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LETTERS 


ROCKY ROAD 


Article provides in-depth look at 
Internet drug world: This is an excel- 
lently written article, one that offers a 
strong overview of the situation [“The 
Obsolete Crime Lord,’ Rachel Swan, 
feature, 11/20]. For those among us 
who frequented the Silk Road and came 
to knowit as a superb, reliable resource 
for well-regulated and dependable ma- 
terials, may I only say that I hope the 
Silk Road 2.0 turns out to be even more 
important and dependable than its first 
iteration. Free Ross Ulbricht! 
djm_freeman 


“Being a beer drinker, | can't believe the cheapest brew is $8. Insane!” 


TIM ‘TUPELO’ GOODRICH COMMENTING ON “WHAT RECESSION?” 


REIMAGING 
THE PAST 


New Tosca is better than no Tosca 
at all: I want to compliment Anna 
Roth on her fair and open-minded re- 
view of my old hangout, Tosca Cafe 
[“What Recession?” Eat, 11/20]. When 
friends of mine asked me my impres- 
sions of the new Tosca, all I could say 
was, It’s gone corporate, but I guess 
it’s better than no Tosca at all.” We'll 
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see if and when the hype dies down, 
but I truly think it’s lost its heart and 
soul. To begin with, I couldn't care less 
about the items on its menu, nothing 
really appeals to me. And I was really 
hoping that it might have some good 
upscale typical/generic bar food. And 
Roth is right, the prices are outra- 
geous. Being a beer drinker, I can’t be- 
lieve the cheapest brew is $8. Insane! 
And even when the old Tosca was busy, 
you could still walk through the place 
without getting elbowed in the ribs. 
Now, with the railing and benches 
against the left wall it’s impossible. 
Hell, sometimes my most enjoyable 
times were when there were very few 
people there and you could just luxuri- 
ate in solitude. The whole vibe of the 
place seems very elitist to me. But this 
is an elitist town, so what else is new? 
Tim “Tupelo” Goodrich 


BLOWING 
IN THE WIND 


Don't sweat it, the trees will be 
fine: I don’t know, these same types of 
palms line Dolores Street for miles, 
and palms are around Union Square, 


and I’ve never seen fronds on the 
roads or much litter [“Another Day in 
Paradise,” Joe Eskenazi, News, 11/6]. 
No tourist has been slain by a falling 
frond in front of Macy’s. And I thought 
these palms were chosen specifically 
because they came from a windy, oce- 
anic place, and they do well on Trea- 
sure Island too — and it doesn't get 
more windy than that. This sounds 
like a lot of hyped-up concern over 
nothing. They'll be fine. 

Tomsteiber 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


People spend an obscene amount 
of money on lots of things: Let’s 
face it, most goofballs spend a little un- 
der $10 bucks at Starbucks getting a 
“crappuchino” and some snacks; if peo- 
ple are willing to pay more, let them 
[“Merigan Is Quite Possibly the Most 
Overpriced Sandwich In the City,” Pete 
Kane, SFoodie, 11/19]. Who gives? 
Cest M. 


Another reader is tired of the high 
price of everything: This needs to 


Uniquely yOu. 


buy.sell.trade 
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stop! This city is getting outrageous on 
all sides! I already have to deal with my 
high rent, now I’m going to have to deal 
with high-dollar-below-average food! 
And not to mention I’m the “lower 
middle class” that makes six figures! I 
for one will not be supporting this or 
any other ridiculously priced S.F. eat- 
ery. 

Robert571 


The price is relative: Heck, $10 fora 
sub sandwich in San Francisco is actu- 
ally cheap! Shit, the toll for the Golden 
Gate Bridge is $6 bucks. Just to cross 
a bridge! 

John R. 
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ETT SUCKA FREE CITY 


Some Abooooard! 


Muni's runaway train proves it has a problem keeping asses in Seats. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


San Franciscans can be a fairly 
entitled bunch. But we are, at the very 
least, entitled to ride on a vehicle that 
also carries a driver. So, the Muni 
light-rail passengers who ear- 

lier this month noticed 

their driver standing 


their train took off 
from Castro Station 
— they're entitled to 
complain. 


on the platform while ip a 


























The rest of us are entitled to 
confusion at Muni transit director 
John Haley’s subsequent statement 
that “the system worked the way it 
was designed.” Muni trains weren't 
designed to require quick-thinking 
passengers emerging from horrified 
crowds to stop the vehicle. And 

they weren't designed to be 
operated without 
drivers. 

The operator of 
that light-rail vehi- 
cle may have violat- 

ed at least four 


basic safety procedures, most nota- 
bly leaving the train on “automatic” 
mode and, quite possibly, failing to 
engage the emergency brake before 
gallivanting off the vehicle. But the 
entire dangerous and embarrassing 
scenario could have been staved off 
with a rudimentary safety device 
all but certainly found in your auto- 
mobile — and de rigueur on Muni 
buses for years. 
Drivers’ seat 
sensors — 
which detect 
the pres- 
ence of a 


human being or at least something 
weighing a few pounds — are an 
established enough feature of mass 
transit that manufacturers offer 
them alongside options such as 
“Seat Heat (Backrest & Seat Cush- 
ion), and “Adjustable Armrests.” It’s 
a device whose cost runs into the 
hundreds of dollars; Muni sources 
claim installing one in a train to 
either halt the vehicle sans driver or 
trigger a godawful alarm would be a 
simple operation. 

In fact, confirms Muni spokes- 
man Paul Rose, they’ve long been 
in other Muni vehicles — though 
not ones with an “automatic” mode 
like trains. The Orion hybrid buses 
ordered in 2007 came equipped with 
seat sensors, as did the most recent 
batch of shiny new $750,000 New 
Flyer hybrids, says Rose. 

In reality, however, seat sensors 
have been in place far longer than 
that. Schematics obtained by SF 
Weekly for Muni’s Neoplan buses 
going back to 1999 reveal they were 
equipped with a “driver’s seat alarm 
sensor. City buses have also long 

had seat-belt alarms — which 
drivers elude by buckling the 
belt behind the seat or sitting 
atop it. 
Muni trains, however, have 


have no driver’s-seat sensors. 
That’s a far cry from the 
situation a few hundred miles 
south, where Los Angeles Metro has 
equipped trains with sensors that 
not only detect a driver, but sniff 
out his or her cellphone usage. 
In San Francisco, however, 
cellphone-jamming technol- 
ogy might be ill-advised. A 
driver trotting alongside 
a runaway train needs to 
call up Central Command 
somehow. 


no driver’s-seat belts. And they 


Down is Up 


Bang with Friends, 
rebanged. 


When the hookup site 
Bang With Friends secured its first 
million dollars in April, it had all 
the production values of an html 
page designed by a high school stu- 
dent — or three enterprising tech 
bros during a night of alcohol-fu- 
eled fraternizing. It didn’t always 
work on a Safari browser, and any- 
one trying to load the app ona 
smartphone may as well have just 
approached his crush in real life, 
where the odds of a successful bang 
were probably better anyway. 

Never mind the app’s ex- 
tremely cynical view of modern 
romance. Never mind its conceit 
that all mates are disposable. 
Never mind that it recasts casual 
sex as a videogame, with all the 
mindless addictiveness of Candy 
Crush or Words with Friends. To 
venture capitalist Tim Draper and 
a coterie of other investors, the 
idea had legs. 

One trademark settlement lat- 
er, Bang with Friends has rechris- 
tened itself Down, redesigned its 
website, created apps for iPhone 
and Android, and promised a 
user experience “that stands out 
as best-in-class for our market,” 
according to a company spokes- 
man. He added that Down has 
found favor in Germany and Bra- 
zil, where tech-savvy libertines 
helped boost its Facebook tally to 
10,000 users — presuming they 
didn’t all just download the app 
as a joke. 

With all that said, though, we 
still doubt that clickable social 
media will ever supplant the 
old-fashioned booty call. There are 
easier ways to get down. R.S. 





The Ecstacy 
of Influence* 


it both ways. 


There’s an old chestnut 

that copyright experts love to trot out 
when they’re explaining legal intrica- 
cies to a layman: Copying one source is 
plagiarism. Copying multiple sources 
is “research.” 

This might prove useful to Oak- 
land illustrator Lisa Congdon, who 
was recently in a dispute over in- 
tellectual property — in which she 
plays both the alleged infringer and 








An Oakland illustrator has 


victim. Last month Congdon played 
protector of the little guy when she 
accused wholesale ornament-maker 
Cody Foster & Co. of filching her 
ideas. She said that theft is essential 
to Cody Foster’s business model, and 
that it enlists its staff to troll the 
Internet in search of indie artwork to 
appropriate and mass-produce. 

“T don’t care about the money,” 
Congdon writes in an impassioned 
Oct. 16 blog post. “What I care about 
is exposing Cody Foster for what they 
have done and continue to do to in- 
dependent artists.” Feminist webzine 
Jezebel picked up the story, and with- 
in hours it went quasi-viral. 

Three days later, art critic Brian 
Sherwin challenged Congdon in a blog 


of his own, pointing out that some of 
her drawings resemble wildlife photo- 
graphs from National Geographic, Dai- 
ly Mail, and other outlets; ergo, she 
might be guilty of the same practice 
she'd condemned. A few of Congdon’s 
supporters said they felt jilted. 

From a legal perspective, though, 
she might have it both ways. Accord- 
ing to University of Santa Clara law 
professor Tyler Ochoa, Congdon has 
at least one tenable claim against 
Cody Foster; several details of its 
caped reindeer ornament hark to one 
of her original drawings. Yet the pho- 
tographers whose work she copied 
evidently have less room to parry. 

Congdon’s 2011 illustration of a 
standing polar bear looks uncannily 


similar to a picture that photo-jour- 
nalist Steven Kazlowski took at the 
Svalbard archipelago in Norway: 
same position, same dimensions, 
same chilly expression. Yet, Ochoa 
says, none of these elements is 
copyright-protected; a photographer 
could lay claim on distinctive lighting 
and color contrast, but not on the 
pose an animal strikes in the wild. 
Not to mention Congdon can always 
say she looked at multiple photo- 
graphs for reference, and that her 
drawing is a composite. 

Congdon says she plans to refute 
Sherwin’s criticisms eventually, but 
she’s waiting to settle ongoing legal 
negotiations with Cody Foster. Ka- 
zlowski has yet to comment. 


Cody Foster, meanwhile, tried 
the “composite” defense itself, 
arguing that its alleged clones were 
based on “folk art” of ambiguous 
provenance — not other people’s 
ideas. No dice, Ochoa says. “Folk 
art” isn’t born in the wilderness. 
The argument wouldn't prevail in 
court, or even stave off Congdon’s 
moral opprobrium. 

Yet, Ochoa cautions, to the 
extent that Congdon claims moral 
outrage rather than legal infringe- 
ment, the same charge could be 
leveled against her — or in a word, 
copied. Rachel Swan 


*from the Jonathan Lethem es- 
say, “Ihe Ecstacy of Influence” 
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Ci THE BUSINESS OF IMMIGRATION REFORM 


Hacking Away 





Tech companies enlist immigrants to put a face on their message. 


By Rachel Swan 


If Facebook CEO Mark 


Zuckerberg intended to drum up sym- 
pathy for his immigration-lobbying 
group, FWD.us, he couldn't have picked 
a better representative than 24-year- 
old Sarahi Espinoza. Perky, doe-eyed, 
and petite, she stood before a throng of 
journalists last Wednesday at LinkedIn 
headquarters in Mountain View, the 
setting of Zuckerberg’s pro-immigrant 
hackathon, DREAMerHack. He and 
other FWD.us strategists had set forth 
20 undocumented immigrants to sit 
for 24 hours and code, while TV cam- 
eras rolled in the background and cam- 
paign flacks gushed about them on 
Twitter. FWD.us had cast the event asa 
first step toward reform. Critics 
deemed it a Silicon Valley sideshow. 

Espinoza, who works as a Girl 
Scout instructor while attending 
community college in nearby Los 
Altos, was happy to serve as an am- 
bassador. Standing before the crowd 
in a dress shirt and beret, she told 
a heartfelt story about coming to 
the U.S. from Michoacan, Mexico, 
at age 4, and resettling in East Palo 
Alto. She'd attended grade school in 
Redwood City and nursed dreams of 
going to UCLA, until officials at the 
Federal Financial Aid office explained 
that as an undocumented immigrant, 
she'd be ineligible for funding. Then 
Espinoza’s father got stomach can- 
cer, and she deferred enrollment at 
Foothill College in order to take care 
of him. Instead of studying computer 
science, she took a low-paying job as 
a nanny. 

At this point in the narrative, she 
burst into tears. Zuckerberg, who 
was sitting behind her with FWD.us’ 
other founders — Reid Hoffman of 
LinkedIn, Drew Houston of Dropbox, 
social entrepreneur and campaign 
president Joe Green — knitted his 
brows anxiously. After half a minute 
of silence, the audience applauded. 
Espinoza wiped her nose. 

“Tam one of the million undoc- 
umented people in this country 
whose family is separated due to this 
immigration system,” she said. Her 
mother is back in Tijuana with no 
Internet access, and a green-card pe- 
tition apparently stuck in limbo. Her 
father passed away. Espinoza finally 
resumed her first semester of com- 
munity college this year, launched 
her own website, and said she hopes 
to code her way to a better life. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


— 
> a ~~ or 


Mark Zuckerberg 
encourages the n 
generation of imports. 


“For some of us in this room, 
immigration reform means a secure 
future, a permanent solution to our 
lives that doesn’t include the fear of 
deportation,” she said, glancing up 
from her notes to punctuate the state- 
ment. “Thank you for fighting for our 
families’ future, and let’s get to hack- 
ing.” Zuckerberg beamed. 


In all likelihood, his campaign will 
do little to help Espinoza. But she’s al- 
ready done loads to help him. Maligned 
for its self-serving approach to political 
policy, FWD.us faces derision from pro- 
gressives and various Silicon Valley oli- 
garchs who've defected from its ranks 
— including Tesla CEO Elon Musk and 
Yammer CEO David Sacks. Opponents 
say that although the campaign pays lip 
service to comprehensive immigration 
reform, its real objective is to raise visa 
quotas for cheap, temporary “guest 
workers” from India, so that they'll de- 
press IT wages overall. 

Progressives balked in April when 
the campaign began running ads to 
support such conservative hobby 
horses as the Keystone XL pipeline 
and drilling in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. It seemed that the 
Valley’s newly minted billionaires 
were content to tack from one side to 
another, so long as they pushed their 
own agenda through. 

No surprise, then, that FWD.us’ 
biggest enemy isn’t the power struc- 
ture on Capitol Hill; it’s the tide of 
public opinion. Its strategists have 
adopted an insistently rational view 
of political partisanship, forming sep- 
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arate liberal and conservative branch- 
es to curry favor with politicians 
across political lines. Both Green and 
Zuckerberg preached about “clearing 
a path to citizenship” during their 
opening remarks at DREAMerHack, 
though they failed to explain what 
the phrase means. In reality, it seems, 
their goal is to cut labor costs and 
spread the idea that social media will 
set us all free. Especially if they could 
farm out that job to 20 undocument- 
ed immigrants. 

Given its hawkish aspirations, 
FWD.us must have known it need- 
ed a soft public face — someone 
a little less polarizing than Mark 
Zuckerberg. It found that in Espi- 
noza and several other hackathon 
attendees — called “dreamers” in 
the campaign’s branding argot. One 
of them, a 19-year-old Guatemalan 
named Henry Lopez, also regaled the 
crowd with pieces of his autobiogra- 
phy during the hackathon’s keynote 
ceremony. Lopez wore a gray blazer 
and a T-shirt with the word “Undoc- 
umented” printed below its neckline. 
He said that in middle school, he 
learned that college would not be a 
possibility — but that he eventually 
got a scholarship to George Mason 
University anyway. 

“About three weeks ago, if anyone 
told me that Mr. Zuckerberg would 
be introducing me to share my story, 
I would completely repudiate that,” 
he said. 

Hoffman, Zuckerberg, Houston, 
and Green all listened raptly. No mat- 
ter what happened during the 24- 


hour hackathon that followed, their 
message had already resonated. Five 
days later, President Obama would 
stump for immigration reform in San 
Francisco's Chinatown and rehash 
many of FWD.us’ talking points. 


Hackathons — timed competitions 
in which teams of programmers collab- 
orate on software projects — once en- 
shrined all the most populist elements 
of Silicon Valley culture. Traditionally, 
the idea was to put a group of geeks 
together, ply them with caffeine, and 
allow great inventions to materialize. 
Neuroscientists have used hackathons 
to build applications that study the 
human brain; food economists have 
challenged hackers to solve problems in 
the meat industry. The city of Palo Alto 
holds its own hackathon each year to 
promote civic engagement in the ascen- 
dant tech economy. 

Yet as the form grew increasingly 
mainstream, its purpose also shifted. 
These days, it’s common for hack- 
athon sponsors to treat these events 
as branding exercises rather than 
laboratories for innovation. Look no 
further than the Dreamforce hack- 
athon at Moscone Center last week, 
where two Stanford alumni clinched 
a $1 million grand prize by making 
a mobile app on the Salesforce.com 
platform. But Zuckerberg and his ilk 
managed to add a new layer of crass- 
ness by turning DREAMerHack into 
a tech-themed press junket, powered 
by immigrant programmers who 
would help soft-pedal the campaign’s 
message. 

It seemed to work. Reporters at 
many outlets were spoon-fed sto- 
ries about hackathon participants, 
“dreamers” all, who’d come to the U.S. 
from Guatemala and Mexico, most 
of whom are unlikely to benefit from 
FWD.us’ proposed legislation. A 2012 
report by the Department of Home- 
land Security showed that 64 percent 
of the guest workers granted H-1B 
visas last year came from India. Only 
1.2 percent hailed from Mexico. 

The three winning teams at 
DREAMerHack created a slew of 
products that FWD.us has promised 
to help market, among them a viral 
Facebook app, a video game, anda 
smartphone app to help people call 
their local congressmen. But the 
event’s real winner was Zuckerberg, 
who treated the whole event as a 
giant photo-op, and managed to be 
seen glad-handing with as many un- 
documented kids as possible. Espino- 
za and Lopez both left empty-hand- 
ed, but in all likelihood, they'll stay 
on message. 

Meanwhile, Espinoza’s mother re- 
mains in Tijuana, awaiting an update 
on her green card petition. According 
to the 24-year-old coder, the petition 
is caught in a broken system. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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Perched on a far western 
scrap of this far western city, it’s easy to 
forget about the vast continent sprawl- 
ing behind. This is where the journey 
ends. You've gone as far as you can go. 

Ours is a city nourished by reveling 
in its own mystique, but this much is 
true: San Franciscans, by and large, 
do possess a unique attribute. At 
some point, you — or one of your rel- 
atives — likely took part in a historic 
migration. It’s a recent development 
in recorded human history to relocate 
thousands of miles away from your 
family not because of war or famine 
or rampaging Visigoths but because 
you wanted to. 

That’s something to think about as 
you hunker down with that family for 
Thanksgiving. Your mother will, once 
again, testify that “your father thinks 
his ability to use duct tape makes him 
a licensed contractor.” An argument 
breaks out about that movie. You 
know the one — with the guy! You 
know the guy! He was in that movie 
— you know the one! Well, what else 
was he in? Oh, a million things! 

You'll quietly collect your winnings 
for being the first to induce a mass 
Baby Boomer sing-along to the by- 
gone jingles of Rheingold Beer or Ipa- 
na toothpaste. Just like last year. 

So, you've come a long way. But are 
you sure it was long enough? 

In a strange turn of events, 
Thanksgiving this year overlaps with 
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Chanukah. This feat, an apparent 
divine rebuke of the American Heart 
Association, won't come about again 
for another 70,000 years. In that 
time, every last trace of those Bucky 
Beaver Ipana ads of yore may well be 
scrubbed from the face of the earth, 
along with the Baby Boomers, and the 
progeny that invoked the sing-alongs 
of memory. 

And yet, at the Thanksgivukkah 
celebrations of families like your hum- 
ble narrator’s, an intriguing possibility 
may come to mind, quickly and re- 
peatedly: Get back. Get back to where 
you once belonged. 


A year ago, Spain’s foreign minister 
made an announcement that, consider- 
ing its ramifications, received startlingly 
little attention. At first, it seemed to be 
an Internet hoax. But, no, this was real: 
A plan was in the works to offer citizen- 
ship to descendents of the Jews driven 
from Spain in that fateful year of 1492 
— which future songwriters would con- 
veniently rhyme with “the ocean blue.” 
Sadly, librettists through the 
ages had less luck rhyming “Edict of 
Expulsion.” But now, after five cen- 
turies, said the foreign minister, the 
Sephardim would be welcomed back 
to Spain — or, in the original Ladino, 
Sefarad. My ancestors likely fled with 
all the rest before following the typical 
path of wandering Sephardim: Italy, 
Turkey, Bensonhurst. There are no de- 
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The Eskenazi family in 
Canakkale, Turkey, circa 1914. 


tails. We don’t even know who all the 
people are in that photograph. 

So, it’s not every day that an Iberi- 
an monarchy in decline since the sink- 
ing of its Armada and currently suffer- 
ing through crippling unemployment, 
a real-estate collapse, and an ongoing 
debt crisis makes a play to bring you 
back into the fold. Even among San 
Franciscans ostensibly affected by 
this development, the potential to 
trade a city with a Spanish name for 
a country with a Spanish name came 
as a shock: The chancellor of Spain's 
San Francisco consulate says he’s only 
getting an e-mail perhaps every other 
week with tepid questions. Officials at 
both the city’s Sephardic synagogues 
professed ignorance — and no one 
seemed thrilled upon hearing the of- 
fer. “If they want me to come back and 
help their economy, well, I don’t know 
how I can do that,” says Solomon 
Isaac, the president of Congregation 
Anshey Sfard. “I’m not so well-off, you 
know.” 

Isaac shifts the subject of conver- 
sation: He was born in Burma and his 
family lost everything in the war; they 
eluded the invading Japanese in a 
small boat before landing in Calcutta. 
Nineteen of them slept in one room 
separated only by a pair of curtains. 
Four children would split a daily egg. 

He sighs. If the Japanese were to 
make amends by offering him citizen- 
ship, perhaps he'd consider that. 


You Can't Go Home Again 


A strange offer of Spanish citizenship brings the past into the present. 


Ae 


San Franciscans hoping to jettison 
this city’s bureaucracy and sloth will not 
find solace in Spain. 

One of the Spanish government's 
tentative requirements for proving 
Sephardic roots is a certificate ob- 
tained from Spain’s Federation of 
Jewish Communities. But Federation 
spokeswoman Maria Royo says the 
government hasn't yet codified any 
requirements to earn that certificate. 

This is what the Spanish might 
call un catch-22 situacion. Royo asks, 
with evident seriousness, if our family 
possesses wedding agreements — ke- 
tubot — tracing back to ancestral days 
in 15th-century Spain. She could just 
as well have asked, “Do you have your 
W-2 forms from 2008?” 

“Oh ayyyyy!” she wails. “That is 
deeeeeficult. Do you speak Ladino?” 

Mois Eskenazi spoke Ladino, back 
in Canakkale on Turkey’s Gallipoli 
peninsula. You can’t see him in that 
99-year-old picture. He’s the bulge in 
the stomach of Zimboul, the woman 
on the right. Within two years, his 
father Avram — the one with the 
mustache and the oversize tan top- 
coat — would be dead, cut down at 
the eponymous Battle of Gallipoli. 
Within seven years, his surviving fam- 
ily would pile on a boat to New York, 
steaming past the partially submerged 
husks of rusting warships protruding 
from the Dardanelles. His son would 
travel as far west as he could go. But 
his grandson would be born here: On 
trips past UC Hospital in an N-Judah, 
he can truly say he never went any- 
where in life. Your humble narrator 
didn’t have very far to go to go as far 
as he could. 

But, no — no hablo Ladino. 

“Oh ayyyyy!” Royo wails again. 
“The chain — it is broken.” 


A solitary figure is perched on a far 
western scrap of this far western city. 
San Francisco’s Holocaust memorial is 
unique in depicting actual human fig- 
ures. And while sprawling bronze 
corpses litter the scene behind the lone 
survivor, he is not looking back. 

He is looking forward. 

He is looking into the bosom of 
the Golden Gate, the boundary of this 
city, a place where people have always 
come to reinvent themselves. Even if 
they never left. 

Where the water laps at the earth 
is the demarcation of as far as you can 
go. And, once you've gone as far as 
you can go — you Stay. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 
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The Snatch 


Ripped from the 
animal kingdom obits. 


REMEMBERING 
BANANA SAM 


Banana Sam, the Twitter-savvy 
squirrel monkey who made head- 
lines two years ago when he was 
stolen from the San Francisco 
Zoo and later found, died last 
week. He was 19. According to 
zoo spokeswoman Abbie Tuller, 
Banana Sam died after complica- 
tions from heart disease. He was 
known as a staff favorite anda 
total “cutie” who became a local 
celebrity after he was snatched 
from the zoo in December 2011. 
They immediately issued a call 
for help and put up $5,000 for his 
safe return, noting that squirrel 
monkeys are high on the exotic 
pet trade list. The following day, a 
man spotted Banana Sam in 
Stern Grove, about two miles 
away from the zoo. He managed 
to lure the little guy (he was 2 
pounds!) into his backpack and 
carry him back to the zoo. After- 
wards, kids, parents, hipsters, 
drunks, Republicans, and even 
the cold-hearted among us be- 
came instant fans of Banana Sam 
and his 24-hour adventure. He 
turned to Twitter where he 
amassed 2,018 followers, giving 
his fans witty snippets of his 
short adventure outside the zoo. 
Some of our favorite tweets: “The 
security at the zoo was laughably 
simple to breach. Anyway, STILL 
WAITING for the goddam L Tar- 
aval,” and “Went to monkey bars 
in Golden Gate Park playground, 
left disappointed. #nobananadai- 
quiri.” We're just glad he got to 
see a little bit of the world before 
he left it. 


SHARK WEAK 

If you don't tend to make it to 
the beach when it’s cold and 
rainy, then you definitely missed 
seeing some craziness this week 
as a shark washed up on Ocean 
Beach. It was no Jaws: The ani- 
mal was a salmon shark, which 
often strand themselves. “Al- 
most every shark that has been 
necropsied carefully and exam- 
ined in detail has suffered from a 
massive case of meningoenceph- 
alitis [bacterial brain infection], 
which likely is the proximate rea- 
son for the stranding,” says 
Aaron Carlisle of the Hopkins 
Marine Station in Pacific Grove. 
Salmon reading this will bubble a 
sigh of relief at having one less 
thing to worry about. 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch. 
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Rounding Up the Usual Suspects 


By Chris Roberts 


When not blue and on 
television, methamphetamine is in 
the running for the title of world’s 
most-loathed drug. If America was 
treated to Bryan Cranston teeth- 
grinding and face-scratching his way 
through five seasons, surely Breaking 
Bad would have been less of a popular 
phenomenon. 

In the eyes of the federal 
government, meth is less harmful 
and more useful to medicine than 
marijuana: The DEA lists meth as 
a Schedule II controlled substance, 
while marijuana is ranked among 
the worst scourges in Schedule I. 
But that doesn’t matter; meth is 
bad and so are the people who 
use it. 

That’s the narrative, and that’s 
partially why there wasn’t much 
outrage when meth landed a Castro 
resident in federal prison for the 
better part of a decade. Selling 
$3,000 worth of meth at a shipping 
center near his apartment, and 
having more crystal back at home, 






Read 


earned 31-year old Jonathan 
Gildart seven years and three 
months in prison. 

In San Francisco, three grand is 
rent money. Hardly a Heisenberg, 
but U.S. Attorney Melinda Haag 
thought enough of the bust to send 
out a press release that highlighted 
Gildart’s bad luck. 

He drew attention from the 
feds, but his first bad move was 
renting the wrong apartment: 
Since his place was within 1,000 
feet of a school, he was eligible for 
significant penalty enhancements, 
lessened only with his guilty plea. 

Think about that: The next time 
you sell $20 worth to a friend or 
ask your favorite restaurant server 
to pick you up a gram, are you 
sitting on the sofa or swapping 
bags under the table near a school? 
This is a densely populated city that 
hasn't entirely shed itself of kids, 
so chances are the answer is yes 
— and chances are your weekend 
party favors make you eligible for a 


stiff sentence, whether or not you 
even knew the school was there. 

No one is asking for a safe zone 
for tweakers (or heroin users; 
pols quashed the notion of a city- 
blessed shooting gallery). Things 
ought to be different for marijuana 
users — they enjoy some legal 
protection, they pay taxes, and 
they’re way less eager to rip off a 
bicycle — but they’re not. 

The presumed bubbles of 
innocence projected around 
schools are helping create de facto 
pot districts around town. These 
“weed zones’ are stirring up more 
backlash against the evils of legal 
weed — and meanwhile creating 
de facto pot monopolies for those 
lucky to get in. 

State law says no medical 
marijuana dispensary can be within 
600 feet of a school. San Francisco 
went even tighter: Our rules put 
the barrier between classrooms 
of children and cannabis stores 
at 1,000 feet (and as marijuana 
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supporters love to point out, no 
such restrictions apply to liquor 
stores on Mission or strip clubs 
on Broadway, both within sight of 
kids at recess). Like bans on taco 
trucks near high schools, there’s no 
science behind this; there’s nothing 
stopping kids walking another 
block and going into a dispensary 
(aside from the armed guards). 
Add that to those neighborhoods 
declared off-limits to pot — 
concessions to legislators, who in 
return gave their backing to legal 
pot clubs in districts not their own 
— and there’s not much real estate 
left to play with. So dispensaries go 
where they can: downtown, SoMa, 
parts of the Mission, where at the 
time no one cared to outlaw it. That 
means some are close to others, 
and in one case, on the same block. 
City planning rules are the cause 
of the “clustering” issue that’s 
confounded planning officials, who 
for years now have been asking the 
electeds to fix it. 


They re getting to it. Next year. 
It took three dispensaries trying 
to open up on the same block in 
the Excelsior District, and another 
two within a block of one another, 
to stir up enough outcry, but a 
“study” on all the above is due 
May 1. 

After the study, then action. 

In the meantime, there’s now 
tremendous financial incentive 

for dispensary operators to be the 
first one on the block, because 
they could be the only one allowed: 
Other cities created cannabis 
millionaires with restrictive zoning 
— by putting “hard caps” on how 
many pot clubs were allowed. Some 
became Walmart in size to meet the 
demand. 

That could happen here — drug 
sellers made wealthy, thanks to 
anti-drug sentiments. Imagine if 
Heisenberg had help from the local 
lawmakers. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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You’re here,so you’re ~~ 
probably a foodie (whether you 
like it or not). You’ve read every- 
thing there is to know about lo- 
cal sourcing and seasonal menus 
and the advantages of grass-fed 
beef. You've endured the rolling 
eyes of friends who can't believe 
the prices you're willing to pay 
for bacon, pickled vegetables, 
egg nog. You're not alone. 

But even you may find your- 
self wondering if things have 
perhaps gone a bit too far 
if we’re now talking about 


The newest development in 
food cultire is also the oldest. 


— By Anna Roth 





artisanal flour. It’s made from 
wheat, after all, that most ba- 
sic, boring, foundational of 
foods. That’s a fair point. But 
you might also consider the 
fact that grain was there at the 
beginning — not just of agricul- 
ture, but of civilization itself. 
Josey Baker is a bread-maker 
of a decidedly San Francisco 
variety: good-looking and af- 
fable, always wearing a T-shirt 
and a beard, prone to spurts 
of idealism and dropping a few 
f-bombs in conversation. Ina 


There Will Be Bread from pT! 


former life, he was a science teacher, but 
he left at age 27 on a quest to bake the 
perfect loaf of bread. Three-and-a-half 
years later, he’s now part-owner of The 
Mill on Divisadero, a hip, white-subway- 
tile-bedecked partnership with Four 
Barrel Coffee where he sells $4 toast and 
$6 loaves of dark mountain rye and 
whole-grain wheat. Five months ago he 
installed a stone mill in a small room off 
the kitchen, and as of a few weeks ago, 
started selling 4-pound bags of his own 
freshly ground wheat and rye flours for 
$10 apiece, five times the cost of Safe- 
way’s refined white stuff. 

The Mill is so off-the-charts twee 
that it sounds like something out 
of Portlandia, and its $4 toasts have 
become think-piece shorthand for a 
certain brand of Bay Area precious- 
ness. But Baker’s genuinely excited 
about his milling experiments. To 
him — and to a growing number of 
Bay Area bakers, brewers, chefs, and 
pasta-makers — using locally grown 
or freshly milled grains is as natural 
and necessary as sourcing local pro- 
duce or grinding fresh pepper. 

California’s fledgling grain econo- 
my has a few big hurdles to clear be- 
fore local flour catches on. There’s not 
much knowledge about how to grow 
heirloom wheat and other grains 
well, and hardly any infrastructure 
to support small farmers attempting 
it. Not only does wheat take up a lot 
of farmland that could be used for 
more valuable crops, but once it’s 
grown, you also need equipment and 
resources to thresh it, clean it, store 
it, and mill it before it becomes flour 
— significantly more work than a 
flat of strawberries requires. All this 
overhead translates to higher costs 
for consumers. While many of us 
have become resigned to paying $6 a 
pound for the perfect tomato, paying 
$2.50 a pound for artisanal flour still 
seems absurd. 

Despite the obstacles, the farmers, 
millers, bakers, chefs, scientists, aca- 
demics, and policy-makers involved 
in the project see a few major reasons 
to press on. Fresh local food tastes 
better, and rediscovered heirloom 
and specialty grains, as well as freshly 
milled flour, are giving whole-grain 
breads and pastas a range of flavors 
they haven't had in a century. They’re 
also probably better for your health. 
There isn’t much research yet, but 
many in the field believe that whole, 
organically grown, stone-milled 
grains are better for the body than 
processed, hybridized, conventionally 
grown ones. But either way, gluten’s 
exile has opened up a new market for 
grains like spelt and rye. For farmers, 
wheat is a good rotation crop, one 
that doesn’t require much water and 
has a whole romance and history to it. 

Most of all, creating a local grain 
economy is about shedding light on 
a part of the food ecosystem that’s 
been dark for a long time. I’m con- 
cerned with the sources of my food 
as much as any discerning eater, but 
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Josey Baker peers into 
the Austrian stone mill 
installed at the back of 
his Divisadero cafe. 


until a month ago I'd never thought 
to wonder where my flour came from. 
Flour has been a cheap commodity 
ingredient, always there, always the 
same, for my lifetime, and for the 
lifetimes of my parents and grandpar- 
ents. I'd never tasted flour fresh out 
of a mill, or even really knew what a 
mill did. I didn’t understand the fun- 
damentals of growing and harvesting 
wheat, and it had never occurred to 
me that there might be as many vari- 
eties of wheat as there are of apples 
or potatoes. 

But then, it turned out that very 
few people I talked to did either, 
and those who did know about 
wheat and milling had to learn from 
scratch. Somewhere down the line, 
we lost that institutional knowledge 
— which is crazy not only because 
California used to lead the nation in 
wheat production, but also because 
bread is one of the oldest and most 
essential foods on earth. 


Earlier this year, food guru 
Michael Pollan went on The Colbert Re- 
port to promote his new book, Cooked, 
which is all about the forces we use to 
transform our ingredients into meals. 
His basic thesis is that who cooks your 
food is more important than the nutri- 
tional content of the ingredients, and 
that food cooked by a person, rather 
than a corporation, is just naturally go- 
ing to be better for you. He told Stephen 
Colbert that he could even eat a vilified 
food like pasta if he cooked it himself, 
though maybe he should make it whole 
wheat instead of white. “Whole-wheat 
pasta sucks,” Colbert replied, stone- 
faced. The crowd went wild. 

He’s right: Most whole-wheat 
pasta does suck. I dutifully cook it 
because it’s supposed to be good for 
me, but it’s terrible — the texture’s 
all wrong, chewy rather than al dente, 
and the assertively nutty, almost bit- 
ter flavor gets in the way of the sauce. 
Then I had Bob Klein’s whole-wheat 
pasta and realized that it can be won- 
derful. As proprietor of the fledgling 
grain company Community Grains 
and Oliveto restaurant in Oakland, 
Klein is making locally grown pasta 
and flour that tastes radically dif- 
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Molly Gore 


ferent from the stuff you get off the 
grocery store shelves. 

An imposing, friendly man in 
his 60s with a bushy gray beard and 
glasses, Klein speaks about his ded- 
ication to reviving California’s local 
grain economy with quiet, intense 
passion. He compares what’s hap- 
pening with grains now to what he 
saw happening with tomatoes a few 
decades ago, before the rise of heir- 
looms, when tomatoes were just the 
dull, watery things available regard- 
less of season and location. “If you 
go to someone 25 years ago and say, 
I'll sell you a tomato for $6 a pound, 
forget about it,” he says. “Now people 
understand that that’s a real tomato 
because they understand the value, 


and chefs know what they are and un- 


derstand what to do with them.” The 
heirloom tomato movement started 
with interested farmers and chefs 


Restaurant owner Bob Klein 
is making single-origin 
whole-grain pasta through his 
company Community Grains. 





and spread outward to CSAs and 
farmers markets. Now they’re sold 
at Walmart. Klein thinks that locally 
sourced wheat could eventually get 
there too. 

In its “identity preserved” pastas, 
Community Grains also gives an un- 
precedented level of transparency. To 
Klein, you can’t know your flour until 
you know the wheat variety, who de- 
veloped it, where and how the wheat 
was farmed, when it was harvested, 
who milled it, and how it was milled. 
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The fusilli lunghi he gave me to try 
was made from Desert King hard 
amber durum wheat developed by Dr. 


Jorge Dubcovsky for the University of 


California. It was grown on two acres 
at Front Porch Farm in Healdsburg, 


planted in November 2010, harvested 


in June 2011. The wheat was stone- 
milled in April 2013 on a granite 
wheel, at a temperature below 110 
degrees, by CCOF-certified Certified 
Foods Inc. in Woodland. 

The story of flour, then, is a little 
more complicated than that of an 
Early Girl tomato, whose pedigree 
is slight by comparison: organically 
grown in Santa Cruz and harvested 
yesterday. 


Community Grains works with 
farmers to grow boutique and heirloom 
varieties of wheat — yes, there are such 
things, tens of thousands of them — 
then stone-mills the wheat berries in 
Woodland based on a proprietary tech- 
nique that Klein picked up in Italy. 
(How flour is milled — how the whole 
grains are crushed — can have as radi- 
cal of an impact on the final product as 
whether you prepare a piece of beef by 
braising, frying, sautéing, or dry-aging 
it.) Community Grains flour and pastas 
are sold to restaurants and bakeries, 
and available to the public online and at 
markets like Bi-Rite. 

Community Grains’ durum fusilli 
also happens to be the best whole- 
wheat pasta I’ve ever made at home 
— an elegant, supple noodle that 
doesn’t even seem like the same spe- 


cies as its chunky, coarse supermarket 


counterparts. It had flavor, a delicate 
nuttiness, and it became another 
essential element of the dish, not 
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just a delivery system for the sauce. 
The Community Grains soft wheat 
macaroni is almost like white pasta, 
but with just more presence — a sim- 
ple plate of buttered noodles was a 
pleasure. Klein’s restaurant, Oliveto, 
now bases its pasta dishes around the 
flavor of the grains; it’s as integral to 
the dish as the meat. 

Now going through hundreds, 
sometimes thousands, of pounds of 
wheat a month, Community Grains 
is making pasta and flour on a fairly 
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large scale, albeit nothing approach- 
ing industrial farms. But some 
bakers are taking things into their 
own hands and have started milling 
their own flour to make it as fresh as 
possible. One of the earliest local pio- 
neers was Dave Miller, a Chico-based 
baker who has been at this for two 
decades. He’s mentored a number of 
bread-makers, including Josey Baker 
and Chad Robertson from Tartine. 
(It’s a Richard Scarry-esque coinci- 
dence that both Baker and Miller 
share their surname with their pro- 
fession, but in another sense it’s not 
— these roles have been so codified 
in our society that family names are 
based on them.) 

Miller only bakes 400 loaves a 
week, which he sells for $5 a loaf at 
the Chico farmers’ market, and mills 
all of his flour directly before baking 
with it. He’s into the health benefits 
and supporting the local economy, 
but it’s really the sensory elements of 
fresh flour that get him excited. He 
talks about the “wonderfully sweet 
aroma’ and “light and fluffy and airy 
consistency of fresh flour, which you 
can only attain if you're milling it at 
the source. “When you open a bag of 
flour two to three weeks old, it’s just 
not there anymore. To me, it’s kind 
of a sign of the life of the thing,” he 
says. “Flour kind of wilts in a way, 
like a real flower, after it’s milled. 
You lose the aroma and you lose the 
texture and I think you lose some of 
the nutrition too. It’s hard not to use 
freshly milled flour after you've been 
milling.” 

[had my first encounter with just- 
milled flour at The Mill. It was more 
fluffy and dynamic in texture than su- 
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Courtesy of Community Grains 


permarket flour, less like talcum pow- 
der, and had a toasty aroma, a sweet, 
earthy flavor, and none of the bit- 
terness I usually associate with whole 
wheat. I'll be damned, I thought. I’ve 
eaten calf’s brain, sea cucumber, and 
grasshopper, but until this moment 
I’ve never really tasted flour before. 
Baker also gave me a hunk of an 
experimental loaf he’d made earlier 
that day, a blend of white khorasan, 
red wheat, and white wheat. It was 
undeniably whole-wheat bread, but 
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Tartine’s Chad 
Robertson has lately 
become obsessed 
with ancient and 
heirloom grains. 
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had a whole extra dimension of depth 
and character. To Baker and others, 
the quest for new flavors is also about 
mining the possibilities in the wide 
world of grains. Most of the wheat 
grown in this country is a type known 
as hard red, but there are tens of 
thousands of varieties of wheat in 
the world, including some of the old- 
est grains on earth: emmer, Kamut, 
einkorn, and spelt. “It’s like you're 
painting and you just have three col- 
ors to work with, and all of a sudden 
there’s like 10,” Baker says. “At the 
core of it, for me, is that this whole 
venture is driven by curiosity.” 


Few people are taking this knowl- 
edge quest more seriously than Tar- 
tine’s Chad Robertson — another 
youngish, bearded, handsome San 
Francisco baker, rightfully considered 
one of the best in the country. Tartine is 
famous for its white country loaf with 
thick, crackling crust and silky, supple 
crumb, and Robertson and his team are 
building on that DNA to play the edges 
of what its bread can be. 

In his new cookbook, Tartine 
Book No. 3, which hits shelves Dec. 
17, Robertson offers recipes for 
alien-sounding things like sprouted 
buckwheat-einkorn loaves, wheat- 
spelt crispbreads, and chamo- 
mile-Kamut shortbread. Some were 
served at the book’s release party, 
cooked by Chez Panisse alum Samin 
Nosrat. The kefir-Kamut crust on a 
galette was so sweet and flaky and 
buttery that it was hard to believe it 
was made with an “ancient grain” for- 
merly associated with hippie moms. 

Robertson became interested in 
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these heirloom grains during a trip 

to Denmark, where he sampled bread 
made with heirloom Danish wheat 
connected to restaurant/think tank 
Noma. Now he’s working on sourcing 
them, in some cases partnering with 
local farmers to grow some of these 
obscure grains in small batches. 

He believes that these grains are 
probably easier for the body to digest, 
but he’s also interested in the broad- 
ened flavor possibilities they repre- 
sent. Some of the grains he’s looking 
to bring over from Scandinavia aren't 
necessarily the ancient ones, but have 
been saved over the past century be- 
cause people love the way they taste. 
“Heirloom, I guess, means singled 
out,’ he says. “We love this because 
it’s sweet and buttery and we're go- 
ing to keep growing this and try and 
make sure this kind of stays like this.” 

In order to keep experimenting, 
Robertson’s finally ready to open his 
own mill in San Francisco. Right now 
his flour supplier is milling these 
weird grains for him as a favor, and 
Robertson doesn’t want to lean on 
his friend forever. Though he says he 
will never mill all of Tartine’s flour 
himself — his long-time source, 
Central Milling, supplies more than 
100 bakeries in the Bay Area and is 
widely considered the best and most 
responsibly sourced commercial flour 
on the market — he does want the 
freedom to keep messing around with 
the smaller specialty grains. 

Setting up a mill is a major step, 
though, and one that Robertson’s 
undertaking with Ahab-like intensity. 
He’s not convinced that a stone mill 
is the best technology out there, and 
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is traveling the world to learn all he 
can about milling techniques. There 
is indeed more than one way to grind 
a grain, it turns out: Robertson has 
visited Japanese udon-flour mills and 
Swedish vortex mills, and looked into 
big-ag technology like roller mills — 
all of which crush the wheat berry in 
different ways and to different de- 
grees of fineness, which can affect the 
final product. “I’ve been at this a long 
time. I’m not the new baker anymore, 
and I feel a responsibility to research 
things,” he says. Bakers look to Tar- 
tine for guidance on ovens and flour, 
and Robertson is aware that what he 
does will set a precedent. 

“If people are going to look at what 
I set up when I set up a mill, I want 
it to be something that will make the 
most nutritious [flour] and preserve 
as many vitamins and minerals as 
possible and have the best flavor,” he 
says. “I don’t really have that knowl- 
edge right now, but I’m going to the 
people that do and I’m going to figure 
it out.” 

To that end, Robertson recently 
spent a few days soaking up informa- 
tion at a University of Washington 
wheat research and breeding center 
an hour north of Seattle. The Pacific 
Northwest is one of many parts of 
the country where a local grain econ- 
omy is emerging. There are thriving 
pockets of experimentation with 
local, heritage grains in Arizona, 
North Carolina, upstate New York, 
Oregon, the Midwest. Los Angeles 
is about to open a boutique “urban 
flour mill” in Pasadena (of course). In 
a neat bit of groupthink, all of these 
cells have formed across the country 
nearly independently of each other, 
but are now connecting and sharing 
information. 


One of the major drivers of this 
movement is the country’s sudden, col- 
lective hysteria over gluten. As people 
with wheat intolerances (real or imag- 
ined) are seeking out alternatives to 
processed white flour and providing a 
market for these whole grain experi- 
ments, scientists and nutritionists have 
turned their attention to understand- 
ing why a nation of people is suddenly 
allergic to one of the most fundamental 
foods in history. Many believe that the 
culprit isn’t gluten at all, which is after 
all just protein, but could be the way 
that commercial, industrial flour is 
grown and processed. 

Modern, industrial wheat is bred 
for qualities like durability, yield, and 
disease-resistance, not for nutrition 
or flavor. Like an egg, a wheat berry 
has three parts — a husk, or shell; a 
germ, or yolk, which produces life; 
and a starchy white endosperm that 
has about as much nutritional value 
as an egg white. To make white flour, 
millers strip the berry of its husk and 
germ, leaving only the carbohydrates. 
They started doing this with the 
development of the roller mill in 
the late 19th century to prolong the 
shelf life, because the germ >> p14 
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There Will Be Bread from p13 


will cause the flour to go rancid, and 
for consistency, because the bran 
and germ create sharp edges that 
can pierce gluten and stop bread 
from rising. 

White flour is so reviled in health 
circles because it’s basically just 
refined carbohydrates, which cause 
blood sugar to spike, but doesn’t offer 
anything else. Even whole-wheat 
flour made industrially isn’t much 
better for you: It’s made like white 
flour, but with the ground-up seed 
and germ put in at the end, though 
the integrity of the berry has been 
compromised (there is also some con- 
cern that the entire whole grain isn’t 
put back at the end; the FDA guide- 
lines for “whole grain” only require 
the item is 51 percent whole grain 
by weight). True whole-grain flour, 
crushed in a stone mill, contains 
all the parts of the seed, and many 
believe that it’s better for those with 
wheat intolerance. 

Three years ago, Marin baker Craig 
Ponsford switched to local whole- 
grain flour and hasn't looked back. 
Ponsford was formerly co-owner of 
Artisan Bakery in Sonoma, which 
sells thousands of its baguettes, cia- 
batta, sourdough loaves, and other 
white breads a day. But he was con- 
cerned with the health benefits and 
hooked up with Community Grains, 
and now sells his whole-grain bread, 
pastries, and pie crusts at his San 
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Rafael bakery, Ponsford’s Place, open 
only two days a week. “I’m the only 
bakery that I know of that is 100 
percent whole grain. I jumped off the 
cliff,” he says. 

But Ponsford is upfront about the 
fact that the science is just not there 
to back up the health benefits he feels 
are there in his gut — it’s such a new 
field that the studies just haven't 
been done yet. He’s working with the 
Children’s Hospital Research Institute 
in Oakland, part of the Community 
Grains group, to test the benefits 
of whole-grain versus whole-wheat 
flour. But he says he’s seen results. 
Some of his customers have diabetes 
or wheat intolerances. “People [in my 
bakery] are having really good experi- 
ences when they eat whole wheat,” he 
says. ‘So I have instincts around that, 
but that’s not science either.” He also 
admits, wryly, that people are brain- 
washed easily enough when it comes 
to new health fads in their diets. 


One of the many ironies of this 
“new’ field is that it’s actually one of 
civilization’s oldest. Humans have been 
crushing grains between stones for 
9,000 years, but the past 150 years of 
industrialization severed the basic line 
of communication between farmer, 
miller, and baker necessary to create a 
local grain ecosystem. It’s taking some 
doing to bring it back. 

At a point in the not-too-distant 
past, all this infrastructure and 
knowledge existed in California. The 
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Courtesy of Peter Buckley 


Native Americans cultivated grains, 
and the missionaries brought soft 
Sonoran wheat to the area along 
with wine grapes and olive trees for 
oil-making — the necessary foods of 
sacrament. In the mid- to late-19th 
century, California was a national 
leader in wheat production, most of 
it shipped from San Francisco Bay 

to Great Britain. The Central Valley 
farmers fighting against Southern 
Pacific Railroad in Frank Norris’ sem- 
inal California novel, The Octopus, are 
wheat farmers. Napa and Sonoma 
and Mendocino counties grew wheat 
before they planted orchards and 
then wine grapes. 

But in the late 1800s the Midwest 
figured out how to grow hard red 
wheat, ideal for making white bread, 
and had a lot of land to grow it on. 
California developed irrigation, en- 
abling farmers to grow more lucrative 
crops like fruit, nuts, and greens 
that the rest of the country couldn't. 
Wheat became an anonymous com- 
modity crop, bought and sold on the 
market like soybeans and cattle, and 
industrial wheat farming got bigger 
and faster, abetted by improvements 
in fertilizer and herbicides. Slowly but 
surely, the local grain culture died in 
California. The state still grows about 
750,000 acres of commodity wheat, 
most of it exported internationally, 
but local farmers and millers looking 
to do things on a small scale are hav- 
ing to learn about one of the world’s 
oldest crops by trial and error. 
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Wheat isn’t a lucrative crop for 
California farmers, but there are 
reasons to grow it anyway: It’s a 
good cover crop for field rotation, 
it doesn’t require irrigation, and 
there’s a certain romance to it. At 
least that’s what drew Peter Buckley 
to wheat-growing. He bought Front 
Porch Farms in Healdsburg as a 
late-career shift from consulting, 
and ripped out 60 acres of underper- 
forming vineyards to make room for 
an orchard, a vegetable garden, and 
20 acres of grains. “There’s some- 
thing about a field of wheat that is ... 
it’s beautiful, but somehow it makes 
me feel wealthy. But it’s a funny idea 
of wealth,” he says. “It just seems 
like such a miraculous thing, you 
plant these seeds and then pretty 
soon you see a field that’s golden and 
you can see the wheat heavy on the 
plant, and it’s amazing.” 

Buckley has a mill, and grows six 
varieties of grain that he supplies to 
Community Grains and local restau- 
rants, including an Italian durham 
for pasta he’s trying out specifically 
for Klein. (He also tried growing 
einkorn for Robertson at Tartine, 
which didn’t work very well — the 
varieties they’ve tried to date just 
don’t grow in Northern California — 
but he’s imported some seeds from 
southern France, where it thrives, 
and is trying again this fall.) 

A major reason that Buckley, and 
people like Lou Preston of Preston 
Vineyards, who is growing six acres 
of wheat on his 120-acre Dry Creek 
farm and winery, are able to exper- 
iment with growing wheat in small 
batches is largely thanks to a neigh- 
borly obsessive named Doug Mosel. 
The nearly 80-year-old farmer heads 
up a 5-year-old CSA-like grainshare 
called Mendocino Grain Collective, 
and owns the necessary equipment, 
like vintage combines, grain drills, 
seed cleaners, and so on, to process 
grains on a small scale. 

Mosel’s on a single-minded mis- 
sion to revive the local grain econo- 
my in Mendocino County, and grows 
a variety of his own grains in the 
Russian River Valley while helping 
small farmers process their own. 
He’s willing to harvest as little as 
an acre of wheat for an enthusiastic 
tinkerer, and has lately been working 
with winemakers to experiment with 
growing wheat between the vine 
rows (a smart dual use of valuable 
land). 

This kind of infrastructure-build- 
ing is also very much on the mind 
of Klein as he works to build a state- 
wide system. “I think of Community 
Grains as fundamentally an infor- 
mation company,’ he says, and talks 
about things like a recent “sensation- 
al meeting on [grain] cleaning and 
storage” he hosted at Oliveto with 
the fervent enthusiasm common to 
the wheat community. 

The result of the communi- 
ty-building efforts of Klein, Mosel, 
and people like Monica Spiller — a 
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vociferous advocate for local grains 
who owns a seed bank in Mountain 
View — is that farmers, millers, and 
bakers have the necessary momen- 
tum to rebuild the grain ecosystem. 
Many participate in a lively Goo- 
gle Group called the North Coast 
Grain Growers, where wheat geeks 
can troubleshoot problems, share 
successes, argue over the proper 
fineness of flour, and get everyone 
excited about a new kind of Spanish 
bearded spelt they just tried. 

Preston, of Preston Vineyards, 
sees a corollary to the experiments 
in winemaking in Napa and Sonoma 
35 years ago that put those regions 
on the map. “You know, we didn’t 
know a lot. ... It was really learning 
by doing. So here we are all over 
again,” he says. 


If you talk to the local bakers, 
farmers, and millers pushing this 
movement forward, youll realize that 
they each have their own intense, al- 
most religious devotion to How 
Things Should Be Done, and their cre- 
dos often contradict. So much of this 
stuff is still being figured out, and no 
one knows for sure what will happen 
when we start playing with these 
grains. You ll also realize the absurdity 
of this: that the flavor and nutrition 
we coax from new grains could funda- 
mentally change the way we think 
about flour. So yes, it’s a new frontier 
for bread. 

Which is pretty mind-blowing, 
when you think about it. As one 
of the last major areas of the food 
pyramid to go local (legumes still 
have a way to go), whole grains are 
also one of the most foundational. 
Food has never been so globalized 
and the boundaries of edibility never 
so enthusiastically explored as right 
now (Korean tacos are so five years 
ago; the hip thing to eat right now 
is crickets and pigs’ feet). And then, 
here’s wheat, the most ordinary and 
basic of foods, which turns out to be 
one of the most exciting of all. 

The one thing that everyone 
agrees on is that this movement isn’t 
going away anytime soon. It’s got 
too much going for it: the local food 
movement, the renewed interest in 
wheat and other grains, the likely 
shortage of water in the next centu- 
ry. As we talk about fixing our bro- 
ken food ecosystem, local grains will 
have to be a part of the solution. 

So yes, there will be a day when 
you feel as passionately about soft 
Sonoran and hard Red Fife wheat as 
you do about Honeycrisp and Pink 
Lady apples. You'll pay $10 for a bag 
of flour, and engage your local baker 
in ridiculous, detailed conversation 
about where his flour comes from. 
Artisanal grains are just one more 
piece of the ever-expanding food 
puzzle to worry about. But it’s about 
time, since it was also the beginning 
of it all. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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Sing-Along 


THE SOUND 
OF SHOWTUNES 


How do you solve a problem like not 
being able to belt out your favorite 
show tunes? Not every sing-along is 
worth the time, but it’s The Sound of 
Music, people. If there’s a better way 
to celebrate the beginning of the holi- 
day season than by singing along toa 
love story/Nazi drama in a lovely old 
theater full of Julie Andrews and 
Christopher Plummer fans, you're 
wrong, because there’s not. If the Rog- 
ers and Hammerstein musical is one of 
your favorite things, it’s showing for 
several nights and a couple afternoons 
in widescreen with subtitles, in case 
you forget all the words to “Edelweiss.” 
Bring your nostalgia and dress up in 
your favorite habit or old-fashioned 
European-style children’s playclothes. 

The Sound of Music Sing-Along 
starts at 7 p.m. and runs through 
Dec. 8 at the Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro St., S.F. Tickets are $15; call 
621-6120 or visit castrotheatre.com. 
Emilie Mutert 


Dance 


REAL RABBIT 


For parents looking for an alternative 
to the dozens of Nutcrackers popping 
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up in every theater or for anyone crav- 
ing a heartwarming, family-friendly 
afternoon of first-rate dancing, ODC’s 
holiday ballet The Velveteen Rabbit 
is the perfect show. With 10 children 
from the ODC School and the full com- 
pany of artists, choreographer KT Nel- 
son retells Margery Williams’ 1922 
story of a stuffed rabbit who dreams 
the love of his young owner will make 
him real. The ballet, set to music by 
Benjamin Britten and directed for the 
first time by ODC co-founder Brenda 
Way, is a sweet and spectacular tradi- 
tion for all ages. As befits a show about 
a toy becoming a real rabbit, Dec. 7 
and 8 shows feature a rabbit seduca- 
tion showcase headed by animal res- 
cue organization SaveABunny. 

ODC presents The Velveteen Rab- 
bit at 2 p.m. and continues through 
Dec. 15 at the Lam Research Theater 
at the Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts, 700 Howard St., S.F. Tickets 
are $10-$75; call 978-2787 or vis- 
itodcdance.org/velveteenrabbit. 
Irene Hsiao 


SAT 11/30 


Commemorative Ceremony 


HEALING LEAP 


Guardianas de la Vida is a healing 
ceremony, a chance for reflection, and 
a call to action. It asks us to pause and 
consider why violence against women 
is still a worldwide problem in 2013, 
and to spare a few moments to 


Get to the Point 
Potted Potter, Tuesday 


acknowledge our country’s own 
violent history. To do this, Guardianas 
brings together a crew of dancers, 
poets, and visual artists to present 
work that calls for peace, healing, and 
justice. This year’s headline 
performance is from Flamenco master 
La Tania, who will dance to an original 
piece written and performed by 
pianist Hector Armiento. Also 
performing are Bay Area writers Nina 
Serrano and Kim Shuck, 
multidisciplinary artist Paloma McFly, 
and Cuban folkloric group Arenas 
Dance Company. Scheduling the event 
over Thanksgiving weekend was no 
accident. “Violence against women 
and children, particularly in 
communities of color, must be treated 
as ahuman rights violation,” says 
MamaCoatl, the event’s curator. “At 
no time of the year is this 
intervention more appropriate than 
the last week of November, when the 
American identity is reinforced by the 
unconscious glorification of genocide 
inherent in the Thanksgiving holiday.” 

Guardianas de la Vida starts at 6 
p.m. at Dance Mission Theater, 3316 
24th St., S.F. Tickets are $15; call 
826-4441 or visit dancemission.com. 
Devin Holt 


TUE 12/3 


Paperback Parody 


POTTER MANIA 


In their paperback form sold on 
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Amazon.com, the seven books that 
make up the Harry Potter series 
have a cumulative 4,193 pages. A 
page chosen at random from Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hallows has 
310 words. Assuming that page is 
average, that makes for more thana 
million words of wizards, spells, 
horcruxes, teen angst and 
Voldemort. This leaves even a 
dedicated reader with an above- 
average reading speed of 300 words- 
per-minute spending 4,333 minutes 
reading the entire series. All of 
which makes Potted Potter: The 
Unauthorized Harry Experience 
- A Parody by Dan and Jeff even 
more impressive. Daniel Clarkson 
and Jefferson Turner, both former 
BBC Television hosts, have 
condensed, or “potted,” the whole 
seven book shebang into one 
70-minute show. This marvel of 
editing prowess isn’t accomplished 
by a steroidal display of speed 
reading or a CliffsNotes-style 
approach, but through endearing 
parody and superior acting skills. 
Dan and Jeff blaze through 360 
different characters with ease and 
even manage to workina 
participatory game of Quidditch. 

Potted Potter: The Unauthorized 
Harry Experience — A Parody by 
Dan and Jeff starts at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Marines Memorial Theatre, 
609 Sutter St., S.F Tickets are 
$51.50-$86.50; call (888) 746- 
1799 or visit pottedpotter.com. 
Devin Holt 
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WED 12/4 


Poetry 


ENDLESS 
LANDSCAPES 


It’s not often you get the chance to 
see Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Gary 
Snyder. One of the five to read at the 
famed “Howl” debut, Snyder has 
spent much of his life in the Sierra 
foothills, becoming one of the 
foremost practitioners of writing that 
explores the relationships between 
regions of land and the peoples who 
inhabit them. He began Mountains 
and Rivers Without End in 1956 and 
published the book 40 years later; 
encompassing geology and 
mythology, Zen Buddhism, Asian art, 
and Native American storytelling, the 
book garnered Snyder many awards, 
including the Bollingen Poetry Prize, 
the Los Angeles Times Robert Kirsch 
Lifetime Achievement Award, and the 
Orion Society’s John Hay Award. To 
celebrate the publication of anew 
edition by Counterpoint Press, City 
Lights will host the poet in a very 
special evening (City Lights has quite 
a history with the poet as well, as it 
has released nine volumes of his 
work). Get there early if you want 

a seat! 

Gary Snyder starts at 7 p.m. at 
City Lights, 261 Columbus Ave., 
S.F. Free; call 362-8193 or visit 
citylights.com. Evan Karp 
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EAI > LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by 
e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), 
or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, S.F., CA 94104). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


4x5 Gallery. David Egan: The Long Way Around: 30 
color and B+W prints by the local photographer. 
Through Dec. 1. San Francisco Found: Mid-century 
views of miscellaneous S.F. locations by amateur 
photographers unknown. Dec. 1-Jan. 12. 442 Haight 
St., S.F., www.4x5gallerysf.com. 

Arc Studios & Gallery. Tranquillium: Collaborative 
installation by Philip Alden Benn and Mido Lee 
illustrating the delicate balance between Man 
and Nature. Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 7. Structure: National 
group exhibition juried by James Bacchi of Arthaus 
Gallery. Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 7. 1246 Folsom, S.F., 298-7969, 
www.arc-sf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Fantasy Faire: Group show 
of fantastical paintings by Sandra Yagi, Graham 
Curran, Larkin Cypher, and Alexandra Manukyan. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 21. 
210 Golden Gate Avenue, S.F., 926-8573, www. 
bashcontemporary.com. 

Blackball Universe Gallery. Urban Outskirts: City 
landscapes painted by Seren Moran, Lorna Strotz, 
and Lauren Scherf-Srivastava. Saturdays, Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 29. 230 Madison St., Oak- 
land, 510-433-0933, www.blackballuniverse.com. 





THU 11/28 


Indigenous Rally 


Caldwell Snyder Gallery. Rik van lersel: City Walks: 
Surreal painted dreamscapes that are strange, silly, 
serious, joyous, and funny. Mondays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 3. 341 Sutter St., S.F., 296- 
7896, www.caldwellsnyder.com. 

California Institute of Integral Studies. DeFremery 
Park, 1965-1970: The Photographs of Kenneth P. 
Green Sr.: Snapshots of late-'60s Oakland by the 
former staff photographer of the Tribune. Through 
Dec. 15. Free. 1453 Mission, S.F., 575-6100, www. 
ciis.edu. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. City 
of Disappearances: Group show featuring works 
from the Kadist Art Foundation and the Zabludo- 
wicz Collection. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 14. 360 Kansas St., S.F., 355-9670, 
www.wattis.org. 

Center for Sex & Culture. Safe Sex Bang: The Buzz 
Bense Collection of Safe Sex Posters: Exhibition of 
sex-positive posters from 1982 onward. Through 
Jan. 31, 2014. Free. 1349 Mission, S.F., 902-2071, 
www.sexandculture.org. 

Electric Works. Dave Schubert: Recent Works: Solo 
show of street photography. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Nov. 30. 1360 Mission St., S.F., 
626-5496, www.sfelectricworks.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Jeremiah Jenkins: Survival Guide: 
Artistic how-to instructions for remaining among 
the living, demonstrated through photos, mixed-me- 
dia, video, and performance. Wednesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Jan. 4. 441 0'Farrell, S.F., 
796-3676, www.evergoldgallery.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Franky Aguilar: Click Here: Internet 
imagery, lo-fi computer art, and other forms of 
“digital junk food for your eyes.” Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays. 252 Fillmore, S.F., 252-9144, 
www.fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Diane Arbus 1971-1956: Photography 
retrospective that starts with the artist's death 
and travels backwards to find her creative origins. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 28. 49 
Geary, S.F., 981-2661, www.fraenkelgallery.com. 

Galeria de la Raza. Katie Dorame: Sifting Screens: 
New paintings combining Hollywood iconography 
with artifacts and images from North American 
native cultures. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 


David Romero 


RETURN 10 ALCATRAZ 


Getting to the Indigenous People's Thanksgiving Sunrise Gathering 
won't be easy. It’s held on Alcatraz Island, so making it before the sun comes 
up will involve a cold and probably fog-shrouded boat ride into the bay. But 
for those who feel uncomfortable celebrating a holiday ripe with heavy tones 
of Manifest Destiny, or anyone wary of Black Friday’s relentless push back- 
wards into Thanksgiving Day, the Sunrise Gathering will provide the perfect 
counterpoint. It’s a 30-year tradition that commemorates the 19-month oc- 
cupation of Alcatraz by the Indians of All Tribes in 1969. The morning serves 
as a family gathering, a rally for Native American rights, and an educational 
event for anyone curious about native culture. This year’s gathering features 
traditional music and dance performances from the Pomo and Mexica tribes 
and All Nations Drum. There is also a welcoming ceremony by Ohlone story- 
teller and activist Ann Marie Sayers, and speeches from Lenny Foster and 
Radley Davis of the International Indian Treaty Council. 

The Indigenous People’s Thanksgiving Sunrise Gathering starts at 
5:45 a.m. on Alcatraz Island. Boats to Alcatraz start leaving at 4:45 a.m. 
from Pier 33, 1398 The Embarcadero, S.F. Tickets are $14; call 981-7625 
or visit alcatrazcruises.com. Devin Holt 
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through Dec. 21. 2857 24th St., S.F., 826-8009, 
www.galeriadelaraza.org. 

Gallery 16. Futurefarmers: Taking Stock: Two-decade 
retrospective of objets d'art from the Bay Area col- 
lective. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
31. 501 Third St., S.F., 626-7495, www.gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Solid Concept VI: Bay Area 
Conceptual Artists: Featuring work by Terry Fox, 
David Ireland, Paul Kos, Tony Labat, Tom Marioni, 
John Roloff, and Al Wong. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 21. 14 Geary, S.F., 433-2710, 
www.gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Glass Door Gallery. Winter Hours: Featuring work by 
Nancy Calef, Ronald Chase, Carl Heyward, Joan 
Stennick, and John Zaklikowski. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Jan. 5. 245 Columbus 
Ave., S.F., 500-2271, www.glassdoorgallery.com. 

The Great Highway Gallery. Daniel McElmury: West 
San Francisco: The Outer Sunset gets its due in 
this ‘photographic exploration of the city's most 
western edge.” Through Dec. 15. 3649 Lawton, S.F., 
681-3380, www.thegreathighway.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Dannielle Tegeder: The Library 
of Abstract Sound: Solo show combining dozens of 
drawings with sound and animation. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Nov. 30. 49 Geary, S.F., 
296-9661, www.gregorylindgallery.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Anoka Farugee: Substance & Accident: 
Moiré paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. Angelina Pwerle: Bush Plum Dream- 
ing: Abstractions. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. 260 Utah St., S.F., 495-5454, www. 
hosfeltgallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Seven Sisters: Group show 
featuring Carrie Mae Weems, Mickalene Thomas, 
Rina Banerjee, Patricia Piccinini, Camille Rose 
Garcia, Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle, Toyin Odutola, and 
Vanessa Prager. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. 464 Sutter, S.F., 677-0770, www. 
jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Polyptych Tales: Group show 
featuring new works by Ursula X Young, Joshua 
Lawyer, and MJ Lindo. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 9. 3318 22nd St., S.F., 647- 
5888, lunarienne.com. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. A Little Piece of Mexico: 
Postcards of Guillermo Kahlo and His Contemporar- 
ies: Vibrant historical views of early 20th century 
Mexico, culled from the private collection of local 
poet Alejandro Murguia. Through Dec. 29. free. 100 
Larkin, S.F., 557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. Breaking the Barriers: 
The American Tennis Association & Black Tennis 
Pioneers: Historical overview of African-American 
tennis legends (e.g., Althea Gibson and Arthur 
Ashe) featuring photos, newspaper accounts, and 
video. Through Jan. 5, 2014. Free. 100 Larkin, S.F., 
557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 

Meridian Gallery. By Mainly Unexpected Means: 
Large group show featuring artists from Palo Alto’s 
Cubberley Studios. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. 535 Powell, S.F., 398-7229, www. 
meridiangallery.org. 

Mini Bar. Mini de los Muertos Art Show: Featuring 
Dia de los Muertos-inspired artwork by Genevieve 
Coleman, Mark Hamer, Beth Loudmouth, and 
Chelsea Tucker. Through Dec. 28. 837 Divisadero 
St., S.F., 525-3565, www.myspace.com/minibarsf. 

Modern Eden. Letter Heads: Group show of text- and 
lettering-infused works curated by Leon Loucheur 
and Dave Foto. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. Leon Loucheur: Sentient City: 
Solo painting exhibition with imagery inspired 
by local animals. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. 403 Francisco, S.F., 956-3303, www. 
moderneden.com. 

Modernism. Autour du Désir (All About Desire): 
Group show including work by Erwin Blumenfeld, 
Lucien Clergue, R. Crumb, Sheldon Greenberg, 
Man Ray, Robert Stivers, Bruce Wolfe, and more. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 21.685 
Market, S.F., 541-0461, www.modernisminc.com. 

Patricia Sweetow Gallery. Jamie Vasta: Femme: 
Glitter portraits of burlesque and drag performers. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 21. 
Free. 77 Geary, S.F., 788-5126, www.patriciaswee- 
towgallery.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. Rachael Jablo: My Days of Losing 
Words: Photographic still lifes and self-portraits 
illustrate the artist's struggle with incapacitating 
chronic migraine. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 5. Crafted at RayKo: Group show 
spotlighting works by Kirk Crippens, Taichi>> 
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Gondaira, Atsuko Morita, Ryuten Paul Rosenblum, 
Henry Walker, and other in-house artists. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 10. McNair 
Evans: Confessions for a Son: A photographic 
tour of emotional and psychological landscapes 
experienced in the wake of the artist's late father. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 5. 428 
Third St., S.F., 495-3773, www.raykophoto.com. 

Rena Bransten Gallery. Edward Burtynsky: Water: 
The large-format industrial photographer trains his 
lens upon the impact of manufacturing on global 
water supplies. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 14. 77 Geary, S.F., 982-3292, www. 
renabranstengallery.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Janos Szasz: High-contrast 
B&W photographs of Soviet-era Hungary from 
the 1950s-'70s. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. 49 Geary, S.F., 421-0122, www. 
kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. Charles Gatewood: 50 Years: 
Retrospective photography exhibit by the legendary 
documenter of American subcultures. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Nov. 30. Free. 49 Geary, 
Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, www.roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Jonathan Runcio: Glass in the 
Garden: Sculptural objects made of steel, concrete, 
and paint. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 14. 1240 22nd St., S.F., 550-7483, www.romery- 
ounggallery.com. 

San Francisco Art Institute. Energy That Is All Around: 
Group show including more than 125 formative 
works by Mission School artists Chris Johanson, 
Margaret Kilgallen, Alicia McCarthy, Barry McGee, 
and Ruby Neri. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 14. Free. sfai.edu/energy. 800 Chest- 
nut, S.F., 771-7020, www.sfai.edu. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Window Installation 
Site. Sabine Reckewell: Dual Inclinations: Geomet- 
rical sculptures made from stretched ribbons. 
Through Jan. 4, 2014. 155 Grove, S.F., 554-6080, 
www.sfartscommission.org. 

SF Camerawork. 2013 Benefit Auction Preview Exhibi- 
tion: Group show featuring over 100 contemporary 
and vintage photos. The live auction takes place 
Dec. 7 at 1 p.m. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 6. 657 Mission, S.F., 512-2020, www. 
sfcamerawork.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). 
Robert Katsusuke Ogata: Splice: Large-scale 
paintings made with chalk, gesso, polymer, and 
paintstick. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 20. Amanda Boe: What | Hold Dear: Digital 
chromogenic photo prints. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 20. 2 Marina Boulevard, 
S.F., 441-4777, www.sfmoma.org. 

Shooting Gallery. Don't Look at Me: Acrylic and 
spray paint works by the German duo Herakut. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 7. 
Blue Skies: New oil paintings by Brian Mashburn (in 
the Project Space). Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. 886 Geary St., S.F., 931-1500, www. 


FRI 11/29 


Art 


SKIN DEEP 





FRI 11/29 


Comedy 


HOMECOMING QUEEN 


Oakland cheerleader-turned-comedienne Anjelah Johnson returns to her 
Bay Area homeland this weekend to perform her stand-up comedy routine at 
Cobb’s. The 31-year-old hottie was a former MADtv cast member best known 
for her impressions and character work, and fans probably remember her be- 
loved character, King Burger cashier Bon Qui Qui, who was always gonna cut 
someone if their order was too complicated. Johnson’s now a full-blown Com- 
edy Central-endorsed stand-up star with a massive following. Her self-depre- 
cating style is extra-endearing because of her good looks, and her observational 
humor, usually based on race and gender differences, is spot-on. And good 
news for her young fans: One of the shows on Sunday is open to all ages. 
Anjelah Johnson performs at Cobb’s Comedy Club, 915 Columbus Ave., 
S.f,at 7 and 9:30 p.m, Nov. 30at 7 and 9:30 p.m.,and Dec. lato and 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $35; call 928-4320 or visit cobbscomedyclub.com. Emilie 


Mutert 


shootinggallerysf.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. All Good Things...: Ephem- 
eral group show featuring photography, video, 
sculpture, installations, time-based art, and other 
impermanent creations. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 21. 934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, 
www.somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. This Will Never Work: Large group 
show inspired by “crazy experiments, doomed 
plans, and quixotic dreams.” Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 14. Sandra Ono: Engrams: 
A biomorphic, site-specific installation made from 
melted plastic sandwich bags. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
12-6 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. 3030 20th St., 
S.F., 863-2141, www.soex.org. 

Toomey Tourell. Nathaniel Price: Drawn: Solo exhi- 


This month, Ana Teresa Fernandez has been an artist-in-residence at the de 
Young Museum, where she’s creating — with the help of museum-goers — an 
abstract, mirrored artwork that explores the subject of skin color, immigration, 
and cultural privilege. The work has been both fun and illuminating — a leap 
of faith for Fernandez and the visitors who venture into the museum’s Kimball 
Education Gallery and find themselves re-creating their own skin tones with 
colors and circular cardboard. The closing reception for “Surface” is a last 
chance to see Fernandez work her magic with people who enter the gallery as 
strangers and leave as active participants in a project that references trips 
across water, explores serious issues, and offers inspiration through art. “It’s all 
about immigration, and race, and migration in general, and noticing the differ- 
ences between race and possibility, and cruel and possibility, and who has to 
dislocate themselves from where they live to obtain possibility,’ says Fernan- 
dez, “but this is done through a very abstract and metaphorical way.” 

The closing reception for “Surface” by Ana Teresa Fernandez starts at 
6 p.m. at de Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive (Golden Gate 
Park), S.E Admission is free; call 750-3600 or visit deyoung.famsf.org. 


Jonathan Curiel 
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bition of drawings and sculptures. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Dec. 15. 49 Geary, S.F., 
989-6444, www.toomey-tourell.com. 

UCSF Women’s Health Center. Serenity: Visions: 
A five-floor exhibit featuring serene artworks 
by Kit Cameron, Blazin, Tama Greenberg, Judith 
Juntura Miller, and Helen S. Cohen to promote the 
healing power of art. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through Jan. 14. 2356 Sutter St., S.F., 353-2293, 
www.ucsfhealth.org. 

White Walls Gallery. Word to Mother: California 
Coming Home: Solo show by the London painter. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 7. 886 
Geary St., S.F., 931-1500, www.whitewallssf.com. 

ZeroFriends. Ransom & Mitchell: die Familie: Demented 
horrorshow portraits of a mythical German family 
whose exploits are far more monstrous than 
your own family's Instagram feed. Or so we hope. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 
29. 489 25th St., Oakland, 510-735-9405, www. 
zerofriends.com. 


COMEDY 


Anjelah Johnson: Nov. 29-Dec. 1, $35. Cobb's Com- 
edy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www. 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Avengers of Comedy: Dash Kwiatkowski assembles 
a team of heroically geeky comedians, including 
headliner Matt Rath and more. Hulk laugh! Tue., 
Dec. 3, 8 p.m., $15. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 
397-7573, www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Bad Movie Night: Santa Claus: The Movie: Hosts Sher- 
ilyn Connelly, Tristan Buckner, and Maura Sipila kick 
off their holiday season with the 1985 film that tried 
to steal all the magic from Christmas. Sun., Dec. 1, 
8 p.m., $6.99. Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, 
S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
$20, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

The Business: A Comedy Show: Featuring Sean Keane, 
Bucky Sinister, Caitlin Gill, Nato Green, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5, thebusinesscomedy.com. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
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guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement St., S.F., 387-6343, 
www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy by Michael: Featuring Cory Robinson and 
Christopher John. Sat., Nov. 30, 8 p.m., $15-$20. 
Englander Sports Pub, 101 Parrott, San Leandro, 
510-357-3571, www.englanderpub.com. 

The Cynic Cave: Black Friday, Pt. 1: George Chen 
and Kevin O'Shea host stand-up comedy by Dave 
Thomason, Emily Maya Mills, Sean Keane, Christian 
Duguay, Erik Krasner, Kimberly Rose Wendt, Vincent 
Chuang, and Miles K. Fri., Nov. 29, 8 p.m., $10, 
cyniccave.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia 
St., S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Cynic Cave: Black Friday, Pt. 2: George Chen and 
Kevin O'Shea host stand-up comedy by Emily Heller, 
Dave Thomason, Emily Maya Mills, Christian Duguay, 
Sean Keane, Clare O'Kane, and Josh Androsky. Fri., 
Nov. 29, 10 p.m., $10, cyniccave.com. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia St., S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Cynic Cave: Two shows featuring Chris Fairbanks, 
Emily Heller, Jules Posner, George Chen, and Kevin 
O'Shea. Sat., Nov. 30, 8 & 10 p.m., $12, cyniccave. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia St., S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dat Phan: Through Nov. 27; Through Nov. 30, $16-$22. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Don't Watch This Show LIVE: Monthly sketch comedy 
program. Fourth Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., 
$10. Stage Werx 446, 446 Valencia St, S.F., www. 
stagewerx.org. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, www. 
johnnyfoleys.com. 

F!#&ing Free Fridays: Even your worst ex can't 
take away your ability to laugh at yourself when 
EndGames Improv riffs on “Your F!#&ed Up Rela- 
tionship” every week. Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free, 
freecomedyfridays.eventbrite.com. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia St., S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 
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Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

Hey Monster, Hands Off My City!: A Night of Comedy: 
Reggie Steele, Johnny Steele, Diane Amos, and 
Michael Meehan perform to raise production funds 
for the film adaptation of Meehan’s 2011 Fringe 
Festival play. Sat., Nov. 30, 7-10 p.m., $25-$45, hey- 
monsterhandsoffmycity.com. Randall Museum, 199 
Museum, S.F., 554-9600, www.randallmuseum.org. 

Hysterical Historical San Francisco: Holiday Edition: 


FRI 11/29 


Film Fest 


FREAK OUT 


Humorous retellings of San Francisco history by 
comic Kurt Weitzmann. Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 29, $30-$40, comedyonthesquare. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, 
www.sheltontheater.com. 

KO Comedy’s Thanksgiving Stuffing: Featuring Kabir 
Singh and Sammy K. Obeid. Wed., Nov. 27, 8 p.m., $15. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, 
www.cobbscomedy.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 


This year marks the 10th anniversary of SF IndieFest’s Another Hole in 
the Head Film Festival. If you aren’t immediately scared to death after a 
single screening, you can enjoy three weeks of independent horror, sci-fi, and 
dark fantasy films. This year’s lineup includes 50 features and 25 shorts (four 
of which are locally made) from the U.S. and around the world. The festival 
kicks off with a screening of All Cheerleaders Die, an’80s-style flick complete 
with cool girl cliques, hot football players, and, of course, supernatural pow- 
ers. It’s followed by Willow Creek, a film about a couple who encounters trou- 
ble while searching for Bigfoot, and includes a Q&A with director Bobcat 
Goldthwait after its screening. If you need a quick break from campy thrill- 
ers, you can catch, well, equally campy yet classic thrillers. Both Steven Speil- 
berg’s Jaws and Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining play entirely in 35mm film. 
Two films that shouldn’t be missed? Motivational Growth, a film about a man 
who, after a failed suicide attempt, begins to take advice from his talking 
bathroom mold, and Remington and the Curse of the Zombadlings, which fea- 
tures flesh-eating drag-queen zombies. Catch the last film, Senn, or duck out 
a bit early to twerk to DJ Brass Tax at the closing night party. 

Another Hole in the Head Film Festival starts at 9 p.m. at the Balboa 
Theatre, 3630 Balboa St., S.E, and continues Dec. 6-Dec. 19 at New Peo- 
ple Cinema, 1746 Post St., S.F. Admission is $10-$12 per film; call 820- 
3907 or visit sfindie.com. Laura Jaye Cramer 


www.oaklandlayover.com. 

Misery Index: Trevor Hill hosts mood-improving com- 
edy by Matt Gubser, Natasha Muse, Ivan Hernandez, 
Josef Anolin, Jenn Dronsky, Nick Palm, and Jessica 
Sele. Mon., Dec. 2, 8 p.m., free, miseryindexsf. 
tumbir.com. The Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom, S.F., 
552-6066, www.ritespotcafe.net. 

The Oy of Sex: Love addiction is a laughing matter 
in this solo theater show (intended for ages 17+) 
written and performed by stand-up comedian Alicia 
Dattner. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 18, $20-$100, aliciadattner.com. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia St., S.F., 826-5750, www. 
themarsh.org. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $15-$25. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Val- 
ley, 383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Romane Event: Featuring Johnny Taylor, Mary-Al- 
ice McNab, Chris Riggins, Chris Storin, Kevin 0’Shea, 
Ivan Hernandez, and host Paco Romane. Wed., Nov. 
27, 8p.m., $10 ($5 if wearing costume), pacoromane. 
com. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, 
www.makeoutroom.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisa- 
tional theater. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, 
improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Will Durst: BoomeRaging: From LSD to OMG: Tues- 
days, 8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 17, $15-$50. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., S.F., 826-5750, 
www.themarsh.org. 


DANCE = 
PERFORMANCES 
Guardianas de la Vida: Spirit Rising Healing Arts 
Festival: A celebration of the International Day 
for the Elimination of Violence Against Women 
and Girls featuring dance performances, poetry, 
speakers, music, and more. Sat., Nov. 30, 7 p.m., 
$15, brownpapertickets.com/event/506820. Dance 
Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F., 273-4633, www. 


dancemission.com. 

The News: This month's installment of the queer 
arts series leans heavily on dance acts, with 
performances by Abby Crain, Detour Dance, Kath- 
leen Hermesdorf, Jesse Hewit, Phoebe Osborne, 
and more. Tue., Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m., $5. SOMArts 
Cultural Center, 934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, www. 
somarts.org. 

Okeanos: A Love Letter to the Sea: Dancers and 
acrobats create a portrait of the ocean in this 
cirque-styled show by the Capacitor performance 
troupe. Saturdays, 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 28, $15-$30 (includes aquarium 
admission), capacitor.org. Aquarium of the Bay, 
Embarcadero, S.F., 623-5300, www.aquariumoft- 
hebay.com. 

So You Think You Can Dance Tour 2013: Performers 
from the hit TV series leap off the screen and onto 
the Warfield stage for two San Francisco shows. 
Sat., Nov. 30, 8 p.m., $52.50-$68 (11/22 show sold 
out). Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, S.F., 345-0900, 
www.thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

The Velveteen Rabbit: ODC/Dance brings back the 
annual family favorite for its holiday alternative to 
Nutcrackermania. Starting Nov. 29, Thursdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Dec. 15, $15-$75, odcdance. 
org. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission, 
S.F., 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors read 
modern and classic short stories. First Monday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Berkeley City 
Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, www. 
berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

Amy Tan: City Arts & Lectures presents an evening with 
the local literary icon as she discusses her newest 
novel, The Valley of Amazement, in conversation 
with Roy Eisenhardt. Tue., Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m., $27, 
cityarts.net. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes St., S.F., 
563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Bazaar Writers Salon: Hosted by Peter Kline with 
readings by Christopher Kempf, Scott Laughlin, and 
Bruce Snider, plus music by Bob Hillman. Mon., Dec. 
2, 7 p.m., facebook.com/bazaarwriterssalon. >> 
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TUE 12/3 


Poetry 


POETRY PORNO 


Using William Burroughs’ cut-up technique to create Frankenstein texts out 
of a combination of her own writing and that of others, Dodie Bellamy 
published the now classic Cunt-Ups in 2001. The book is as interesting for 
its often-violent disembodiment of sex as it is for its inventive use of lan- 
guage, which Bellamy reworked after collaging the various source materials. 
Just released is the much-anticipated sequel, Cunt Norton, which takes the 
same process to a 1975 edition of The Norton Anthology of Poetry. In effect, 
Bellamy is subverting the patriarchal canon, rewriting the work of 33 of the 
book’s authors — including the likes of Shakespeare and John Ashbery — 
whose works sound familiar... but are unmistakably (and often hilariously) 
more full of lust and, ultimately, passion. Bellamy’s readings are deadpan, 
but the material inspires an occasional burst of laughter; the combination 
of “serious work” and unbridled sexuality is a marriage of romance and por- 
nography you're unlikely to encounter anywhere else. 

Dodie Bellamy starts at 7 p.m. at City Lights, 261 Columbus Ave., S.F. 
Free; call 362-8193 or visit citylights.com. Evan Karp 


Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California, S.F., 831-5620, www. 
bazaarcafe.com. 

Dave Prager: The local writer recounts his experiences 
in India’s national capital in Delirious Dehli. Tue., 
Dec. 3, 6 p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building 
Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

Dodie Bellamy: Reading from Cunt Norton, her eroti- 
cized détournement of the 1975 Norton Anthology of 
Poetry. Tue., Dec. 3, 7 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 
261 Columbus, S.F., 362-8193, www.citylights.com. 

EBOB Goes Cold Turkey: The East Bay on the Brain 
reading series welcomes Randall Babtkis, Evan Karp, 
Caitlin Myer, Lauren Traetto, and other local writers 
who have better things to do this holiday weekend 
than go shopping. Sat., Nov. 30, 7 p.m., free. The 
Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, www. 
oaklandlayover.com. 

The Ecology of Consciousness: An Afternoon with 
Ralph Metzner: City Lights presents psychologist 
and psychedelic researcher Ralph Metzner as he 
discusses his seven-volume Ecology of Conscious- 
ness book cycle and myriad subjects pertaining to 
the transformation of the conscious mind. Sat., Nov. 
30, 1 p.m., free with RSVP, peter@citylights.com, 
citylights.com. The Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno St., 
S.F., 500-2323, www.emtab.org. 

The Erotic Reading Circle: Read your erotic writing 
pieces and get feedback from skilled sex writers. 
Fourth Wednesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
Donation, 902-2071, writingourselveswhole.org. 
Center for Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission, S.F., www. 
sexandculture.org. 

Indies First: Inspired by an idea put forth by Sherman 
Alexie, the Booksmith invites guest booksellers — 
including Lisa Brown, Lewis Buzbee, Laura Fraser, 
Daniel Handler, Otto Handler, Cathy Robbins, Ethel 
Rohan, and more — to spend a day recommending 
the best books to customers. Sat., Nov. 30, 10 a.m.- 
10 p.m. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, 
www.booksmith.com. 

Mark Haskell Smith: Reading from his satirical new 
novel, Raw: A Love Story. Mon., Dec. 2, 6 p.m., 
free. Book Passage, | Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F., 
835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books for 
children. Thursdays, noon, free, 252-9990. Paxton 
Gate's Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, S.F., www. 
paxtongate.com. 

Small Press Traffic: Poetry readings by Jared Stanley, 
Jenn McCreary, and Elizabeth Robinson. Sun., Dec. 
1, 5:30 p.m., $6-$10, smallpresstraffic.org. Artists’ 
Television Access, 992 Valencia, S.F., 824-3890, 
www.atasite.org. 

Story Time in the Library: Kids aged 4 to 8 are 
encouraged to sit back and hear stories about 
nature and science. First and Third Sunday of every 
month, 10:30 a.m., free. San Francisco Botanical 
Garden, Martin Luther King Jr., S.F., 564-3239, 
www.sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

World AIDS Day Reading: Featuring readers Mark 
Abramson, Carol Queen, Shar Rednour, and Julia 
Serano. Sun., Dec. 1, 1-4 p.m., $5-$50. Center for 
Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission, S.F., 902-2071, www. 
sexandculture.org. 
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Writers on Writing: Anita Amirrezvani: SFSU Creative 


Writing Department alumna Amirrezvani discusses 
her second novel, Equal of the Sun. Mon., Dec. 2, 7 
p.m., free. SFSU Campus/Humanities Building, 1600 
Holloway, S.F., 338-1111, www.sfsu.edu. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 


AND EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 


The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an adorable 
romp of North American river otters to Pier 39. 
Daily. Okeanos: A Love Letter to the Sea: Dancers 
and acrobats create a portrait of the ocean in this 
cirque-styled show by the Capacitor performance 
troupe. Saturdays, 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 28. $15-$30 (includes aquarium 
admission). capacitor.org. Embarcadero, S.F., 623- 
5300, www.aquariumofthebay.com. 


Asian Art Museum of S.F. The Carved Brush: 24 


artworks by Chinese brush painter Qi Baish. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through July 13. Ina New 
Light: The Asian Art Museum Collection: A display 
of more than 2,500 objects from the museum's 
permanent collection explores the major cultures 
of Asia. Daily. Free with museum admission. In 
Grand Style: Celebrations in Korean Art During 
the Joseon Dynasty: More than 100 historical 
items depict Korean festivals, processions, and 
parties from the late 14th century to the early 
20th. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
12. Proximities 2: Knowing Me, Knowing You: The 
second show in the AAM's three-part exhibition 
focuses on cross-generational relationships in Asian 
families and cultures. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 8. 200 Larkin, S.F., 581-3500, www. 
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asianart.org. 


The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 


into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-S8. 
540 Broadway, S.F., 399-9626, www.thebeatmu- 
seum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 


in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
S.F., 474-1887, www.cablecarmuseum.org. 


California Academy of Sciences. Earthquake: Treat 


your senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Fragile Planet: Float through the 
roof of the Academy's building, zoom through the 
atmosphere, and gain an astronaut's view of Earth 
in this Planetarium feature narrated by Sigourney 
Weaver. Mondays-Fridays. Animal Attraction: Exhibit 
about the wild courtship and mating strategies 
in the animal kingdom. Daily. Cosmic Collisions: 
Planetarium show about crashing astronomical 
interactions ranging from meteorites and moons 
to entire galaxies. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch 
as the Academy's flightless friends are offered 
their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. 
Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's 
live coral tank and offer live explanations of its 
denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake 
Encounter: Get up close and personal with some of 
the Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 
3:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: Learn about the Reef 
Lagoon’'s residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 
Family Nature Crafts: Nature-themed craftmaking 
for kids 5-11. Sundays, 10 a.m. Reindeer Rendezvous: 
Special holiday presentations with live caribou. Dec. 
1-31, noon. 55 Music Concourse, S.F., 379-8000, 
www.calacademy.org. 


Cartoon Art Museum. Searle in America: Career 


retrospective of British cartoonist Ronald Searle. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 30. 
$3-$7. Grains of Sand: 25 Years of The Sandman: 
Neil Gaiman's landmark comic book series gets a 
loving retrospective treatment with over 75 pieces 
of original panel artwork, Dave McKean covers, 
concept sketches, and more (including art from the 
new Sandman: Overture miniseries). Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through March 16. $3-$7. Sam & 
Max - Swift & Mirthful Justice: The Art of Steve 
Purcell: Exhibition of original comic art starring 
Freelance Police sleuths Sam (the dog) and Max 
(the rabbity thing). Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through April 20. $3-$7. Cartoonist-in-Residence: 
Cheeming Boey: Public meet-and-greet session 
with the graphic novelist, computer animator, and 
foam coffee cup artist. Sat., Nov. 30, 1-3 p.m. free. 
655 Mission, S.F., 227-8666, www.cartoonart.org. 


TUE 12/3 


Performance Art 


QUEER EMERGENCE 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Play Things: Toys in 


Peanuts: A nostalgic look at popular old kids’ toys 
as seen in Charlie Brown comics. Mondays, Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 3. Starry, 
Starry Night: Peanuts characters contemplate the 
mysteries of the universe in this exhibit of nocturnal 
comic strips. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through April 27. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 707-579-4452, www.schulzmuseum.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Butterflies & Blooms: Hun- 


dreds of butterflies — including monarchs, swallow- 
tails, painted ladies, and more — flutter among the 
flowers in an exhibition sure to please lepidopterists 
and botanists alike. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 16. $2-$7. 100 John F Kennedy Drive, 
S.F., 666-7001, www.conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. To Build & Be Built: 


Kibbutz History: A look back at the birth and 
evolution of Israel's utopian communes. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
July 1. Jason Lazarus: Live Archive: Includes 
an installation of found/donated photographs, 
re-created signs from the Occupy Movement, live 
piano rehearsals, and more. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through March 
23. Black Sabbath: The Secret Musical History 
of Black-Jewish Relations: An interactive exhibit 
featuring music and video recordings that illus- 
trate the cultural influences shared by Jews and 
African-Americans alike, including performances 
in such genres as jazz, soul, showtunes, and more. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Work in 
Progress: Considering Utopia: Three artists — Oded 
Hirsch, Ohad Meromi, Elisheva Biernoff — examine 
the ideas behind Jewish communal kibbutzim via 
videos, photography, sculptural installation, and 
interactive magnet painting. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 20. Frog 
and Toad and the World of Arnold Lobel: A celebra- 
tion of the children’s book author and illustrator 
featuring over 100 original drawings and works on 
paper. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 23. Drop-in Art Making: 
Weekly art workshops for kids and families. Sundays, 
1-3 p.m. free with museum admission. 736 Mission, 
S.F., 655-7800, www.thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. David Hockney: A Bigger Ex- 


hibition: Q: Just how big is ‘‘bigger’’? A: It’s the 
biggest exhibit in the de Young's history, featuring 
over 300 works by the British artist, including 
paintings, drawings, digital videos, and more. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 20. 
$25. The Art of Bulgari: La Dolce Vita & Beyond 
1950-1990: The jewelry maker merits an appropri- 
ately deluxe exhibit featuring over 150 lustrous 
works from the latter half of the 20th century. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 17. Friday 
Nights at the de Young: An art-focused happy hour, 
with special performances and hands-on activities 
plus cheap admission. Fridays, 5 p.m. Free-. 50 
Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F., 750-3600, www. 
deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Exploratori- 


um's earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze designed 


To remain on the cutting edge, artists need a safe place to experiment — some- 
where to try new work and show unpolished pieces in a supportive environ- 
ment. To truly fly high, sometimes we have to remove the fear of falling, and 
that’s what makes events like The News: Fresh, Queer Performance so im- 
portant. The News is a monthly salon for the best voices emerging from the 
city’s queer performance art scene. It was created by the ubiquitous collaborator 
Kolmel WithLove, who has screened films in the Frameline Film Festival and 
performed all across town, from leather bars and living rooms to Counter- 
PULSE and The Garage. This month’s edition of The News is curated by dancer 
and performance artist Jesse Hewit. It features new work from “anti-dance” 
maker and writer Abby Crain, the musical drag duo Bellows, and the “body-posi- 
tive, age-positive, sex-positive” dance troupe SexiTude, among others. 

The News: Fresh, Queer Performance starts at 7:30 p.m. at SOMArts, 
934 Brannan St., S.F. Tickets are $5; call 863-1414 or visit somarts.org. 
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Dance 


ALOVE THAT 
LASTS 


If there is any myth that has 
wended its way through Western 
thought with great fidelity, it’s the 
story of a mate that fits as neatly 
as a rib into a sternum. Whether 
we, as Aristophanes surmised, 
were once quadruped spheres roll- 
ing in the contentment of unity 
before being cruelly bisected by 
gods who were jealous of our in- 
tense satisfaction, or are simply 
animals wishing to keep our 
mates for a lifetime — like gib- 
bons, vultures, and wolves — we 
want to believe that somewhere in 
the world there is the one other 
person who completes us. Printz 
Dance Project presents 
Soul+Mates, an evening of 
dance, film, and photography cen- 
tered on the subject of eternal 
love, with choreography by Stacey 
Printz, set design by Sean Riley, 
photography by Andre Hermann, 
film by Teresa Brazen, lighting by 
David Szlasa, and original music 
by Kraddy. 

Printz Dance Project pres- 
ents Soul+Mates at 8 p.m. 
and continues through Dec. 
7 at Z Space, 450 Florida St., 
S.F. Tickets are $22-$30; visit 
printzdance.org. Irene Hsiao 


to heighten one’s awareness of the sense of touch — 
reopens at the new location after a slight redesign. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to regular 
museum admission). Comfort Zone: Choreographer 
Benjamin Levy of LEVYdance helped create this 
interactive exhibit that uses a mixture of technology 
and human movement to explore social interaction. 
Through Jan. 31, 2014. Jeppe Heim’s Long Modified 
Benches: Sculptural seating by ‘experiential artist” 
Hein allows resting pedestrians to interact in 
different ways. Through April 1, 2014. Permanent 
Galleries: The family science museum's gigantic new 
complex is split into six separate gallery sections 
that focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all 
with the Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and 
interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Soundscapes: A series of artist-created audio 
experiments and interactive sound installations. 
Tuesdays, Fridays; First Sunday of every month; 
Last Sunday of every month. Continues through 
June 1. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 
screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays, 
12,2 & 4 p.m. Free with museum admission. Pier 15, 
S.F., 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 


Fort Mason. Outdoor Exploratorium: Outdoor art and 


science exhibit. Daily. free. 38 Fort Mason, S.F., 
345-7500, www.fortmason.org. 


GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical 


Society Opens Archives of Pioneering Historian 
Allan Bérubé: Bérubé was one of the pioneers 
in the field of community-based gay history that 
emerged in the 1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT 
Historical Society has opened his papers for use 
by researchers. Daily. 657 Mission, S.F., 777-5455, 
www.glbthistory.org. 


GLBT History Museum. Vicki Marlane: I'm Your 


Lady: Exhibit featuring photographs, video, and 
artifacts illustrating the life and career of the 
Aunt Charlie's Lounge transgender drag performer. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
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Feb. 28. $3-$5. 4127 18th St., S.F., 621-1107, www. 
glbthistorymuseum.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Letters: 
1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, S.F., 777-9060, www. 
tauberholocaustlibrary.org. 

Legion of Honor. Anders Zorn: Sweden's Master 
Painter: Retrospective exhibit featuring 100 oil 
paintings, watercolors, etchings, and sculptures. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 2. 
Matisse from SFMOMA: With its own home currently 
shuttered for renovations, the SFMOMA loans 23 
of the famed French Impressionist’s works to the 
Legion of Honor for a10-month spell. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Sept. 7. Bowles Porcelain 
Gallery: Porcelain from England and continental 
Europe. Daily. Darren Waterston: A Compendium of 
Creatures: These 12 color aquatints from the artist's 
portfolio A Swarm, A Flock, A Host: A Compendium 
of Creatures update the concept of the medieval 
bestiary. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
29. $6-$10. 100 34th Ave., S.F., 750-3600. 

Los Gatos Museum. American Bohemia: The Cats Es- 
tate in Los Gatos: A look at the literary lives of C.E.S 
Wood and Sara Bard Field, including home movies, 
audio recordings, rare photographs, books, letters, 
and more. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 20. 75 Church St., Los Gatos, 408-395-7375. 

San Francisco Main Library. Digging Deep: Under- 
neath San Francisco Public Library: Historical 
artifacts found at the library site, which was once 
a cemetery as well as City Hall. Daily. 100 Larkin, 
S.F., 557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 

Mexican Museum. An Inspired Gift: The Rex May 
Collection of Popular Art: Mexican folk art paintings, 
wooden sculptures, ceramics, glass, and textiles. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through March 16. 
Free. Marina & Buchanan, S.F., 202-9700, www. 
mexicanmuseum.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. The Tree of Life and 
Death: Dia de los Muertos 2013: Eduardo Pineda 
curated this nine-artist exhibit of altars and installa- 
tions with a focus on life and death in humans and na- 
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Dance 


EXPERIMENTAL INTIMACY 


Expect a blend of shrewd concepts and innovative, improvised movement in 
the metrics of intimacy, a collaboration between choreographers Christian 
Burns and Hope Mohr. If this sounds like some stuffy, high-art performance 
piece, think again. Burns’ work is intelligent, accessible, and often surprisingly 
funny. His unique combination of impulsive performance quality and calm 
confidence make him and his company, burnsWORK, one of the most origi- 
nal dance voices in the Bay Area. He choreographs and performs the metrics of 
intimacy alongside Hope Mohr, artistic director of Hope Mohr Dance, whose 
focus on the creative process is highly experimental and consistently refresh- 
ing. Both Burns and Mohr have backgrounds in classical ballet (Burns trained 
at The School of American Ballet in New York City and Mohr, a San Francisco 
native, trained at The San Francisco Ballet School) which gives their work a 
certain clarity that can often be undervalued in contemporary dance. The re- 
sults are choreography that’s both poignant and viewer-friendly. The work is 
performed at The Garage, an underground venue so cozy you might end up 
practically sitting on someone’s lap — the perfect place to observe the capabil- 


ities of the human body. 


Christian Burns and Hope Mohr present the metrics of intimacy at 8 
p.m. and runs through Dec. 5 at The Garage, 715 Bryant St., S.F. Admis- 
sion is a $10-$20 suggested donation; call 289-2000 or visit 715bryant. 


org. Laura Jaye Cramer 


ture alike. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 8. Above and Below: Stories of Our Changing 
Bay: An interactive, multidisciplinary exhibition 
about the physical changes undergone by the San 
Francisco Bay over the past 6,000 years. Through 
Feb. 23, 2014. $6-$12. Peter Stackpole: Bridging the 
Bay: Black-and-white photographs chronicling the 
construction of the original Bay Bridge in the 1930s. 
Through Jan. 26, 2014. $6-$12. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 
510-238-2200, www.museumca.org. 


The Presidio Trust. Welcome to the Presidio: Two gal- 
leries — “Presidio Milestones” and “The Next Chap- 
ter: Creating a Future from Our Past” — illustrate 
the Persidio’s transition from a military base into 
a national park and beyond. Wednesdays-Sundays, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. Free. 103 
Montgomery St., S.F., 561-5300, www.presidio.gov. 

Randall Museum. Drop-in Family Ceramics Workshop: 
Each week the Randall offers drop-in pottery and 
ceramics workshops. Saturdays, 10:15 a.m. $6. 
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Drop-in Science Workshop: Each week kids and 
parents can participate in artistic activities that 
illuminate some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 
a.m. $4. Meet the Animals: Live presentations about 
the animals who live at the museum. Saturdays, 
11 a.m. Free. Hey Monster, Hands Off My City!: A 
Night of Comedy: Reggie Steele, Johnny Steele, 
Diane Amos, and Michael Meehan perform to raise 
production funds for the film adaptation of Meehan's 
2011 Fringe Festival play. Sat., Nov. 30, 7-10 p.m. 
$25-$45. heymonsterhandsoffmycity.com. 199 
Museum, S.F., 554-9600, www.randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Museum of Craft & Design. Jerry 
Takigawa: False Food: Exhibit of photographs and 
assemblages made using plastic consumer junk 
(e.g., Soda bottle caps) often mistaken for food by 
animals in the wild. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through Jan. 19. 2569 3rd St., S.F., 773-0303, 
www.sfmcd.org. 

UC Berkeley Art Museum. Rebar: Kaleidoscope: A 
colorfully modular and interactive seating sculpture 
from the inventors of the parklet. Through Dec. 31, 
2015. 2626 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-0808, www. 
bampfa.berkeley.edu. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. Water to Paper, 
Paint to Sky: The Art of Tyrus Wong: Retrospective 
exhibit featuring over 150 works by former Dis- 
ney artist Tyrus Wong, whose ethereal paintings 
influenced the iconic look of Bambi and other 
classic family films. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Feb. 3. Bruno Bozzetto: 
Animation, Maestro!: Exhibit of pencil drawings, 
cels, and backgrounds from Allegro non Troppo 
and other works by the Italian animator. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 7.104 
Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, www.waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Kota Ezawa: 
Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier 
boardwalk and amusement park in Seaside Heights, 
NJ — the destruction of which became an iconic 
image of Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed 
in the YBCA’s Third Street courtyard. Through 
Nov. 30, 2015. Free. Films by Fassbender: 10-film 
retrospective of provocative German director 
Rainer Werner Fassbinder; see the YBCA website 
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for titles and showtimes. Thursdays, Saturdays, 
Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21. $8-$10. 
Dissident Futures: Group exhibit offering multiple 
perspectives on possible alternate/utopian futures. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 26. 
$8-$10. The Velveteen Rabbit: ODC/Dance brings 
back the annual family favorite for its holiday 
alternative to Nutcrackermania. Starting Nov. 29. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 15. 
$15-$75. odcdance.org. 701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, 
www.ybca.org. 


TALKS 


The Age of Amazon and Twitter: Bloomberg Busi- 
nessweek writer Brad Stone and NYT columnist 
Nick Bilton give insights into the two Internet 
giants. Tue., Dec. 3, 6:30 p.m., $7-$65. Common- 
wealth Club, 595 Market, S.F., 597-6700, www. 
commonwealthclub.org. 

Amy Tan: City Arts & Lectures presents an evening with 
the local literary icon as she discusses her newest 
novel, The Valley of Amazement, in conversation 
with Roy Eisenhardt. Tue., Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m., $27, 
cityarts.net. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes St., S.F., 
563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

The Ecology of Consciousness: An Afternoon with 
Ralph Metzner: City Lights presents psychologist 
and psychedelic researcher Ralph Metzner as he 
discusses his seven-volume Ecology of Conscious- 
ness book cycle and myriad subjects pertaining to 
the transformation of the conscious mind. Sat., Nov. 
30, 1 p.m., free with RSVP, peter@citylights.com, 
citylights.com. The Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno St., 
S.F., 500-2323, www.emtab.org. 

Intoxicating Spirits: Slaves, Scurvy, and Pirates: The 
S.F. Obscura Society presents a salon dedicated to 
rum and its history. Liquor tasting flight included 
in ticket price. Tue., Dec. 3, 7-10 p.m., $20, https:// 
www.facebook.com/SFObscuraSociety. DNA Lounge, 
375 ith St., S.F., 626-1409, www.dnalounge.com. 

West Coast Live: Weekly radio show featuring local 
and touring acts including authors, musicians, and 
comedians, with host Sedge Thomson. Saturdays, 
10 a.m., $15-$18, 664-9500, www.wcl.org. Multiple 
San Francisco Locations, multiple addresses, S.F. 
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g Balancing Acts 


By Lily Janiak 


The gymnast who can stand 
her whole body on one hand for min- 
utes on end never lost her balance. The 
tumblers who spin and dance atop up- 
turned partners’ feet made no mis- 
steps. The acrobat who summits a pole 
as easily as if he were skipping up a 
flight of stairs before plunging back 
down stopped himself inches above 
the ground. 

But if the strength and technique 
of performers in Amaluna are as 
superlative, and the designs that 
support them as lavish, as in pretty 
much every Cirque de Soleil show, 
this latest from the 29-year-old in- 
ternational circus juggernaut suffers 
from a lack of focus. Ironically, that’s 
precisely what, in addition to its es- 
chewing of live animals, is supposed 
to distinguish Cirque de Soleil from 
other circuses: narratives and themes 
to make the show a coherent and 
meaningful piece of quasi-theater 
instead of a mere variety show. 

Amaluna was written and directed 
by the Broadway director Diane Pau- 
lus, who was supposedly inspired by 
moon goddesses from different cul- 
tures (making it girl-power-friendly) 
and Shakespeare’s The Tempest. The 
latter isn’t exactly a feminist text, 
which may explain why Paulus, after 
devising a world-rending storm, 
focuses on the story’s love plot and 
the monster (rendered here as a di- 
nosaur-like creature who, in an inge- 
nious feat of costuming, can control 
the wag of his tail) who’s protective 
of the girl. Further, only one or two 
characters have clear connections 
to the moon; most groups of char- 


Jamie DeWolf is 
our vulgar guic 
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acters serve no other narrative pur- 
pose than to introduce a new color 
scheme. 

These problems would be more 
forgivable if Paulus hadn't front-load- 
ed the most exciting acts and padded 
the rest with juvenile and overlong 
clown sequences. After beginning 
with near sensory overload, much 
of the show's second half is tiny and 
practically still. One of these scenes 
features “balance goddess” Lara 
Jacobs Rigolo building a room-sized 
tree out of 13 palm leaf ribs, all of 
which she supports on one point of 
her arm. The act tries to make a pre- 
carious moment in a game of Jenga 
last for about 15 minutes, which 





Adjiny jaluqes 


might have been fine in another show 
but was a letdown here after the pyro- 
technics of the first act, and a disser- 
vice to the talent of the performer. 


Tourettes Without Regrets, the 
long-running Oakland-based monthly 
variety show, also consists (in part) of 
the kinds of acts you might see in a cir- 
cus. November’s show, for example, 
features the dance-trapeze artist 
Shannon Gray. At the completion of 
her act, which in another context 
might have looked artsy and delicate, 
she was given no awestruck circus au- 
dience’s applause, but a rock star’s wild 
fanfare. 

The genius of Tourettes Without 
Regrets is the way it mixes the rar- 
ified — aerial work, an indie rock 
concert, a 1930s chorus line, a poetry 
slam — with the downmarket: stand- 
up comedy, dirty haiku battles, and 
raw-meat-toss contests. All of these 
art forms, the show suggest, are 
equally worthy of our esteem. 

It’s not a particularly novel no- 
tion — postmodernist art has been 
asserting the same for decades — but 
Tourettes Without Regrets does the 
impossible with it: getting legions of 
young people to watch live perform- 
ing arts. Its success derives partly 
from affordable ticket prices, but also 
largely from the event’s structure, 
which is more like a concert than, 
say, a piece of theater: There is free- 
dom to walk around, talk, drink, and 
go outside as the show is going on. 
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Yet Tourettes Without Regrets is not 
as cool as it could be, largely because 
of the persona adopted by host Jamie 
DeWolf. Introducing each act or stag- 
ing contests among audience mem- 
bers, he acts like a second-rate comedy 
club or game-show host, making per- 
functory sex and race jokes, cramming 
“fuck” into each phrase. This is as he 
promotes other shows and congrat- 
ulates the audience for not sitting at 
home and watching TV. 

The problem is not that Tourettes 
Without Regrets requires a classier 
host — far from it — but rather that 
the mode DeWolf adopted was so 
obviously fake and pandering to an 
audience the company has underesti- 
mated. The acts are so good on their 
own (even the poetry slamming), and 
so excellent in combination, that they 
don’t need a cartoon jumping up and 
down telling us how great they are, 
and how great we are for watching 
them. There, perhaps, lies the variety 
show's next challenge: to come up 
with a frame for the show that’s as 
radical and vital as the show itself. 


Amaluna 


Through Jan. 12 at the Big Top at 
AT&T Park, S.F. $45-$270; (800) 
450-1480 or cirquedusoleil.com. 


Tourettes Without Regrets 


First Thursday of every month 
at the Oakland Metro, 630 
Third St., Oakland. $10; 
touretteswithoutregrets.com. 
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KILL YOUR TELEVISION 


The Bold and 
the Beautiful 


It had the hazy, disjointed feel of a 
dream. I was sitting in The Real World 
house on Sutter, on the edge of the 
Tenderloin. The producer plonked me 
down in the foyer, if you could call it 
that. Really, the entire space was one 
big soundstage created out of an of- 
fice building. Partitions separated 
each room, all of which were deco- 
rated with bold colors and funky gim- 
crack. It reminded me of the “It’s a 
Small World” ride, in that up close 
and live it looked pretty rinky-dink. 
At Disneyland, you wait an hour to 
get in your boat and then float past 
painted particleboard cutouts of kids 
with glitter on their faces doing the 
hula, an Irish jig, or the watusi. Here I 
saw various stereotypes of America’s 
youth shuffle by: the bad boy, the an- 
drogyne, the hot chick, the slut, 
united by the the common denomina- 
tor of having fucking amazing bodies. 
I'd always won- 
dered if a great 
body on TV 
looked as good in 
person; the cam- 
era adds 10 
pounds, after all. 
But no, these phy- 
siques were wor- 
thy of the Leni 
Riefenstahl treat- 
ment. Then there 
were their person- 
alities, which were 
charming itali- 
cized. One girl was being interviewed 
by another journalist, and I marveled 
at her poise, confidence, and candor. 

MTV knows what it’s doing. 

I decided that, instead of meet- 
ing every single person in the cast, 
I would just get paired up with 
one, and I knew immediately who 
I wanted. When I first saw her I 
thought she was a drag queen, 
something that I later found out 
she takes as a compliment. “Hi!” she 
said to me, bounding up, hand out 
for a firm shake. She was a tall, slim 
African-American with a poof of 
hair and impossibly perfect teeth. 
“Tm Arielle,” she said, launching 
into her intro as if she knew she 
had to do it but really didn’t want 
to, but also in possession of enough 
self-esteem that she knew I would 
find what she had to say interesting. 
Sadly, I did. She’s a model who lives 
in Oakland, but she really wants to 
be a film director, and she spends 
most of her free time making in- 
dependent horror movies. “I made 
my roommates my subjects!” she 
laughed. Now there's an idea... dis- 
member the entire Real World cast 
on camera. I instantly liked her. 
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MTV knows what it’s doing. 

She gave me a tour. There was 
the requisite hot tub, the hidden 
corners where either sex or confes- 
sions between cast members took 
place; the bedrooms, which still 
seemed to bear the energy stamps 
of a ton of banging. Was there a lot 
of sex this season? “Oh, hell yes,” 
she said. Of course. MTV has had 
to try to amp up everything in an 
attempt to keep viewers interested 
in the franchise. So far, it hasn’t 
worked, and rumor has it that if 
this next season doesn’t see better 
numbers, it will be its last. 

We meandered past the other 
cast members, all of whom seemed 
a bit weary. Filming had finished 
and they were doing press junkets 
and publicity stills. Soon they 
would go back to their real lives. 

When I was 21, I wanted to be on 
this show so badly. The pull to fame 
for just being yourself — especially 
for just being yourself — was great. 
I needed validation. There’s a power 
in being pretty, but being pretty on 
TV and then having the world want 

you for both 
your beauty 
and your wit? 
Instant self-es- 
teem. Of course, 
we all know how 
this story goes: 
You get it and 
then you still 
feel like shit. 
Fast-forward to 
the drug over- 
dose. 

Arielle, how- 
ever, seems like 
one of those people who has never 
needed validation. She just is confi- 
dent and interesting. She makes no 
bones about the fact that she is on 
the show to try and launch her film- 
making career. She also knew who 
Dario Argento was, so she passed 
my Horror 101 test. An entire cast 
of self-actualized people would be 
boring though, so I was reassured 
when | found out that there is a su- 
per-conservative, naive waif in the 
cast, along with a loosey-goosey ho 
bag and a macho shithead. Just like 
every season. 

“Did you have fun?!” the produc- 
er asked me on the way out. I really 
did. In fact, I felt a lot different 
about The Real World after meeting 
Arielle and spending time with 
everyone. What would probably 
have been a total hit piece on the 
entire genre softened into my being 
the president of the Arielle Scott 
Fan Club. I might even watch the 
freakin’ show. 

MTV knows what it’s doing. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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Includes office 
visit, PSA test, 
Testosterone 
test, Ultrasound 
test, one year of 
follow up visits 
plus a test dose 
of medication 
guaranteed 
to work in 10 
minutes! 


AllErectle December 
Dysfunction S oacia S31 QS) 


and 
Premature 
Ejaculation 
Issues 
can be 
successfully 
treated 


TODAY! 





Helping You To Achieve Advanced Performance! 
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2 
- Sharito Copley and his bad- 
guy sc arring in Oldboy. 


Oldboy 
Rated R. Opens Friday at Century 
Centre 9, AMC Van Ness 14, and 
Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. 
This is a durably movie-ready concept 
if ever there was one. A loutish drunk- 
ard finds himself abducted and stashed 
in solitary confinement for 20 years, 
then abruptly released and wondering: 
What was that all about? Also: Which 
way to revenge? The original Oldboy 
wasn't exactly original, but Park Chan- 
wook’s celebrated film made such exu- 
berant and imaginative use of a pulp 
scenario that it got a lot of people’s at- 
tention. Spike Lee, for one, who now 
has remade it with style and skill but 
without enough oddity or purpose. In 
the lead role, Josh Brolin gets a very 
watchable variety of appearances, and 
a more limited range of feelings. He 
looks great as a black-suited bruiser but 
can't seem to help also being a bore. It 
might be something in the atmosphere 
of directorial detachment: Surely this 
being a genre exercise and a style show- 
piece didn’t mandate a Samuel L. Jack- 
son on autopilot, a tediously mannered 
Sharlto Copley, an Elizbeth Olsen 
who’s lovely but not much else. The 
driving plot is sufficiently twisted, in 
more than one sense, but visceral 
thrills and athletic camerawork seem 
only to bring out the actors’ limita- 
tions. Fans of the first Oldboy should 
enjoy how Lee has leveled up certain 
set pieces, and reflexive remake-haters 
should enjoy carping about superfluity. 
Does that make this movie a crowd- 
pleaser? Lee has said the violence isn’t 
cartoonish, but it is, because the sce- 
nario is. Of course even his master- 
piece Do the Right Thing has cartoonish 
aspects, which goes to show how much 
intention matters. The most unex- 
pected, unsettling thing about Oldboy 
is that it’s somehow a Spike Lee joint 
without any discernible point of view. 
Jonathan Kiefer 
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Is the Man Who Is Tall Happy? 
Not Rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie. 
How odd: a film about Noam Chomsky 
by Michel Gondry. And how great: a 
lucid dream about the basic nature of 
human communication. Neither a ha- 
giography nor an ad hominem attack, 
this refreshingly agenda-less movie is 
self-described as “an animated conver- 
sation” for reasons of literal accuracy. 
It results from Gondry hanging out in 
Chomsky’s MIT office, encouraging 
the famed linguist to hold forth on the 
history of science and how language 
works, then illustrating what he says 
with hand-drawn animation. 
Chomsky’s got an answer, usually a 
long answer, for everything — except, 
tellingly, the question of what makes 
him happy. He considers that question 
an indulgence, which seems prudent 
when it’s coming from Gondry, the 
famed French auteur of digressive 
whimsy. But that’s part of why this 
meeting of minds is so fertile. Gondry 
says he uses a lot of his own misunder- 
standing as a source of inspiration, 
and what's amazing here is how well 
his stylistically primitive but in fact vi- 
sually sophisticated drawings clarify 
Chomsky’s sometimes confounding 
prattle. The film’s clunky title might 
seem like a willful Gondryism of im- 
perfect English, but actually it’s from 
Chomsky, who stresses how import- 
ant it is that, given “the man who is 
tallis happy,’ children just know 
which “is” to move to turn that state- 
ment into a question. (We'll just have 
to do without the obvious improve- 
ment that neither man suggests: “Is 
the tall man happy?”) J.K. 


The Great Beauty 
Not rated. Opens Friday 
at the Opera Plaza. 
If calling a movie “Fellini-esque’ is a cli- 
ché, then applying that term to an Ital- 
ian movie about an older, creatively 
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blocked artist wandering through a 
decadent, occasionally grotesque yet 
always beautiful modern Rome borders 
on lazy. And still, if the Bruno Magli 
Maioco fits: Paolo Sorrentino’s The 
Great Beauty is molto felliniano. But it’s 
a damn good Fellini. The aging artist is 
Jep Gambardella (Toni Servillo), a 
writer who has managed to coast on 
the success of a single novel he wrote 
40 years earlier, so much so that even 
with his current journalism gig he has 
an impossibly perfect apartment in 
Rome overlooking both the Coliseum 
anda verdant nunnery. Jep now finds 
himself taking stock of just what it all 
means, while floating through a Rome 
of parties, casual nude performance 
art, gorgeous lighting, and fluid cam- 
era work, and in which in people post 
naked selfies to Facebook, because 
even in Italy it’s 2013. Another updat- 
ing from Fellini’s world is that the prac- 
tically obligatory dwarf (Giovanna 
Vignola) is an actual character — she’s 
Jep’s editor, no less. Something that 
hasn't changed are the images of per- 
missiveness and open sexuality that 
once made foreign films, Italian in par- 
ticular, seem so exotic. The taboos may 
be fewer, but The Great Beauty still goes 
places most American films don't. 


Sherilyn Connelly 


Toni Servillo 
in The Great 
Beauty 
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Another Hole in the Head And why not another hole, 
anyway? Maybe it’s just five-hole chauvinism that 
suggests that a sixth is unneeded — and there's 
probably been a film about the joys of trepanation 
at the Another Hole in the Head Film Festival, now 
entering its 10th year of splattering the best in 
horror, sci-fi, and fantasy fare across local screens. 
The fest's Decennial (the tin/aluminum anniversary!) 
plays at the Balboa Theater from Nov. 29 through Dec. 
5, then continues at the New People Cinema from 
Dec. 6 through Dec. 19. Highlights out of the dozens 
of features and shorts include Dec. 7's screening of 
Josh Laner’s My Other Me, an unusually sensitive 
documentary about the frequently maligned cosplay 
subculture, as well as Dec. 12's showing of Stanley 
Kubrick's The Shining played backwards and forwards 
simultaneously. (It makes sense if you've seen Room 
237, though The Shining also plays forwards-only in 
35mm on Dec. 5 for the traditionalists.) But perhaps 
the greatest horror to be found comes on the after- 
noon of Nov. 30, when the Balboa plays more than 
three hours of Saturday-morning cartoons from the 
1980s and 1990s, including the sublime (the timeless 
Looney Tunes) and the ridiculous (the quintessentially 
'80s He-Man and the Masters of the Universe). Kids 
are admitted free, and cereal will be provided for 
everyone's mouth-holes. (S.C.) 

Black Nativity Kasi Lemmons’ musical drama has a pe- 
culiar relationship to its declared source material, the 
Langston Hughes play of the same name. Langston 
Hughes exists in the movie's universe, to the extent 
that teenaged protagonist (Jacob Latimore) is named 
after him. Growing up poor in Baltimore, the troubled 
Langston is sent by his struggling mother Naima 
(Jennifer Hudson) to spend Christmas in Harlem 
with the grandparents he's never met, the strict 
Reverend Cornell (Forest Whitaker) and his wife, 
Aretha (Angela Bassett). He arrives just in time for the 
annual Christmas Eve performance of Black Nativity 
at Cornell's church, though the play-within-the-movie 
doesn't draw heavily from Hughes’ play. The picture's 
main storyline is Langston dealing with his fractured 
family and learning to make the right choices in life, 
and while that melodrama doesn't always mesh 
with the material of the play, during those scenes 
is when the film really comes alive, particularly in a 
Wiz-like dream sequence, and thanks inno small part 
to Mary J. Blige’s “Angel” character. But the movie 
is so earnest, and the performances so joyous, the 
tonal issues become irrelevant. Black Nativity is also 
a musical outside the play, and Lemmons wisely gives 
Hudson verses even when she’s geographically far 
from the action. Hopefully this isn’t their last musical 
collaboration. (S.C.) 

Homefront Stallone. Statham. Franco? Why not, right? 
For this action thriller about a single-dad DEA agent 
(Jason Statham) tussling with a small-town meth 
kingpin (James Franco), old man Sly confines himself 
to producer and script duty only, adapting Chuck 
Logan's novel. It does have the stamp of vintage 
Stallone, though: Statham’s character just wants a 
quiet life with his 10-year-old daughter (Izabela Vi- 
dovic), but obviously that would be such a waste of his 
ass-kicking skills. Director Gary Fleder gets into the 
rubbishy mood with ease, and there's an appealing 
if undisciplined generosity about the inclusion of 
supporting players such as a reliable Frank Grillo as a 
dangerous thug; a garishly emaciated Kate Bosworth 
as a junkie; an unexpected Winona Ryder as a biker 
chick; a winning, with-it Omar Benson Miller as our 
hero's trusty ally; and a comely Rachelle Lefevre 
as his love interest, whom the film unfortunately 
abandons. There’s no suspense whatsoever in the 
central conflict, but some satisfaction to be had from 
the metaphorical clash of moviegoer civilizations: 
By now Franco represents — self-consciously, of 
course — a certain manner of florid affectation that 
sometimes you just want the straight-ahead Statham 
to step up and squash. (J.K.) 


ONGOING 


Broken Circle Breakdown Felix Van Groeningen’s 
Broken Circle Breakdown portrays a kind of rela- 
tionship dynamic that isn't often seen in movies, 
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particularly American movies — so it’s fitting that it 
is a Belgian film, one which examines the influence 
of American culture and politics on the rest of the 
world. The picture jumps freely around the timeline 
of the relationship of punky tattoo-aficionado Elise 
(Veerle Baetens) and bluegrass-aficionado and 
wannabe-cowboy Dieder (Johan Heldenbergh, 
sporting the fakest-looking beard since Thomas Bo 
Larsen’s in The Hunt) as they come together, start a 
family, and lose it all. The soundtrack is wall-to-wall 
bluegrass, including several performances from 
Elise and Dieder's band, and while there are intima- 
tions of A Star is Born-style strife — channeling Kris 
Kristofferson would justify Heldenbergh’'s horrible 
facial hair, at least — Broken Circle Breakdown goes 
in a different direction, pondering whether a couple 
can survive under great emotional stress when 
they have very different ideas about religion, and 
what it means to sing a Christian song like “Will the 
Circle be Unbroken?” when you have every reason 
to distrust the religion it glorifies. Van Groeningen’'s 
camera is smitten with Baetens’ inked flesh, and 
the tattoos are central to the film's marketing, but 
if the audience comes for the skin and stays for the 
music and the drama, so be it. (S.C.) 


Dallas Buyers Club Having lost 40 pounds to embody 


AIDS activist Ron Woodroof, Matthew McConaughey 
may resemble a shadow of his former self in Dallas 
Buyers Club, but his outsized charisma — here 
colored with subtle vulnerability — is nonetheless 
the spark that enlivens this tale of unlikely rebel- 
lion. Jean-Marc Vallée’s film commences in 1986 
with redneck electrician-cum-hustler Woodruff 
screwing anonymous women at a Texas bull-riding 
event while one of the competitors dies — ominous 
foreshadowing for the subsequent revelation that 
Woodroof's promiscuity has left him with full-blown 
AIDS and, according to a doctor (Denis O'Hare), only 
30 days to live. That diagnosis is met with resistance 
by Woodroof, who with the aid of transsexual Rayon 
(Jared Leto) combats the medical establishment 
(and its promotion of the drug AZT) by establishing 
a buyer's club where members are given access to 
medicine Woodroof imports from Mexico and over- 
seas. Also charting Woodroof's waning homophobia, 
burgeoning relationship with a sympathetic doc 
(Jennifer Garner), and mounting conflict with the FDA, 
the film occasionally feels overstuffed with incidents 
that have been dramatized in dull black-and-white 
terms. Vallée compensates for that shortcoming by 
embellishing the action with quick-insert snapshots 
of quiet moments that lend necessary depth to his 
cast's characterizations. Ultimately, however, Dallas 
Buyers Club is McConaughey’s show. Gaunt to the 
point of sickliness, the actor wields his trademark 
Southern-devil charm as both a weapon and as 
armor, all while layering his charismatic bluster with 
an anger that lends poignant weight to his portrait 
of Woodroof's fight for life and, in the process, for 
his — as well as other AIDS sufferers’ — basic human 
dignity. (N.S) 


The Hunger Games: Catching Fire The seeds of rebel- 


lion take root in The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, 
an across-the-board superior sequel thanks in part 
to the stewardship of Francis Lawrence. Ditching 
predecessor Gary Ross’ ceaseless shaky-cam, 
Lawrence's direction has a clean precision that 
amplifies the mounting tension of his story, which 
initially finds former Hunger Games victors Katniss 
Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence) and Peeta Mellark 
(Josh Hutcherson) attempting to maintain their 
phony romance in the media spotlight. While its 
portrait of celebrity as a powerful (and easily ma- 
nipulated) tool of social change is given somewhat 
short shrift, the film nonetheless maintains compel- 
ling focus on Katniss’ struggle with revolutionary 
responsibility as well as romantic confusion, thanks 
to her competing feelings for boyfriend Gale (Liam 
Hemsworth) and Peeta. Despite ably fleshing out 
Katniss’ inner conflicts, the overlong first half tends 
to drag a bit, with the pace picking up once Katniss 
and her fellow Games victors are forced to compete, 
again, by President Snow (Donald Sutherland), a 
tyrant eager to break Katniss and, in the process, 
quell a budding insurgency by oppressed subjects 
who view Katniss as the symbol of their possible 
salvation. A ridiculous skirmish with baboons not- 
withstanding, the eventual kill-or-be-killed Games 
prove thrilling, though this cliffhanger-y second 
series installment thrives mainly because of the 
magnetic Lawrence, whose mixture of compassion, 
loyalty, and ferocity turns Katniss into a stirring 
figure of righteous — and, in a climactic shot that 
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appropriates imagery normally reserved for men, 
Christ-like — heroism. (N.S.) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


Aquarium of the Bay. Who Cares About Kelsey?: 
Documentary about the struggles of children with 
behavioral disabilities, followed by a Q&A session with 
director Dan Habib. Mon., Dec. 2, 5 p.m. free. dan- 
habib.eventbrite.com. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
623-5300, www.aquariumofthebay.com. 

Artists’ Television Access. Other Cinema: U.K. Syn- 
thpop: Screening of the Synth Britannia electronic 
music documentary, preceded by live music from 
John Davis, Lana Voronina, and Headboggle. Sat., Nov. 
30, 8:30 p.m. $8. othercinema.com. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 824-3890, www.atasite.org. 

The Castro Theatre. Godard Film Series: The French 
directorial legend is honored with a month of midweek 
screenings that include Breathless (Nov. 6), Weekend 
(Nov. 13), Band of Outsiders (Nov. 27), and a special 
50th anniversary restoration of Contempt (Nov. 20). 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Continues through Nov. 27. $8.50- 
$11. We Were Here: The devastating effect of AIDS on 
the San Francisco gay community is the focus of this 
documentary, originally premiered at the Castro in 
2011 and now screening in solemn celebration of World 
AIDS Day. Sun., Dec. 1, 7 p.m. $8.50-S11. 429 Castro, 
San Francisco, 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. Blue Is the Warmest Color: French coming- 
of-age love story (based on the cult graphic novel) 
that won the Palme d'Or at the 2013 Cannes Film 
Festival. Daily. The Rocky Horror Picture Show: The 
Bawdy Caste performs onstage while the ultimate 
cult film plays in the background. Last Saturday of 
every month, 11:59 p.m. $9-$10. 2261 Fillmore St., San 
Francisco, 267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
Market/SanFrancisco/SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Santa Claus: 
The Movie: Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Tristan Buckner, 
and Maura Sipila kick off their holiday season with 
the 1985 film that tried to steal all the magic from 
Christmas. Sun., Dec. 1, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, 
San Francisco, 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Dallas Buyers Club: Mat- 
thew McConaughey continues his run of challenging 
roles in this true-life tale of a 1980s Texas cowboy 
who's diagnosed as HIV positive. Daily. 12 Years a 
Slave: Chiwetel Ejiofor, Michael Fassbender, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, and Brad Pitt star in director Steve Mc- 
Queen's powerful drama set in antebellum America. 
Daily. Nebraska: Bruce Dern and Will Forte star ina 
Midwestern road movie shot in black-and-white by 
director Alexander Payne (The Descendants, Side- 
ways). Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/EmbarcaderoCenterCinema.htm. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 
screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays, 
12,2 & 4 p.m. Free with museum admission. Pier 15, 
San Francisco, 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 

Multiple San Francisco Locations. Another Hole in the 
Head: SF IndieFest’s lowbrow film festival is back for 
its 10th year of bloody awesome horror, fantasy, 
and science fiction oddities from the underground. 
Expect subjects ranging from A(liens) to Z(ombies) to 
splatter their way across movie screens at the Balboa 
Theater and New People Cinema over the course 
of the fest's three weird weeks. Nov. 29-Dec. 19. 
sfindie.com. multiple addresses, San Francisco, N/A. 

Opera Plaza Cinemas. Blue Jasmine: Woody Allen's 
latest dramatic comedy, set in San Francisco and 
starring the inimitable Cate Blanchett. Daily. Broken 
Circle Breakdown: Bluegrass may be unique to the 
USA, but heartbreak is universal, as witnessed by this 
Americana-infused film by Belgian director Felix Van 
Groeningen. Daily. The Armstrong Lie: Documentary 
king Alex Gibney gets a front-row view of the scandal 
that led to Lance Armstrong's ignominious fall from 
public favor. Daily. 601 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, 
777-3456, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 

Public Works. Licks: Mixologi presents the S.F. premiere 
of anew independent drama in which a young Oakland 
man tries to reintegrate himself into his community 
after atwo-year stint in prison. Fri., Nov. 29, 8 p.m. $10. 
161 Erie, San Francisco, 932-0955, www.publicsf.com. 

Roxie Theater. American Promise: This DIY documen- 


tary follows a middle class African-American family 
over the course of 12 years as their son tries to get 
ahead in a NYC private school. Through Nov. 27. Is 
the Man Who Is Tall Happy?: Super-serious political 
activist-slash-linguist Noam Chomsky may seem a 
strange match for ultra-quirky film director Michel 
Gondry, but the latter's vibrant animations liven up 
Chomsky’s thoughts and philosophies in this unique 
documentary film. Nov. 29-Dec. 5. Keep the Promise: 
The Global Fight Against AIDS: In honor of World AIDS 
Day, the HIV Story Project and AIDS Healthcare 
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‘JARED LETO IS 


Foundation present the Bay Area premiere of this 
new documentary that chronicles a 2012 protest in 
Washington, D.C., in advance of the 19th International 
AIDS Conference. Sun., Dec. 1, 7 p.m. $10. 3117 16th St., 
San Francisco, 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Films by Fassbender: 


10-film retrospective of provocative German director 
Rainer Werner Fassbinder; see the YBCA website for 
titles and showtimes. Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 21. $8-$10. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 
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Canyon Cinema Pop-Up 


over 150 experimental films available on DVD 


December 4th — 21st 
Hours: Wed, Fri, Sat, 4 to 8pm 


3285 20th Street (at Folsom) 


at Kadist Art Foundation 


www.kadist.org 415 738 8668 
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“WHAT SAN FRANCISCO REALLY ADORES ARE ITS HOME-GROWN, FOOD-AND-BEVERAGE MINI-CHAINS.” 


Chain Overreaction 


By Pete Kane 


San Francisco hates chains. 
Jack Spade and Chipotle tried to move 
into the Mission and the Castro, re- 
spectively, only to be thwarted by com- 
munity discontent. But what replaced 
the check-cashing place on Seventh 
and Market that moonlighted as the 
stolen iPhone emporium? CVS. 

Still, the city pushes formula 
retail out whenever it can. Gas 
stations, ugly but necessary, are 
quietly disappearing. Bi-Rite Market 
encountered stiff resistance from its 
Divisadero Street neighbors — and 
that was only its second location. 
But if you told someone an In-N-Out 
was opening somewhere between 
the Wharf and Daly City (it’s not), 
they'd tell you about when they 
achieved nirvana upon discovering 
the secret menu — or possibly how 
they found the Lord through the 
Scripture on the bottom of their cup. 

So what’s the deal? For starters, 
the formula-retail ban is complex, 

a product of top-down policy deci- 
sions to perpetuate the city’s visual 
texture, inflected with suspicion 
about corporate conduct. We’re still 
Walmart-free for a reason. And of 
course, there’s a bit of that good old 
NIMBYism that seems to outmuscle 
most other considerations the way 
dark energy outmatches gravity to 
keep the universe expanding forever. 
The Planning Department defines 
“formula” as any company “...with 
eleven or more other retail establish- 
ments located in the United States, 
[that] maintains two or more of the 
following features: a standardized 
array of merchandise, a standardized 
facade, a standardized décor and 
color scheme, a uniform apparel, 
standardized signage, a trademark or 
a servicemark.” 

Certain businesses (salons, gyms, 
medical offices) are exempted, but 
local zoning districts may still apply 
— to keep Chinatown Chinatown or 
redevelop Mission Bay, for instance. 
So although we could theoretically 
be inundated with Crunch Gyms and 
Gentle Dentals while always shoring 
up the dike against Sam’s Club, what 
San Francisco really tolerates — 
adores, even — are its homegrown, 
food-and-beverage mini-chains. 

Usually, these are multiple proj- 
ects all centered on one personality 
or aesthetic. Celebrity chefs like 
Wolfgang Puck have long since 


Super Duper’s 
juicy burger, soon 
to be available in 
seven locations. 


opened gigantic, flagship eateries in 
Las Vegas, but the Bay Area is home 
to its fair share of empire-builders. 
Dennis Leary’s gastropub, Terminus, 
is the latest in his greater Financial 
District portfolio, including the 
House of Knives, the Sentinel, Tro- 
cadero Club, the Golden West, and 
the recently shuttered Canteen. Fu- 
turebars, the company that produc- 
es noirish speakeasies housed in his- 
torically relevant buildings, opened 
Bourbon & Branch, Local Edition, 
Tradition, Rickhouse, and Swig (plus 
indispensable liquor store Cask) and 
will soon expand to Berkeley with 
Tupper & Reed. Bullitt, Tonic, Soda 
Popinski’s, Lightning Tavern, and at 
least four more bars are all projects 
of the same three-man team. 

Power couples wield clout, too, 
as Shelley Lindgren of the three 
A16’s (the Marina, Rockridge, and 
Tokyo) is married to Greg Lindgren 
of Rye and 15 Romolo. This is hardly 
like the divisions of Viacom or the 
unsettling breadth of consumer 
products Proctor & Gamble man- 
ufactures, but they’re not exactly 
stand-alone mom-and-pop joints 
operating for decades as neighbor- 
hood fixtures, either. 

The consolidating oligopoly of 
food and drink follows capitalism’s 
prime directive: grow. Austin’s 
Alamo Drafthouse is coming to 
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the Mission. Danny Bowien’s 

been in Manhattan, shepherding 
the slightly troubled follow-up to 
Mission Chinese Food. New York’s 
Artichoke Basille’s Pizza, beloved 
but hardly an institution like Shake 
Shack, is now up and running across 
the street from UC Berkeley. Who 
would have thought, even five years 
ago, that something as humble 

as a neighborhood pizza place 
would have the oomph to slingshot 
across the country? Insofar as such 
businesses qualify as chains, they’d 
easily evade the formula retail ban’s 
clutches — although every Artichoke 
Pizza has a Christmas Story fra- 
gee-lay-must-be-Italian lamp in it 
— because their business model is 
completely dependent on concealing 
anything corporate from public view, 
placating the cool kids along with 
the Planning Commission. 

Among the more recognizable 
chains, L.A.-based Umami Burger 
has four Bay Area locations. There 
will be seven Super Dupers by the 
end of the year, from Mill Valley 
to San Jose, all of them serving 
Niman meat — just as the dreaded, 
1,500-strong Chipotle does. (For its 
part, Niman went corporate in 2009, 
booting Bill Niman out. Today, the 
company exemplifies the idea of “Big 
Organic,” arguably hollowing out 
the term even as it’s become synon- 
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Evan DuCharme 


ymous with it, and a go-to for aspir- 
ing food businesses to boast about 
their commitment to sustainability. 
Niman himself isn’t even allowed the 
commercial use of his own name and 
shuns his former company’s prod- 
ucts, having become an advocate for 
reduced meat consumption.) 

Is the difference that Super 
Duper is “ours,” while Chipotle is 
“other?” Sure, McDonald’s was a 
major investor during the burrito 
chain’s adolescence, but even after 
divesting in 2006, its taint remains 
an indelible Mark of Cain, repelling 
foodies in perpetuity. Were Super 
Duper to partner with Yum! Brands 
— the awful-sounding corporate 
parent of KFC/Taco Bell — and 
embark on a major expansion 
blitz, would S.E. turn on them in 
a second? Could a homegrown 
business enjoy such love that it 
opened 10 locations in S.F. alone 
and nowhere else, yet collide with 
the retail ban if it attempted an 
11th? Maybe, maybe not. 

It could be that the burgers are 
simply delicious, but Super Dup- 
er — which composts everything 
and blends its shakes with Straus 
ice cream — thrives by serving 
slow-food values right alongside the 
quintessential fast-food meal. 


FreshEats@SFWeekly.com 
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Holiday dinner, 
the fast food way. 
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ere & Mu. 
FRESH EATS 


KFC Gives 
Thanks, 
Cajun-Style 


When you wander into a 
fast-food restaurant on a major family 
holiday, levity is never on the menu. 

Christmas music — and isn’t it 
always Christmas music? — blares in 
the background of a heartwrenching 
tableau of miserable souls alone, 
together. Glassy-eyed diners stare 
straight ahead and, invariably, chew 
with remarkable slowness. There’s 
obviously nowhere to be. So what’s 
the hurry? 

At area KFCs on Thanksgiving 
Day, however, a remarkably differ- 
ent scene unfolds. Patrons, many of 
them assembled in familial units and 
bedecked in their finery, line up to 
receive what must be the most ex- 
pensive fast-food item in the realm 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 


recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 

Ala Romana: The former Rue Saint Jacques space 
has gotten an Italian enoteca face-lift as chef 
David Taylor, formerly of A16, leads the kitchen 
with dishes like wood-fired artichokes, nettle and 
ricotta gnocchi, and lamb tortellini. 1098 Jackson, 
292-3699, alaromana.com. 

Kingston 11: It started as a pop-up, but now owners 
Nigel Jones, Adrian Henderson, and Andre King 
have brought Caribbean cuisine to Oakland. Look 
for small plates of spicy grilled shrimp, oxtail 
stew, curry crab, and a full-service rum bar. 2270 
Telegraph Ave., Oakland, (510) 214-2311. 

Nico: Andrea and Nicolas Delaroque have brought 
French-inspired California cooking to Laurel 
Heights. The market-driven menu changes daily. 
Offerings include goat cheese beignets, lamb leg 
with butternut squash and kohlrabi, and clem- 
entine chiboust for dessert. 3228 Sacramento, 
359-1000, nicosf.com. 

Osmanthus: This new Sichuan venue highlights 
dishes like ma po tofu, twice-cooked pork belly, 
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Jim Herd 


— at least until the dawn of the 
McTruffle. KFC workers arrive in the 
wee hours to stoke the fires and be- 
gin mass-producing this once-a-year 
delicacy with factory-line efficiency. 

We're talking, of course, about 
the KFC “Cajun Deep-Fried Turkey,” 
yours for $59.99 solo or $79.99 with 
a mess of fixings on the side (gra- 
vy counts as a “fixing,” just so you 
know). 

Belying the notion of “fast food,” 
these turkeys require at least a 
24-hour advance order and pre-pay- 
ment. Customers then make an ap- 
pointment for when they’ll pick up 
their Thanksgiving centerpiece. 

Come Nov. 28, the city’s par- 
ticipating KFCs will shift the bulk 
of their frying firepower to turkey 
meat. Restaurants featuring four 
Winston Collectramatic PF56 C 
model fryers will devote just one to 
the “C” in KFC, turning over the oth- 
er three to T. 

Frying a turkey, attests Nick 
Singh, is a labor-intensive process. 
The fowl, which arrive four-to-a-pack 
and pre-injected with “Cajun >> p28 


and small plates like dry-fried chicken wings with 
Sichuan peppercorns. 6048 College Ave., Oakland; 
(510) 923-1233, osmanthusrestaurant.com. 

Sabrosa: The Marina's latest upscale Mexican spot, 
fromthe same team that brought you The Brixton. 
Chef Jose Ramos’ menu spans multiple regions 
and recipes from his family with dishes like fish 
empanadas, pomegranate guacamole, and pork 
short rib confit in mole. 3200 Fillmore, 638-6500, 
sabrosasf.com. 

Stones Throw: Taking over the former Luella 
space, Michael Mina vets have gathered to bring 
casual, seasonal food that spans cultures. Look 
for crispy pork chiccarones, squid ink conchiglie, 
and roasted king salmon. 1896 Hyde. 

TBD: The latest restaurant to move into mid-Market 
comes from the team behind AQ. Dishes are 
cooked on the custom-built hearth and wood-fire 
grill, and there's a woodsy, camping theme to the 
décor. 1077 Mission, 431-1826; TBDrestaurant.com. 

Trocadero Club: Dennis Leary and Eric Passetti's 
new cocktail bar at the corner of Geary and 
Leavenworth pays homage to the city that has 
pretty much always had a bar named Trocadero, 
dating back to an old roadhouse in the Barbary 
Coast days. 701 Geary, trocaderosf.com. 
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Arnel! PIZZA 
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NEW YORK STYLE 








2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
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LANTERN 


ONE OF THE BEST 
CHINESE RESTAURANTS 
USES ie 












AUTHENTIC CHINESE I 
CUISINE ANB BIM SUM 


SUN-THURS 
11AM-11PM 


FRI-SAT 
11AM-MIDNIGHT 
FREE DELIVERY 

BIGLANTERN.COM 


415-863-8100! 3170 16TH ST. 
(BETWEEN VALENCIA & GUERRERO) 


HUIS RES 
Vv > Ca 


sAN FRANCISCO 


z| Riv 


WS 


World Famous 
Original 
"Irish Coffee" 






Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 
From 8am 








Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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TRADITIONAL & FUSION JAPANESE 
DINE IN ¢ TAKE OUT e FREE DELIVERY 


blue fin — 


ashe lounge 


NEW SUSHIBOAT SPECIAL! $50 
42 PIECES OF SASHIMI, SUSHI, ROLLS, AND OYSTERS 
PLUS SOUP AND SALAD FOR UP TO 4 PEOPLE 


oY 


a 


HAPPY HOUR SUN-THURS 5-7PM 


PERFECT FOR PARTIES & LARGE GROUPS 
Open Until 2AM Every Day! 


Mee 





1814 Clement St. @ 19th Ave. ¢ 415.387.2441 ¢ bluefinsushisf.com 
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OPEN LATE ON WEEKENDS 


ORDER ONLINE 
HAYSTACKPIZZA.COM 


" ARTESANO 


. COMPORT F 





Come satisfy your Latin food aes 


in Laurel Height’s newest hot spot 


3415 California Street (at Laurel St., free parking in rear) 
www.ArtesanoSF.com | Open daily 11am-9:30em 
Beer & Wine | Take-out | Catering | 415-221-5500 


GIFT CARD 


Valid one per customer. Minimum of $15 purchase. 
Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 12/11/13. 
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Vi Grand Fu Bal. KINGDOM OF DUMPLING sauce’ from KFC’s regional ware- G le S TA LT 
EA MODERN THAI CUISINE &@ COCKTAIL BAR — eee house, are supposed to vary from 12 2 6 B E E RS 0 N D RAU G HT 
vietnam cafe to 14 pounds. “But they never are, EXTENSIVE BOTTLED BEER LIST 



















é Hand Made and Fresh SE says Singh, the manager of KFC’s SPECIAL YaB ET BLNESIMIERUERIENS 
Simple . Fresh . Delicious ; Mission and Silver location. Rather, AP) | 
Ce eu they’re usually 14 to 16 pounds, add- 
ER. Dumplings ing time — and guesswork — to the 
tt Pot Stickers minimum 35-minute frying time. 
‘ That means Singh — who clocks in 





at 5 a.m. and boasts that “every tur- 
key here will be personally cooked by 


Won Ton 








Pancakes 






> me” — must repeatedly remove the 
SD take ovr: 2048 Taraval st. 415.665.6617 J S122ling bird trom pee C, gauge 
| DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 Si emiperatlin ene. thendrop 1 


back into the oil. 

But his pain is your gain — them 
turkeys is big. 

Every year, Singh’s KFC moves at 
least 100 fried turkeys. Other city 
KFCs are stocked up with between 
24 and 60 birds from the warehouse, 
depending on their capacity to fry 
turkeys and accommodate burgeon- 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
fa www.kingofchinesedumpling.com | 


Banh Mi. Vermicelli 
Rice Plates . Salads \N 
OF] Kd late) \\\ 


Eat In - Take Out - Catering 88 DIVISION ST | 415.255.8188 


309 6th Ave @ Clement CLOSE TO iran BALLPARK F | ing hordes of customers waiting on 
415-876-0283 WWW.GRANDPUBAHRES TAURANT.COM MING OF NOODLES a larger-than-advertised bird to fully 
-876- MON-FRI Tam-10pm | sar-suN 5PM-10Pm ebay atari pert nti cook before speeding off to Grand- 


1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 ma’s house. 
“Have you seen my store?” asks 


TRADITIONAL ee a the eee of the 
THANKSGIVING uboce and Guerrero . “We're 


DINNER — narrow. That’s why I only ordered rome a tee 
24.” 
Speigel says that one benefit of 


ordering a KFC turkey is that, “On SAK £ ig “i wae 
Thanksgiving, all of our oil is fresh.” ais 
He pauses for a moment. “Not that 3900 MS al ‘@ S. Van Ness 


VG OM  itisn’t that way every day.” Another 415-550-7510 ¢ Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM © Sat-Stin SAM-2AM 
| 6 5 pause. Look, the point he’s trying to 


make is that there will be no com- 


INCLUDING TAX mingling of chicken oil and turkey 
oil = en or any other day. © BEST BU RRITO 


Every Thanksgiving, tales of inept 
turkey-frying families landing them- 


~ c y selves in the hospital and burning 

down large swaths of Appalachia 
b " specialty 0 traverse the Internet. For this rea- 
eers, and | = MMYS son, KFC’s 80-dollar dinner is, po- 


small-lot tentially, both a time- and a lifesaver. 


_— 
wines | OUNT J ust what makes it “Cajun,” however, 
‘ is hard to pin down; it’s difficult to : : 
i Located in the burn a fried turkey. The contents of oh OUERI 
EP EAL e] = Fillmore District the “Cajun sauce,” while not guard- A 4 A 
PRO Wiirlel-Chase Live Busie ed with the fervor of the Colonel's 
aizipate) + Michetlis-Rined Japancer Culaine I | 11 secret herbs and spices, are not CAN _ C I N 


obs bb KeDEak 4 known to even 20-year KFC person- 
15SEC FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5c00 eae Dea tewemed = nel we spoke with. In the end, the 
best Cajun qualifier we could elicit is 
“it’s got a little kick to it.” 

Singh, who professes blissful ig- 
norance of the contents of the Cajun 
birds he fries, is more than just a 
turkey purveyor. He’s also a satisfied 
customer. “For the last three or four 
years, I’ve ordered two turkeys for 
myself,” confesses the Lincoln High 
alum. “My mom insists on saving 
one for her to have with the whole 
family. Then I have one with my 


ouside eee 


That sounds like too much food. 


“NOW OPEN | | But, on the holidays, too much is 


never enough. 


FREE DELIVERY IN THE AREA! 7 en aes 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm (*$30 min order) KEC 


Multiple Locations, kfc.com 
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Gourmet pizza and appetizers... [} 1) f 1 
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DISTILLATIONS 


Seen and 
Not Heard 


The bouncer outside 
Emperor Norton’s Boozeland, in the 
Tenderloin, got mad at me for holding 
my license in a way that obscured the 
birth date. Come on. Who are we kid- 
ding? I’m not nearly pretty enough to 
get carded. 

One step inside was all it took 
to make me gasp. Boozeland boasts 
gorgeous art deco fixtures — pillars; 
great molding; tasteful wallpaper; a 
split level with wooden floors where 
they keep the pool table; an outdoor 
nook with picnic tables — oh man. I 
took a seat at one end of the beautiful 
elliptical wooden bar and wished I 
lived there. 

The bartender was hassled. Some- 
one hadn’t shown up for a shift. He 
would periodically jump on the phone 
to arrange coverage. He shot down 
my “What do you do make espe- 
cially well?” shit before the 
words could get out of 
my mouth. “There are 
the specials,” he told 
me, pointing at the 
wall. It was mostly 
beer-and-shot com- 
bos. I ordered the 
blood-orange punch. 
Seemed unusual. 

I was having a 
hard time placing the 
crowd — a strange 
mix of the hard-knocks 
and hip, of visiting mon- 
ey and regulars. Maybe 
that’s because the bar itself 
is a hybrid — a high décor beer 
joint in a rough neighborhood that’s 
rapidly gentrifying. 

A new bartender had arrived and 
was settling in. She saw what I was 
drinking. “How do you like it? 

“Tm on the fence about it, hon- 
estly.” 

“You are?” 

“It’s got nice qualities but the bitter 
isn’t blending well with the sweet.” 

“Oh,” she said. “Well, I made the 
whole batch of it this morning.” 

Damn. She moved on to other cus- 
tomers. I never saw her again. 

Eventually the original bartender 
came back to me. “Want another?” 

He seemed more relaxed, so I tried 
again. “Do you have any drinks that 
you especially...” 

“Look,” he said, as nicely as pos- 
sible, “I’m a bartender, not a mixol- 
ogist. I don’t take pride in making 
homemade bitters. I pour things.” He 
thought about it for a moment. “We 
are developing a specialty cocktail, like 
a sazerac, but it’s not worked out yet 
and I’m not pouring anything until 
they can give mea recipe. Okay?” 

Emperor Norton's is a bar that’s 
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ASTILLATIONS 


ne I nodded. “That 


developing a specialty cocktail but 
hires a bartender who refuses to make 
it. Awesome — but also emblematic 
of the contradictions it straddles. 
Much too beautiful for an ordinary 
neighborhood joint, much too con- 
fident for a hipster destination, not 
nearly pretentious enough to attract 
big money, it’s balancing on a shot 
glass. Sooner or later it has to fall in 
one direction. 

“Hey,” I heard a purebred hipster 
tell his friend. “You've got to take 
over with the jukebox. I’ve run out of 
songs, and they don’t play any music 
unless you're paying for it!” 

[jumped in. “You've got a problem 
with that?” 

He looked shocked. “Well, yeah.” 

Old argument. “You come here not 
to hear people? To interact with them 
less?” 

“No ...” He thought this through. 
“T like to interact with people in a live- 
ly atmosphere. Work is quiet enough 
already.” 

“Okay,” I said, “but what have you 
been talking about all this time while 
the music was playing? Be honest.” 

The hipster’s face fell. “Work.” 

His friends came to the res- 
cue. “Well, okay,” one girl 
said, “but we're talking 
shit about work!” 

“And the music 
helps?” 
“Absolutely,” said 

a gorgeous, quiet 

girl. “I think most 

conversations are 
better if you can’t 
really hear what 
anyone's saying.” 


does guarantee you'll 
always get the conver- 


i BY 
BENJAMIN 
WACHS 
sation you came to have.” 


Pretty people often prefer to 
be seen and not heard. Whereas 
I'ma word guy: I have to be heard to 
attract that kind of attention. 

“Why do you come to bars?” one of 
them asked. 

“Amazing and unexpected things 
can happen at bars, if you pay atten- 
tion. That’s why I’m skeptical about 
gratuitous music.” 

They all nodded. “What do you 
do?” one of the girls asked. 

Work again? It’s always work with 
these kids. I handed them business 
cards that say “Fascinating Stranger” 
and left. 

There’s room enough for everyone 
around the gorgeous bar at Emperor 
Norton’s Boozeland — but the sweet 
and bitter aren't mixing in this neigh- 
borhood. Only some can become 
regulars. When the neighborhood 
picks a direction — or has one picked 
for it — Emperor Norton’s will accom- 
modate its regulars, whoever they are, 
and do it well. 


Emperor Norton’s Boozeland 
510 Larkin, 926-8118 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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GET NAKED 


(LHABAA 


That Cutsine 


DINE-IN - TAKE OUT + DELIVERY 


Open TILL 1am Everyday! 


3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA 
415-970-8815 

1777 FULTON ST. @ MASONIC 
415-776-0106 


WWW.PAPALOTE-SF.COM 
WWW. TWITTER.COM /PAPALOTESALSA 


SUNSET 
2123 Irving St 
415-753-3347 


——————————— Je taste you can tus 


Oye Ga @ aye 
Yio TUS 


<t EXOTIC FOOD DELIVERY WINNER 2015 


307 HAYES ST. 
415 874-9661 | 10:30am-11pm 


730 LARKIN ST. 
415 931-6917 | 11am-Midnight 


A ra 


LATIN BISTRO 


INTRODUCING OUR CEVICHE & OYSTER BAR 


4230 18TH ST, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CA 94114 e 415.525.4921 
WWW.CAFELATAZA.COM 


Saas Oe eS ae uname. 
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HAPPY HOUR 


PITCHERS « 
MARGARITAS 


SERVED BY THE GLASS 
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UNION SQUARE 
420 Geary St 
415-346-3121 


hat 


MON-THU 7AM-9PM 
FRI-SAT ©CAM-10PM 
SUN 7AM-3PM 


DINNER 


419.200.8201 
546 VALENCIA ST. 
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Make-Out Room 
-~, 


WEDNESDAY 11/27 AT 7:30PM, $10 


THE ROMANE EVENT 
THANKSGIVING EVE COMEDY SHOW 
JOHNNY TAYLOR « CHRIS STORIN CHRIS RIGGINS 
MARY ALICE MCNAB « KEVIN O'SHEA 
HOSTED BY PACO ROMANE 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM, NO COVER! 


INT'L FREAKOUT A GO-GO! 
DJ SPECIAL LORD B, BEN BRACKEN 
ETAT 
60S-70S/ASIA/AFRICA/S.AMERICA/INDIA/EUROPE 


THURSDAY 11/28 
CLOSED, HAPPY TOFURKY DAY! 
FRIDAY 11/29 AT 6PM, FREE! 


((SHAKE APPEAL)) 
GROOVY 60S/70S DANCE PARTY! 
GARAGE/SOUL/GLAM/PSYCHE/YE-YE 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 


LOOSE JOINTS 
DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 


SATURDAY 11/30 AT 7:30PM, $8 


MOONSHINE MAYBELLINE 
THE SILVER THREADS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 


SUNDAY 12/1 AT 7:30PM, $8 
SOCIETY ¢ BOSS FIGHT 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM, FREE! 


DIMENSION 
W/_DJS JUSTIN & KURT 


MONDAY 12/2 AT GPM, FREE! 
ATTACK OF THE TYPEWRITERS! 
FOLLOWING AT 8PM, FREE! 


MAKE OUT FIRST MONDAYS 
MICHAEL J. DALE QUARTET 
DENNYDENNYBREAKFAST 

IMAGES: THE MUSIC OF SUN RA 


TUESDAY 12/3 AT 6PM, FREE! 


POWERPEARLS 
W/_DJ NASTY NATE 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM, FREE! 
LOST & FOUND 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJS LUCKY, PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WEDNESDAY 12/4 AT 8PM, FREE! 


FRIGO-BAR! INT'L DANCE PARTY 
DJ 2 SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/ U 
CUMBIA/THAI FUNK/AFRO-BEAT/RAI ELECTRO- 
REGGAE/AFRO-FUNK/ASIAN-PSYCH & MORE! 


THURSDAY 12/5 AT 4PM, FREE! 
DOWN AT LULUS 


HOLIDAY POP-UP SHOP! 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM, FREE 
DJ FOODCOURT AND HIS PALS 


ROCK/POP/SOUL/CRAP 


FRIDAY 12/6 AT 6PM, FREE! 
1ST FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR, 


“COOL AS FUCK!” 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 





415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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“WHEN SHE FIRST CAME TO LIGHT, MEN OFTEN HATED HER, NO REASON GIVEN.” 





By Hiya Swanhuyser 


Sinéad O’Connor’s website 
crashed. The error message was Inter- 
net-lyrical: “Resource Limit Is 
Reached.” The musician’s open letter to 
Miley Cyrus made O’Connor an Inter- 
net flavor of the moment, and with 
good reason. The letter was honestly 
written “in the spirit of motherliness 
and with love,” but its author is stilla 
rock god, so the language veers from 
the epigrammatic and sorta profound 
“If you have an innocent heart you 
can't recognise those who do not,” to 
the nearly anarchofeminist “Kindly fire 
any motherfucker who hasn't ex- 
pressed alarm, because they don’t care 
about you.” It’s a beautiful letter; 
flawed, but genuine. 

What the Internet might not 
know is that O’Connor has been 
doing this all along. She’s repeatedly 
anted up every last thing she owns 
and pawned her future in an attempt 
to protect children from exploitation, 
to use a polite word for it, at the very 
least since 1992. 

That year, on Oct. 3, she showed 
the studio audience of Saturday 
Night Live a photograph of the pope 
and chanted “evil, evil.” She had just 
priestessed everyone into a half-un- 
willing trance with a hypnotic, son- 
ically perfect cover of Bob Marley’s 
“War,” a capella and with the word 
“racism” replaced by “child abuse.” 
Those watching, you can hear on the 
videotape, are deep under a Druidic 
fury-spell, and New Yorkers don’t 
like that; maybe especially not a New 
York comedy audience. O’Connor 
wore white lace and tore the pope in 
half, in half again, and once more. 
Throwing eight papal scraps into the 
audience, she shouted, “Fight the real 
enemy!” Thundering silence followed, 
during which O’Connor calmly, or 
anyway without shaking, took off 
the ear-clip headphone monitor wire, 
collected her papers, and left. No one 
clapped, but not a single annoyed 
New Yorker booed, either. 

She was young that night — did 
she know what damage she’d done 
to her professional life? After the 
pope thing, she “became a joke,” even 
getting booed offstage at Madison 
Square Garden at a Bob Dylan tribute 
concert. “It definitely dealt a near-le- 
thal blow to her career,” according to 
Rolling Stone. 

Why did anyone care if some girl 
did a blasphemy? Why, when Ma- 
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Sinead O'Connor Was Right 





of its kind with its jagged rocks and 
Irish hoodoo. 

In the early 1990s, you could 
still go to pool halls. Every town 
had a big room full of tables and 
people standing around. Maybe 
they weren't the kind of people you 
wanted to be when you grew up, 
but they tended to be average. You 
could see old people, young peo- 
ple, college students, construction 
workers, and moms in there. It was 
cheap to spend time in pool halls, 
and you could get a small beer ina 
glass, or chips, or a soda. And there 
was always a jukebox. Usually it was 
playing Van Halen. 

I was in one of these places in 
1990, in Santa Rosa, on Mendocino 
Avenue. Mere months 

after the album's 

release, “Nothing 
Compares 2 U” 


donna was about to release a new 
record, was Sinéad O’Connor, the 
weird bald chick, all anyone wanted 
to talk about? The answer can only 
be talent. When a singer of this mag- 
nitude looked into the camera and 
blasphemed so well, all anyone could 
think to do was say “bad crazy.” And 
of course that’s what they’re saying 
now, too. Funny thing, though: 
O’Connor was right. 

When she first came to light, men 
often hated her, no reason given. 
I remember a punk house whose 
all-boy tenants were proud to have 
a life-size photo of her face on the 
underside of their toilet lid. They 
peed on her. The rest of us, however 
— women — fell into instant, some- 
times even unwilling, addiction. We 
raced around country roads at night = 
with the windows down and The 
Lion and the Cobra cassette up all 


going to come on the jukebox after 
“Jump.” As it played that day in the 
pool hall, I mouthed the words, and 
laughed to myself, at myself. Such a 
silly song. But I looked over — my 
friend was mouthing the words, too. 
All of a sudden I was aware that the 
woman at the next table, a blond 
athletic type, was singing it too. I did 
a covert visual sweep of the whole 
place. Every single woman was sing- 
ing “Nothing Compares 2 U.” Every 
last woman, and they were all doing 
it in a way that wouldn't attract at- 
tention. I couldn't believe my eyes. It 
was so beautiful. 

The hideously widespread practice 
of Vatican-sanctioned child abuse in 
the Catholic Church is now well-doc- 
umented. (O’Connor’s own teenage 
incarceration as one of tens of thou- 
sands of girls in Ireland’s “Magdalene 
Laundries” is still being investigated 


the way, tears falling into our ~ —_ was on heavy by various groups, including the 
wide-open screaming mouths. ae rm, rotation every- U.N., without any cooperation from 
And then, “Nothing Compares where. Mencon- __ the church or from Ireland.) Some- 
2 U.” O'Connor took over the "24 tinued to pretend how this connection to the truth 
world with the single from her ss they hated it, I has been swept under the rug. Now 


would be a fine time to dust 
it off and have a look at 

it, in light of this new 
weird thing 
she’s done. 


think, but it was 
in the air by that 
time. It was 


second album I Do Not Want 
What I Haven't Got. Of course it 
was softer and poppier than 
“Just Like You Said it 
Would Be.” But it was 
a perfect setting 
for the crystal 
of this voice, 
the only one 













@ We're suspicious of those 

¢ who make a scene for their 

eo own profit, or we should be. By 
Ms the same token, someone who kicks 
up a fuss that’s definitely going to 
turn around and bite them in the ass 
might be telling the truth. Sinéad 
O’Connor has also been wrong, of 
course, even if that reggae album 
did get decent reviews. In The New 
York Times, on Nov. 1, 1992, Jon 
Pareles wrote: “It’s easy to disagree 
with O’Connor’s latest outbursts. 
But better the occasional passionate, 
off-the-wall eruption — taking the 
chance that might stir up outrage 
— than a culture of safety and cal- 
culation.” 

So again, she was right. Whether 
she’s right this time may take 20 
years to figure out. 


Sinéad O’Connor 


Her Saturday, Nov. 30 show has been 
cancelled for health reasons. For more 
info, visit sineadoconnor.com. 
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MUSIC } SIZZLE & FIZZLE 


Highs and lows from 
the last week in S.F. music. 


SIZZLE 


‘fe 





Oi 





@ Chuck Prophet took over Great 
American Music Hall with an eight-piece 
String section for a “reimagining” of 
Temple Beautiful, his 2012 love letter 

to San Francisco in record form. We 
checked in to hear how that came about 
and instead got an (articulate) earful 
about mid-Market development and 

the importance of protecting the city’s 
freak factor. 





i Twenty years to the week after re- 
leasing No Need For Alarm, Del Tha Fun- 
kee Homosapien took over the stage at 
the Fillmore with Dan the Automator, 
Kid Koala, and a 16-person orchestra 
for one of the best independent hip- 
hop shows we've ever seen. It was a 
homecoming for the Hieroglyphics crew, 
and you could tell, from the party atmo- 
sphere onstage to the smoke in the air. 





Comets on Fire, formerly at the fore- 
front of S.F.’s psych-punk scene, reunit- 
ed for the first time in six years to play 
at Oakland's White Horse Bar. We're just 
stoked to watch and hear the madness 
live again. 


FIZZ 136 

@ Combining all the aesthetic subtlety 
of a Lisa Frank binder with the green- 
screen from a low-budget Western 
movie, Kanye’s new video for “Bound 
2" features - who else? - Ms. West to 
be, Kim Kardashian, in some highly dan- 
gerous-looking poses on top of West's 
moving motorcycle as he raps across 
a picturesque desert landscape. And 
those shots of galloping horses — well, 
we don't blame them for running away. 








We were all for it when Oakland toy 
company GoldieBlox went viral with a 
video ad featuring a feminist rewrite 
of the Beastie Boys’ “Girls” in order 

to spread the message that we need 

to stop buying little girls exclusively 
pink princess-themed toys if we want 
them to grow up to be engineers. But 
when the Beastie Boys pointed out that 
they hadn't been asked for permission, 
GoldieBlox turned around and sued 
them. The Beasties are looking like the 
classy ones here. 


For full versions of the above stories and 
much more about S.F. music, check out 
All Shook Down, our music blog, at 
www.sfweekly.com/shookdown. 
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ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 29 
IN SPACE AND TIME RECORDS 
PRESENTS: 


COSMIC LOVE 

FEATURING: GUTHRIE GALILEO 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 6 

POINT BREAK LIVE! 

-- SOLD OUT! 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 11 
FATES WARNING 

W. ARTIZAN 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 18 


METALACHI 
W. SPECIAL GUESTS 





THURSDAY DECEMBER 19 

=] Mole} >Re), Maas! = 
DANCE FLOOR 

W. FAREWELL MY LOVE, THE 
RELAPSE SYMPHONY, HALEY 
ROSE, LIONFIGHT 


FRIDAY JANUARY 10 

GIRLS ROCK! 

A BENEFIT CONCERT 
FEATURING PUNK FUNK MOB, 
MOONFOX, VICTORIA & THE 
VAUDVILLAINS, COFFEE SHOP 
DROPOUT 


JUST ANNOUNCED: 

POINT BREAK LIVE -- EXTENDED! 
FEB 7, MARCH 7, AND APRIL 4 
ON SALE NOW! 


375 ELEVENTH ST. 


415-626-1409 
ADVANCE TIX @ 
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM 
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Just ADJ 


Ben UFOlives off the 
live-music experience. 


By Derek Opperman 
Ben UFO (aka Ben Thomson) 


is an anomaly among DJs working the 
global circuit. The London-based spin- 
ner has chosen not to produce and re- 
lease his own music, preferring instead 
to focus on the craft of DJing and run- 
ning Hessle Audio, the respected dub- 
step-informed U.K. bass label he 
started in 2007 with Ramadanman 
and Pangea. It’s a counterintuitive de- 
cision, as the recent explosion in the 
popularity of DJing has resulted ina 
climate where releasing music is a ne- 
cessity for exposure on the world 
stage. That he’s made it on his ownisa 
testament to the ingenuity of his DJ 
sets, which dazzle in the way they con- 
nect sounds from across time, space, 
and genre into a cohesive whole. 

A big part of his appeal comes in his 
carefully considered approach to the 
craft. “My view on DJing has always 
been that it’s not just about the music 
you play,” he told Pulse Radio. “That’s 
avery important aspect of it, but in 
order for a DJ to be recognized purely 
as a DJ, [think they need to be pre- 
senting that music in an unexpected 
or original way.’ That way of thinking 
can be heard on his regular show on 
London’s popular Rinse.FM radio, as 
well as on his two official mix CDs. 

For instance, his Fabriclive 
67, released earlier this year 
by London’s Fabric super-club, 
weaves a mixed-up narrative full 
of novel transitions between 
disparate sounds, such as his blend 
between Larry Heard’s ’80s deep 
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house classic “I’m Strong” and the 
shuddering African percussive hits 
of Shackleton vs. Kasai Allstars’ 
“Mukuba Special.” Elsewhere he 
follows a tangent into a corridor 

of looping industrial-grade techno 
that leads to a brief, soulful 
moment of 2-step garage. “It’s 

as much about presentation and 
structure as it is about the actual 
records that I choose to play,” he 
explains. “The way that a DJ mixes 
determines people’s perceptions 

of the tunes they hear, and that’s 
why when one DJ plays a tune it 
can sound like a worn-out track and 
another plays it at a different time 
in the same night, it can sound like 
a huge peak-time record.” 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Nightmares on Wax at Mezzanine 

8:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 29. $20; 
mezzaninesf.com 

Trip-hop might be a forgotten genre, but 
don't tell Nightmares on Wax that. The 
longtime Warp Records veteran has carried 
the torch for the past 10 years, with a laid- 
back sound built from fuzzy vinyl samples, 
dubby Jamaican basslines, and totally 
stoned jazz. Live he has a similar sensibility, 
guiding crowds on a danceable tour 
through his sample sources. 


Tribal Funk 20 Year Family Reunion with 
Donald Glaude & Stacey Pullen at Mighty 
9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 29. $15-$25; 
mighty119.com 

This Friday, Tribal Funk, one of San Francisco's 
oldest rave crews, celebrates its 20th year 
with a special one-off party at Mighty. In 
honor of the occasion, it's stacking the bill 
with local veterans and making some space 
for two serious headliners: Detroit 
technohead Stacey Pullen and Washington- 
based house heavyweight Donald Glaude. 


LETTERS 


Ben UFO 


That open-minded mentality fits 
well with Icee Hot, a party that’s spent 
much of the past years connecting 
the dots between American, British, 
and European strains of dance music 
both past and present. Ben UFO plays 
its first party at SOMA club F8 this 
Friday, with local support in the form 
of a live hardware performance by raw 
techno practitioner Austin Cesear and 
DJ sets by Avalon Emerson and the 
Icee Hot residents. 


Icee Hot presents Ben UFO, 
Austin Cesear, Avalon Emerson, 
Shawn Reynaldo, Rollie Fingers, 

and Ghosts on Tape 
10 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 30, at F8. $5- 
$10; feightsf.com 


Dax presents Seth Troxler at Public Works 
9 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 30. $15-$18; 
publicsf.com 

In contemporary dance music, few names 
are bigger than Seth Troxler. The one-time 
Detroit-based DJ has been at the forefront 
of anew movement that blends the 
hypnotism and polished aesthetic of 
minimal techno with the soulfulness of 
house. That sensibility comes out in his DJ 
sets, which are long-form narratives played 
almost entirely on vinyl. 


Modular presents Agoria at Audio 
Discotech 

9:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 30. $10; audiosf. 
com 

Though France is more readily associated 
with the filter-house sound of Daft Punk, it’s 
also host to a thriving techno scene. Case in 
point: Agoria, a leading figure whose sound 
pulls from the jazzier side of the techno 
spectrum, with sparse machine rhythms 
married to futuristically tinged melodic 
loops. 
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“ERASE THE HUMAN RACE.” 


The Old 
Dogs Are 
Alpha Dogs 


By Dave Pehling 


Viral videos may not be a 
common vehicle for heavy rock bands, 
but metal fans got their first introduc- 
tion to the tuneful bludgeoning of Port- 
land quartet Red Fang when the 
hilarious clip for “Prehistoric Dog” 
made the rounds in 2008. Who could 
deny a battle between the group's griz- 
zled, beer-shotgunning members — 
clad in armor forged from Pabst and 
Tecate cans — anda troop of LARPing 
Dungeons & Dragons nerds? The vid- 
eo’s climax of cartoonish dismember- 
ment and decapitation matched the 
comic mayhem of the Black Knight duel 
from Monty Python and the Holy Grail. 
Entertaining as the video was, what fu- 
eled the repeat watching that racked up 
over 1.5 million YouTube views was the 
clip’s locomotive anthem about a pack 
of interstellar canines invading Earth to 
“erase the human race.” An infectious 
mix of crushing yet catchy riffs and ear- 
worm vocal melodies, the tune an- 
nounced the arrival of anew contender 
for the stoner-rock crown. Where es- 
tablished Georgia mavericks Mastodon 
and Baroness were taking a more ambi- 
tious approach to modern metal, here 
was a group distilling similarly dizzying 
guitar heroics and tricky time signa- 
tures into a pulverizing pop context. 
Five years later, Red Fang sounds 
poised to claim that crown, armed with 
the ferocious ear candy of its latest 
salvo, Whales and Leeches. 

Red Fang didn’t stumble ass-back- 
wards into a formula for eminently 
accessible stoner jams. Guitarists 
Bryan Giles and David Sullivan, 
bassist Aaron Beam, and drummer 
John Sherman were all seasoned 
veterans who had logged time in a 
variety of outfits before joining forces 
in 2006. “It was just like all these old 
dogs finally coming together,” laughs 
Giles during a phone interview as 
the group travels between tour stops. 
Pooling its collective talents, the crew 
set about crafting a style of imme- 
diate, visceral rock inspired by ’70s 
proto metal, ’80s punk like Black Flag 
and Portland legends the Wipers, and 
the sludgy ballistics of the Melvins 
and early Queens of the Stone Age. 

Red Fang’s self-titled 2009 debut 
for Sargent House caught the ears of 
both the global headbanging commu- 
nity and noted metal label Relapse 
Records. The quartet’s sophomore 
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effort, Murder the Mountains for Re- 
lapse two years later, further refined 
its sound with the production help 
of fellow Portlander and member of 
the Decemberists Chris Funk. Adding 
depth and polish without tempering 
the raw fury of such standout tracks 
as “Hank Is Dead” and “Dirt Wizard,” 
the album showcased the compelling 
counterpoint between Giles’ gruff 
howl, Beam’s more melodic vocals, 
and the group's gift for writing 
ear-pleasing, interlocking riffs. 

The band’s hectic touring schedule 
led to a shortage of time leading up to 
the sessions for Whales and Leeches, 
but the pressure seems to have lent 
the new material a sense of urgency. 
“We still have yet to figure out an 
effective way to write while we’re on 
the road,” says Giles. “This record, we 
were just hell-bent on getting it done 
in the time frame we gave ourselves. 
These songs have a little more of a 
punk aesthetic.” 

Teaming up once again with Funk, 
Red Fang blasts through a string of 
concise, hook-laden tunes that make 
for one of the most savagely conta- 
gious album sides in recent memory. 
Opener “DOEN” — an acronym for 
“Dead of Endless Night” — was in- 
spired by Beam’s disappointment with 
the horror movie 30 Days of Night and 
delivers more violence and menace in 
three minutes than the entire medio- 
cre vampire flick did. The radio-ready 
“Blood Like Cream” matches Beam’s 
memorable vocal melody with surreal, 
grotesque lyrics inspired by sleep-de- 
prived early fatherhood over a loping 
thicket of guitars and Sherman’s 
snare-punishing groove. 

While past efforts simply alter- 
nated between melodious (if no less 
heavy) Beam-fronted tracks and the 
more dissonant punk ragers sung by 
Giles, Whales and Leeches finds the 
band combining the distinct styles 


Red Fang: 
Armoring 
themselves 
with beer. 


to great effect. The singers share 
choruses and swap verses on doomy 
juggernaut “Voices of the Dead” and 
the pile-driving “1516,” a song that 
echoes Mastodon’s frantic “Blood and 
Thunder” with a far more enticing 
vocal hook. 

The new album also stands as the 
band’s first to feature a guest musi- 
cian sharing both vocals and song- 
writing credit. After recording the 
lumbering, seven-minute epic “Dawn 
Rising,” both Beam and Giles were 
stumped for vocal ideas. “We started 
fantasizing about the possibilities. 
‘Wouldn't it be cool if we could get 
Mike Scheidt from YOB?” remembers 
Giles. “Luckily, we’re friends with him 
and he was nice enough to do it.” 

Laying down leads and harmo- 
nies, including a call-and-response 
between his natural ringing tenor 
and a strangulated, Dave Mus- 
taine-style voice, Scheidt’s remark- 
able performance elevates the baleful, 
Sabbath-esque dirge to one of the 
album’s high points. “I’m just stunned 
at his talent,” says Giles. “The only 
disappointment is we can’t fit him in 
the van and bring him along to sing 
that song on every tour we do.” 

So can the quartet make the leap 
to the next level on the strength of 
Whales and Leeches? With another 
comical music clip already in the 
works — “The idea made me laugh, 
so hopefully the video will make 
other people laugh,” says Giles with a 
chuckle — and a daunting schedule of 
U.S. and European tour dates already 
booked well into 2014, the old dogs 
in Red Fang look to make a serious 
run for it in the coming year. 


Red Fang 


With The Shrine and Indian 
Handcrafts. 8:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 30, at Slim’s. $16-$18; 
slimspresents.com. 
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ESTA Listines 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
Sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (225 Bush 
St. 17th, Floor, S.F..CA 94104). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for 
the following week's issue. Our Concerts section 
lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


CLUBS 


WEDNESDAY 11/27 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. BFF. 
fm Launch Party, w/ The Happy Hollows, Deep 
Dimension, Kitten Grenade, DJ Jackson Sandland, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Solwave, Vanaprasta, Coo Coo Birds, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The Straight 
Ups, The Real Deal, 9 p.m., $6. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. The 
Limousines, Mona, Dresses, 8 p.m., $15. 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 11/27 


EOTO: W/ Etc!Etc!, 9 p.m., $15-$30. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

The Future Is Now: Adler Fellows Gala Concert: 
7:30 p.m., $15-$65. Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 
2850 19th Ave., San Francisco. 

Give Thanks 2013: W/ Dash Berlin, Morgan Page, 
more, 7 p.m., $55-$75 advance. San Jose Civic 
Auditorium, 135 W. San Carlos, San Jose. 

John Legend: W/ Tamar Braxton, 8 p.m., $49.50- 
$79.50. Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, 
Oakland. 

New Riders of the Purple Sage: 8 p.m., $26. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Semyon Bychkov conducts 
Britten's War Requiem with the S.F. Symphony 
Chorus and Pacific Boychoir, 8 p.m., $15-$156. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 


FRIDAY hee 


Eccentrics, The Coffis Brothers, 8: 30 p.m., 
$16. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

Eddie Palmieri Septet with Donald Harrison 
& Ronnie Cuber: 7:30 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ 
Center, 205 Franklin St., San Francisco. 

Pretty Lights: W/ Tycho, The Grouch & Eligh, 
Odesza, 7 p.m., $45. Bill Graham Civic Audito- 
rium, 99 Grove, San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: The Barber of Seville (I! Barbiere di 
Siviglia): 8 p.m., $23-$357. War Memorial Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 11/30 


17th Anniversary San Francisco Firefighters 
Dance Party: W/ Housequake, 8 p.m., $30. 
Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 

Adventure Club: W/ Dvbbs, Dallas K, Hunter Siegel, 
9 p.m., sold out. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

Michael Bublé: 8 p.m., $59.50-$115 advance. Oracle 
Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland. 

Eddie Palmieri Salsa Big Band: 7 p.m. and 9:30 
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The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Unruly 
Things, Not Sure. Not Yet, Oceanography, 9:30 
p.m., $6. 

Slim's: 333 ith St., San Francisco. Morbid Angel (playing 
Covenant), Rude, Blasphemous Creation, 9 p.m., $28. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Don’t Be a Hero, Parkside, 
The Truth Is ..., The Temps, The Fourth & King, 8 
p.m., $5-S$8. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Trance- 
giving,” w/ Kristina Sky, Mitka, SNR, Ryan Mendoza, 
9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 ith St., San Francisco. “Bassgiving,” w/ 
Dulce Vita, Simple Greene, Influence, Dr. Whiskers, 
Skywise, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. “Dark 
Sparkle,” w/ DJ Sage & Miz Margo, 10 p.m., $5. 
The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Sugar: 

Thanksgiving Eve,” 9 p.m. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Bondage A 
Go Go,” w/ DJs Damon, Tomas Diablo, & guests, 
9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “Electro Pop 
Rocks,” 18+ dance night with Vaski & Schoolboy, 
9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ““Bodyshock," 
w/ Lust for Youth, Hive Mind, plus DJs Justin, 
Crackwhore, and Blk Rainbow, 9 p.m., $7. 


p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin 
St., San Francisco. 

Pretty Lights: W/ Tipper, Tokimonsta, Paul Basic, 
7 p.m., $45. Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 
Grove, San Francisco. 

Second Annual Aloha by the Bay Music Series: 
Benefit concert for the Nihonmachi Street 
Fair featuring Nathan Aweau and Kapena., 7 
p.m., $25-$45. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, 
San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: The Barber of Seville for Families: 2 
p.m., $10-$90. War Memorial Opera House, 301 
Van Ness, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Semyon Bychkov conducts 
Britten's War Requiem with the S.F. Symphony 
Chorus and Pacific Boychoir, 8 p.m., $15-$156. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 

Tumbleweed Wanderers: W/ Bells Atlas, 9 p.m., 
$17. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 12/1 


Cat Power: W/ Nico Turner, 8 p.m., $32.50-$47. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Eddie Palmieri Septet with Alfredo de la Fé & 
Joe Locke: 7 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 
205 Franklin St., San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: The Barber of Seville (Ii Barbiere di 
Siviglia): 2 p.m., $23-$357. War Memorial Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


MONDAY 12/2 


Beyoncé: 8 p.m., $58-$275.50. SAP Center, 525 
W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

San Francisco Sinfonietta: Handel's Sing it 
Yourself Messiah: 7 p.m., $15-$30. Mission 
Dolores, 3321 16th St., San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 12/3 


99.7 NOW Triple Ho Show 4.0: W/ Pitbull, 
Enrique Iglesias, Macklemore & Ryan Lewis, 
Zendaya, Austin Mahone, Jason Derulo, 7:30 
p.m., $37.50-$138+ advance. SAP Center, 525 
W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

Black Joe Lewis: W/ Radkey, ThinkNoThink, 8 
p.m., $22.50-$32.50 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 
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1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER » THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 





MAA LEd) Get tickets at QYXS.com 


MANOWAR 
FEBRUARY 20 * ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 


=o} Ke) 
ETCIETC! » LAURA LOW (LowRIDERz) 
NOVEMBER 27 TONIGHT! 


OF a 10)" 1 6-10] HO)) 
NICO TURNER 


DECEMBER 1 » ALL-SEATED SHOW 


12™4 PLANET 
SPL * TWO FRESH ° DJ DIALS 
DECEMBER 5 


HIGH ON FIRE * KVELERTAK 


WINDHAND THURSDAY | THANKSGIVING 
Jee DANCE KARAOKE 
PURPLE 


KALIN AND MYLES 
» 


DECEMBER 13 
SUB FOCUS FRIDAY ALL BLACK EVERYTHING: 
DELTA HEAVY SRD ANNUAL BLACK FRIDAY PARTY 
WITH VINROC, PRINCE ARIES, 


DECEMBER 15 
CHANCE THE RAPPER’S STYLE FREE, INKFAT, BOOGIE BROWN 


SOCIAL EXPERIMENT JO! 


Sale 
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paca SATURDAY | THE NIGHT OUT 
LUCENT DOSSIER EXPERIENCE Alp el> 
DECEMBER 20 
INFECTED MUSHROOM PRESENTS: TUESDAY | 
ferret IS) Beers 
DECEMBER 27 SKEE SHUFFLEBOARD 
INFECTED MUSHROOM TVN-)-) "4 BALL PUOOLF0Os 
BACK LO THE OLD SCuCOL: HOURS ARCADE GAMESBALL 
OLD SCHOOL LIVE TUESDAY 
(LIVE BAND, Tag SATO GOLDEN GATE BAR é GAIL 
DECEMBER 28 ; 


NEUROSIS JAP | ROOM 
DECEMBER 29 4 42 Powell ce oe 
525 Sutter De o4is 


2=taproom.com 


slate-st. com 


rsvp)slate- st com $15.558 852) 


" : = » : 
28235 (Hih stree iow : HI 


tout SLOCK FROM BART) 
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|THE WARFIELD]| 


SO YOU. THINK YOU CAN DANCE 
NOVEMBER 30 


DWIGHT YOAKAM 
THE WILD, FEATHERS 


DECEMBER / 


WHAT, CHRISTMAS MEANS TOUR 
._KEM 
DECEMBER 12 


JIM GAFFIGAN 
DECEMBER 13\* TWO SHOWS!'7:30PM & 10 


UNE AT AMOEBA OF 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH AT 3PM 


THE truTV 
(IMPRACTICAL) JOKERS; TOUR 
FEATURING THE TENDERLOINS 

DECEMBER 14 


MEGADETH 
FEAR FACTORY * NONPOINT 


DECEMBER 18 


FLOSSTRADAMUS 
ALEX YOUNG « DJ SPINZ 


DECEMBER 20 


DAVE KOZ'& FRIENDS 
CHRISTMAS TOUR 2013 
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS OLETA ADAMS, 
JONATHAN BUTLER AND KEIKO MATSUI 


DECEMBER 22 


THE BRIAN SETZER.ORCHESTRA: 
CHRISTMAS ROCKS 
FIREBIRD 
DECEMBER 24 


ON SALE 


2a 


Oy am arzlaecx-cexe)alem-llolllammcal-m-lexert-linal-remOr-llicelaalr-tser-t-y-1e| 
singer/songwriter delivers sun-kissed mid-70s West 
Oxey-T-) mi ait=) (ole | (=1-mal=r-l nem ialgelele|amal-) mele) ae (-felercmu(-y4or-| be 

rave pred(ef-Tgc1at-m ce) (e-8 


NOFX NEW YEAR'S HEAVE 
DILLINGER FOUR 
TEENAGE BOTTLEROCKET ¢ IMPLANTS 


DECEMBER 31 


a Nal = 7 ee) | 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


ee ir cen 


1855 HAIGHT STREET « SAN FRANCISCO « (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE » BERKELEY « (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY, WE VALIDATE! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. & SATHER GATE PARKING GARAGE IN BERKELEY 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 





GOLDENVOICE.COM 


668 HAIGHT SI. (at Pierce St.) 
415-558-8375 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7PM. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


sd @DANNYCOYLES f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 





“The fantastic record 
picks up where the 
band’s career left off in 
the late ’90s; 

its acoustic-electric 
guitar blends, lyrical 
introspection and 
longing harmonies feel 
timeless, not nostalgic.” 
- Slate Magazine 


toadthewetsprocket.com 
facebook.com/toadthewetsprocketmusic 


ABE’S RECORDS 





TOAD THE WET SPROCKET 13% 
New Constellation CD 


4, 4 7 


a 


SALE ENDS 
12/24/18 


1855 HAIGHT STREET ° SAN FRANCISCO ° (415) 831-1200 

2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE « BERKELEY « (510) 549-1125 

BUV-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN GASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY, WE VALIDATE! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. & SATHER GATE PARKING GARAGE IN BERKELEY 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 
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no |BODYSHOCK 


9PM |A Night of New Beat & EBM 


*’ 'LUST FOR YOUTH 
HIVE MIND, DJ JUSTIN 


plus Residents 


CRACKWHORE & BLK RAINBOW 
THUR [Nite esau leet 


ance with DJs/Hosts 


$8 AFTER BL EASUREMAKER 
& SENOR 0Z 


and resident percussionists 
FRI RE CSG 
NPA) RA 
DOORS BRAND 
0 |NUBIAN 
ADV. 
$25 |Plus 
nook |PEP LOVE 
(hieroglyphics), 
B-POS, L-RONEOUS 
Adv. tix: www.hiphopforchange.org 
SAT A Gs 


oom (SWEATER 


10PM 
$5 ADV 
SEUNK 
Saturday Night Dance Party 
with Live performance from 


X.L MIDDLETON 


& MONIQUEA 


featuring EDDY FUNKSTER 
(Mo-Funk Records, Los Angeles) 


and THE SWEATER FUNK DJ CREW 


plus special guests 


CIAN FINN 


(Ireland, DJ Set) 


a 


(LargeUp/Faction Sound Crew) 
MON [a Ua 


BILLY CRAMER 


& SHARE THE LAND 

RED LIGHT RADICAL, 

LETTERS FROM READERS 
TUE UGGS 


UPCOMING 

THU 12/5 AFROLICIOUS 

FRI 12/6 SWAGGER LIKE US: 
CAKES DA KILLA 

SAT 12/7 SATURDAY NIGHT 
SOUL PARTY 

SUN 12/8 DUB MISSION: 

DJ SEP, KING I-VIER 


ADVANCED TICKETS: BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
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Soul-Serving Troubadour 


WAXAHATCHEE 





With Swearin’, Joyride, and Crabapple. 8 p.m. Monday, 

Dec. 2, at Rickshaw Stop. $10-$12; rickshawstop.com. 

By trade, Katie Crutchfield is a singer-songwriter, but in action as 
Waxahatchee, she’s more like a butcher whose voice and six-string double as 
carving knives. Scanning through mind and memory, Crutchfield takes off 
thin, short-story-friendly slices of recollections and reflections, decorates 
the portions handsomely, and serves the results tartare. “Embody me/ 
Because I am weak/I moved out/But I never opened my mouth,” she 
declares on “Michel,” a track off American Weekend, her 2011 debut full- 
length as Waxahatchee. Scattered, telling details — a full moon, cul-de-sacs, 
warm water, Sam Cooke songs — help sketch American Weekend's other 
lovestruck and woebegone numbers. Cutting her teeth in folk-punk outfits 
like the Ackleys and PS. Eliot, the Alabama-born, Philly-based Crutchfield 
is finding her stride by wandering down the same confessional alleys once 
occupied by Elliott Smith and Liz Phair. There’s no shortage of pained souls 
with guitars out there, but the determination and naked graininess of 
Waxahatchee’s aesthetic indicate something special. Reyan Ali 


F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. “Housepitality: 
Pre-Turkey Day Special,” w/ Tyree Cooper, Ma- 
trixxman, Vin Sol, Bai-ee, J.P. Soul, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?,"" w/ 
resident DJ Tisdale and guests, 7 p.m., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Lights Down 
Low,” w/ Azari & III (DJ set), Myles Cooper, Split, 
Richie Panic, Sleazemore, 9 p.m., $17. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. “Fullyloaded: A 
Pre-Thanksgiving Get Down,” w/ Ardalan, Galen, So- 
lar, DJ M3, DJ Omar, Mozhgan, Cole, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. 4 All Tour, w/ 
Nadastrom, Salva, Sinden, Deejay Theory (in the 
main room), 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Cosmic Gate, 
9 p.m., $25-$35 advance. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, San Fran- 
cisco. “Foam for the Holidays,” w/ DJs Chris White 
& Jimmy Bell, 10 p.m., $15-$20. 


HIP-HOP 


Manor West: 750 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘Black 
Wednesday: Pre-Thanksgiving Event,” w/ DJs J. 
Espinosa, J-Trip, and Acme, 10 p.m. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Mixtape 
Wednesday,” w/ resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb 
Digs, & guests, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Special 
Blend,” w/ DJs Max Kane, Roman Nunez, LazyBoy, 
and Mr. Murdock, 9 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Bryce 
Wilson, 7 p.m. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 7 p.m., free. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. KnightressM1, 
Rabbit Quinn, Yonat Mayer, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The Toast 
Inspectors, Last Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo Alley- 
cats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Steve Snelling, 8 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anya Malkiel, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Fifth 
Annual Pre-Thanksgiving Party, w/ Julio Bravo y 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Su Orquesta Salsabor, plus DJs Super Chino, MGD, 
Flako, and Mambo, 9 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “‘In- 
ternational Freakout A Go-Go,” w/ DJs Ben Bracken, 
Moon Bowl, and Bobby Ganush, 10 p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Redwood Tango Ensemble, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
International String Trio, 8 p.m., $17-$21. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. How- 
ellDevine, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Craig Horton, 
9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 


THURSDAY 11/28 


DANCE 


The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Throwback 
Thursdays,” ‘80s night with DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., 
$6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “‘Afrolicious,” 
w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, Sefior 0z, and live guests, 
9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Night Fever,” 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Morgan Page, 
Beltek, Topher Jones, 9 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Cypher,” w/ 
resident DJ Big Von, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “#Quattro,” 
w/ DJ Dino, Fourth Thursday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Cream 
of Beat: Reunion Party 2013, Part 2," w/ Masta 
Ace, Spice 1, Mind Motion, DJ Ivan, Rolo 1-3, Dark 
Money, DJ Apollo, DJ Fuze, Big Von, Scotty Foxx, 
9 p.m., $20-$60. 


JAZZ 


The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 

Savanna Jazz Jam with Eddy Ramirez, 7:30 p.m., $5. 
Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Thanksgiving Brunch & Dinner Buffet 
with Michael Athans & Ricardo Scales, 11 a.m.-8 
p.m., $59-$109. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Brenda Reed, 7:30 
p.m., free. 





Electro-Landscaping 


JON HOPKINS 


Steve Gullick 


With Chris Clark and Nathan Fake. 9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 29, 
at the Independent. $18-$20; theindependentsf.com. 


London producer and erstwhile Brian Eno weed-carrier Jon Hopkins hit his 
stride earlier this year with the warmly percolating Immunity LP, which 
channels Four Tet at the best possible intersection of blissed-out and 
grounded. But he can also be counted on for proto-dubstep bangers (see 
2009's Insides) as much as for tasteful scenery-painting (see his collabora- 
tions with Scottish folk singer King Creosote). Fellow British beatsmith 
Chris Clark has been plying a slightly narrower trade since the turn of the 
century or so, making exacting and finely textured IDM out of live drum 
samples and denatured household noises; nonetheless, his is some of the 
gentler techno-noise to come from the Warp Records camp. His latest re- 
lease, the remix retrospective Feast/Beast, testifies to the range and inven- 
tiveness of his impulse to tinker. Norfolk skygazer Nathan Fake opens. 


Daniel Levin Becker 


SFWEEKLY.COM 
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SEAN NELSON 


WeD, DEC 18 
PARTIALLY SEATED SHOW 





500M BOOM ROOM PRESENTS 








je sere) By le) 42 THE CHARLIE HUNTER 
FEAT. STANTON MOORE IVAN MEVILLE AND 
ERIC LINDELL ROBERT MERCURIO SCOTT AMENDOLA DUO 






MIRE DILLON, DS MATT MAZE 


SAT, DEC? 
BS) | = 
KOPECKY FAMILY BAND 

SUM, DEC 8 

BLACK UHURU 

MIME PINTO, REVIVAL SOWND SYSTEM 
MON, DEC 9 

THREE OF CLUBS TOUR 
AMERICAN AUTHORS 
THE ROYAL CONCEPT 
MISTERWIVES 

WED, DEC 11 
JAGWAR MA 
FASCINATOR 


THU, DEC 12, PRI, DEC 13 & SAT, DEC 14 
TRREE MNGHTS! 
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D) BARRY DURCAN 
THU, DEC 19 


NAT KEEFE 
CONCERT CARNIVAL 
FEAT: TMA CARBONE, DJ SHOOEY, 

TUM FLANNERY, THE T SISTERS, 
MELODY WALKER & JACOB GROOPMAN, 
MATT SHARKEY. THE COEDS, 

MEMBER'S OF HOT BUTTERED RUM 

FRI, DEC 20 & SAT, DEC 21 
TWO NIGHTS! 


THE GROWLERS 


THE ABIGAILS 
MYSTIC BRAVES (12.20) 
CAT SIGNS (12.21) 


SAT, DEC 78 
CRACKER 


CANTER 
VAN BEETHOVEN 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY . 'til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” EVERYDAY 
4PM 'til 8PM: 
$3 WELLS/S3 DRAFTS/$2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 27, 2013 $5 (ADV) 
(GYPSY BLUES, GARAGE JAZZ, SWING) 





Plus Special Guests 
A Wednesday Night Dance-Your-Face-Off Event! 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 29 2013 $12 (ADV) 
(Going Late Night! from 9:30pm ‘til 2:45am+) 
FREE BEFORE 9:30PM, $15 AFTER 


Plus: 
and: | 
A powerful sound and a funk to his show 
that is incomparable. Make ‘Em Dance! 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 30 2013 $15 (ADV) 
(ROCK & ROLL, SOUL, FUNK, PSYCHEDELIC GROOVE) 
FREE BEFORE 9PM, $20 AFTER 


Feat: TOPAZ, DJ LOGIC, JOE COHEN, 
WIL BLADES, RONKAT, BOBBY VEGA, 
MATT HUBBARD, & MORE! 


Plus: 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 1 2013 FREE 
5 | (ROTC) 
Feat: * E v 


Plus: re 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 3 2013 $5 (ADV) 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 4 2013 $5 (ADV) 


Hottest Up&Comers Outta L.A. 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 5 2013 $5 
(CLASSIC MOTOWN, R&B, SOUL HITS) 


Don’t miss this funky show! 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 6 2013 $10 (ADV) 
(GOING LATE NIGHT! FROM 9PM TO 4AM!) 
FREE BEFORE 9PM, $15 AFTER 


Plus: f 
With: * E | 
Plus: Many Special Guests after the DRAGON SMOKE 
show lets out at the Indedpendent at 1:30am 


_SATURDAY DECEMBER 7 2013 $10 


Plus: | ROUC : NE 
tole} B:tere) Bivele) Etta ie 

AT THE INDEPENDENT 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 6, 2013 $35 (ADV) 


** DRAGON SMOKE ** 


FEAT: ERIC LINDELL, ROBERT MERCURIO, 
STANTON MOORE, & IVAN NEVILLE 
PLUS: * MIKE DILLON BAND * 


FREE EVERY SUNDAY! 
(Going from 9am ‘til close) 


** NFL FOOTBALL ** 


with SURROUND SOUND 
and THREE 10FT PROJECTION SCREENS 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS, 49ERS, ALL GAMES 
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Manifest Destiny 


BEYONCE 


Yosra El-Essawy 


8 p.m. Monday, Dec. 2, at the SAP Center, San 
Jose. $45-$250. centersanjose.com. 


For anyone who's been cryogenically frozen for the past decade and is now 
rejoining us to wonder why that girl from Destiny’s Child seems to be in 
every TV commercial they see, the way Beyoncé’s current national tour is 
being billed — not as a Beyoncé tour, but as “The Mrs. Carter Show World 
Tour Starring BEYONCE” — is a pretty good starting point. The former Ms. 
Knowles is no longer an artist so much as she’s the ringleader of a brand- 
name circus (with an ongoing Pepsi tie-in), shorthand for a pop-culture 
atmosphere in which the Internet screeches to a halt when a musician posts 
a photo of her haircut on Tumblr. She was just in the Bay Area in July, but if 
this year’s Super Bowl show taught us anything, it’s that the woman 
believes in the power of a serious dance routine, among other visual 
spectacles — so it’s a safe bet she'll be bringing something new to the 
juggling act this time around. Emma Silvers 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. T-Wrex & The 
Primitive Rhythm, 4 p.m.; Chris Cobb, 9:30 p.m. 


FRIDAY 11/29 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
The Ever After, Bellygunner, Felsen, State to State, 
The Palace Ballroom, 8 p.m., $10. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Ancient 
Mariner, Criiella, Mexican Steel, 9:30 p.m., $10. 
The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. | Need You 
Bad: The Live Show, w/ Little Wings, Chris Cohen, The 
Memories, Fronds, DJ Sonny Smith, 8 p.m., $12-$15. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Life Stinks, 
Quaaludes, Dancer, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Ocelot, 
Skinny Guns, Mr. Turkey, RDR, 9 p.m., $8. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Less Than Jake, 
Anti-Flag, Masked Intruder, Get Dead, 7:30 p.m., $26. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., San Francisco. Official 
Pretty Lights After-Party featuring Cut Chemist, 
Eliot Lipp, N.A.S.A., Marvel Years, Beni Haze, Bog! 
vs. Dials, Little John, Balance, 10 p.m., $20-$25. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1Ith St., San Francisco. “The 
Pilgrim Party: Post-Thanksgiving Bash," w/ Jessie 


Andrews, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., San Francisco. “Hummer,” w/ 
DJs Mark Loque & Robert Jeffrey, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy Bar,” w/ 
DJ Matt Consola, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Dancing Ghosts: 
AAD vs. Mute Records,” w/ DJs Xander, Miz Margo, 
Orko, and Sage, 9:30 p.m., $7 ($3 before 10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “Trap & Bass,” 
18+ dance party with Butch Clancy, UltraViolet, 
Napsty, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Jon Hopkins, Clark, Nathan Fake, 9 p.m., $18-$20. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Funky Friday,” 
w/ DJs Teeko & Julicio, 10 p.m., $5. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “HYSL," 9 
p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Groove Merchant Records Night, w/ DJs Cool 
Chris, Jerry Nice, Vinnie Esparza, and Jon Blunk, 
9:30 p.m., $5. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Nightmares on 
Wax, 8:30 p.m., $20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Tribal Funk: 20-Year 
Family Reunion,” w/ Donald Glaude, Stacey Pullen, 
John Howard, Jené, Tony, Rooz, Sharon Buck, 
Seven, Sean Murray, Dan Suda, George Didescu, 
9 p.m., $15-$25. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. “Lazy Days,” w/ 
Fred Everything, Paolo Rocco, Joey Alaniz, 9:30 
p.m., $12-$15. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. ‘‘Mixologi 
Presents: Remember the Soundtrack,” 10 p.m., $20. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Shogun, 9 
p.m., $20 advance. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, San Fran- 
cisco. “Black (Out) Friday,” w/ DJs Tall Sasha, Taj, 
Vodka Soda, and Volkan, 10 p.m. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Ronn Carroll, Ben 
Tom, DJ Midnight SF, Monika Santucci, Philip Adrian, 
Goldroy, Mikey Tan, Kepik, DJ Caprise, 10 p.m., $15. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Sound It Out, 
Tigran, Key Method, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Brand Nubian, 
Pep Love, BPos, L*Roneous, 9 p.m., $20-$25. 


ACOUSTIC 


Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Turkey Trot 
2013: 39th Annual Americana Music Feast, w/ Coffin 
Hunter, James Nash & The Nomads, The Highway 
Poets, Secret Town, 8:30 p.m., $13-$15. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Thee Hobo 
Gobbelins, 5 Cent Coffee, Vagabondage, Victoria 
& The Vaudevillians, 8 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Benjamin 
Brown, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7:30 
& 10 p.m., $20. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Vijay Anderson 
Quartet, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. David 
Costa, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Palace Hotel: 2 New Montgomery, San Francisco. 
The Klipptones, 8 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Jack Dorsey & 
Shan Kenner, 8 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
David Jeffrey Jazz Fourtet, 9 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Taste 
Fridays, featuring local cuisine tastings, salsa 
bands, dance lessons, and more, 7:30 p.m., $15 
(free entry to patio). 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Montuno Swing, 8 p.m. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Poppy Benefit Dance Party with DJs Boludo y Gurilla, 
7 p.m., $5-$20. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. Leo Dan, Raul Acosta y Oro Solido, 8 p.m., 
$55 advance. 


REGGAE 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement St., San Francisco. 
“Let's Do It Again: Give Thanks Edition,” w/ Bayon- 
ics, Da Mainland, Arden Park Roots, Flex, DJs D Loccl 
& Irie Hustle (on the upstairs stage), 9 p.m., $10-$12. 


BLUES 


Brava Theater Center: 2781 24th St., San Francisco. 
Second Annual Native American Day “Red ‘n’ Blues” 
Concert, Benefit for AIM-West featuring Dr. T & The 
Blues Criminals, Twice as Good, The Bobby Young 
Project, and Daniel Rodriguez, 6:30 p.m., $12. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 
Willie G, 7:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jan Fanucchi, 
Last Friday of every month, 4 p.m.; Mari Mack & 
Livin’ Like Kings, 9:30 p.m. 
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FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Katdelic, Sal's Greenhouse, DJ Be Smiley, 9:30 
p.m., $12-$15. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Second Annual Black Fridye Fashion Show, w/ music 
by Papa Mali, Bobby Vega, Matt Hubbard, Robbie 
Kidd, and Trees of Mystery, 7:30 p.m., $30. 


SOUL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission St., San Francisco. ‘Soul 
Circuit,"" Cosmic Entertainment networking mixer 
with Danny A. Thomas, DJ Therd Mic, Uncle Jess, 
more, 8 p.m., $8-$12. 

DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., San Francisco. “Cosmic 
Love,” w/ Guthrie Galileo, Cloudship, The Beggars 
Who Give, Drii, Soul Spectrum, DJ Booda, Brsmsn, 
Illamayne, Blap Déli, Lifted Aquatic, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 


SATURDAY 11/30 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Swampham- 
mer, 10 p.m., $5. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Down Dirty Shake, Down & Outlaws, The Electric 
Magpie, DJs Joel Gion & Darragh Skelton, 9 p.m., $8. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Mammatus, 
The Broads, 9:30 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. Tea 
Leaf Green, Loyal Scam, 9 p.m., $20-$50. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Red Fang, The 
Shrine, Indian Handcrafts, 8:30 p.m., $16. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Church of 
Misery, Saviours, Wizard Rifle, Disastroid, 9 p.m., $17. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1ith St., San Francisco. “Modular,” 
w/ Agoria, Christian Mora, Pedro Arbulu, MFYRS, 
9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., San Francisco. “Industry,” w/ 
DJ Morabito, 10 p.m., $20. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. “Dark Room 
2.0," w/ DJ Jimmy Swear, San Cha, Vain Hein, Lady 
Bear, DJ Le Perv, more, 9:30 p.m., $9. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Right?!?!: The 
‘90s Video Dance Party - Biggie vs. Tupac,” w/ Miles 
the DJ, Marco De La Vega, Porter, Tomas Diablo, 
Devon, Mr. Washington, Myster C, 9:30 p.m., $7-S10. 

The Center S.F.: 546 Fillmore, San Francisco. “‘Love- 
Tech: Integration,” w/ The Flashbulb, Moldover, Bar- 
tel, Hopscotch, Rich DDT, Janaka Selekta, Biomigrant, 
Colfax, Sabotage, more, 7 p.m., $12-$15 advance. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie 
S.F.,"" w/ Entyme, MyKill, Kendell & Clee, Brass Tax 
DJs, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Love Fur," w/ 
DJ Gordon John, 9 p.m., $8. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘‘Sweater 
Funk," w/ XL Middleton & Moniquea, resident DJs, 
10 p.m., $5-$10. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. “Icee Hot,” w/ 
Ben UFO, Avalon Emerson, Austin Cesear, Shawn 
Reynaldo, Ghosts on Tape, Rollie Fingers, 10 p.m., 
$5 before 11 p.m. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Konnekted,” w/ 
Nick Warren, J. Remy, Zita Molnar, Rafael Vanoni, 
9 p.m., $10-$25 advance. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“The No Theme Super Dance Jam," w/ DJs Sonny 
Phono, Facemelter, and Precious Cargo, 9 p.m., 
$5 after 10 p.m. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Official Pretty 
Lights After-Party featuring Break Science, >? 
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Tech Minds, Matt Haze, 10 p.m., $15. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. “Funksgiving,” w/ 
Fort Knox 5, Pumpkin, Motion Potion, 10 p.m., $10-$15. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Seth Troxler, 
Felix Dickinson, Galen, Solar, Anthony Mansfield, 
Rich Korach, Dax Lee, 9 p.m., $15-$18 advance. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Planet Booty, 
NVO, 8th Grader, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Manufactured 
Superstars, 9 p.m., $20-$30 advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Festiva, Kid Alien, 
DJ Oons, Lel_Lion, Leon Gotham, Michael Milano, 
Mackwell, 10 p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Sex Panther, 10 
p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Jungle Boo- 


gie,” w/ DJ Zita & III Equipt, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘‘Bass- 
town,” 10 p.m. 

Project One: 251 Rhode Island, San Francisco. Native 
Tongues Appreciation Night, w/ DJs Platurn, J-Boo- 
gie, Cutso, and King Most, 9 p.m., $10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“The Ol’ Skool House Party,” w/ Naughty by Nature, 
plus DJs Pos Red, Supreme, and C.J. Flash (in Yoshi's 
lounge), 10:30 p.m., $20-$30. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Shannon 
Bryant, 7 p.m. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. Kacey 
Johansing, Sera Cahoone, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Jonny 
Kaplan & The Lazy Stars, Broken Rodeo, Dear 
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County, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 
The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. The Parme- 
sans, 9:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Alex Conde 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. Mr. 
Lucky & The Cocktail Party, 9 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Jules 
Broussard, Danny Armstrong, and Chris Siebert, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Bryan Girard/Wayne Fettig Quartet, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 
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St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church: 2097 Turk, San 
Francisco. Spider Saloff: “The Memory of All That: 
Celebrating 115 Years of George Gershwin,” 8 
p.m., $20-$23. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anne O’Brien, Last 
Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Eva Salina, Zina 
Bozzay, Heather Domhoff, The Glasses, 6 p.m., $8-S10. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Mazacote, 
DJ EMV, 8 p.m., $15. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Danilo y Universal, 8 p.m. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Yas, Dirtyhertz, 
Mehrbod, Dadmehr, Dr. T, 10 p.m., $30 advance. 
Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San Francisco. 

The Latin Kings All Stars, 9:30 p.m., $35-$40. 
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REGGAE 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Native Elements, 
Last Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10-$15. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Earl 
Thomas & The Blues Ambassadors, Last Saturday 


of every month, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 


Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 


Eldon Brown, 7:30 p.m. 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 


Rattlecans, 9 p.m. 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Kathy Tejcka, 


4 p.m.; Nancy Wright, 9:30 p.m. 
FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Tie 
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30PM - 7:30PM 


Dye Panty Party with Papa Mali & The AllStar Band, 
9:30 p.m., $15 advance. 


SOUL 


The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. DJ Marc 
deVasconcelos, 10 p.m., free. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘“No Parking 
on the Dancefloor,” w/ resident DJs Dutchboy & 
Gehno Aviance, 11 p.m., $5. 


HIP-HOP 


Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bobby V, 8 & 10 p.m., $22-$46. 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
NDAY 12/1 
SU / “Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 
DANCE EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. OneWerd, Taskine, 


Joe Mousepad, 8 p.m., $5. 
Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Pusha T, Rico 
Dolla, DJs Ruby Red-I & Ant One, 8 p.m., $22.50. 


ACOUSTIC 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Dub Mis- 
sion,” w/ DJ Sep & Deejay Theory, 9 p.m., $6 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. “Stamina Sundays,” 
w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Fourth 
Annual Mary Elizabeth Beckman Memorial Con- 
cert, 7 p.m. »> 
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The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Trevor Hall, Nahko, Dustin Thomas, 8 p.m., $20. 
The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 

Foggy Window String Band, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Kally Price Old 
Blues & Jazz Band, First Sunday of every month, 
9 p.m., $7-S10. 

Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Lloyd 
Gregory, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. Benefit 
for Bread & Roses with Marco Benevento & Friends, 
Megan Slankard with the Novelists, DJ Britt Govea, 
8 p.m., $20-$100. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. E. Doctor 
Smith, Flotation Device, lan Robertson, 8 p.m., $12. 
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Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Brenda Reed, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 
($18-$25 with dance lessons). 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission St., San Francisco. “Tardea- 
das Tropicales,” 3 p.m. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Brazil 
& Beyond,” 6:30 p.m., free. 

Salle Pianos & Events: 1632 Market St., San Francisco. 
Klezmer Brunch with Kugelplex, Hanukkah celebra- 
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tion with a menu including latkes, bagels, matzoh 
ball soup, and more., 1-3 p.m., $10-$20. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. “The Flamenco Room,” 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
HowellDevine, 8:30 p.m., free/donation. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4 p.m. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. “The Hoo- 
tenanny West Side Revue,” First Sunday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free. 
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FRIDAY NOVEMBER 29TH 


1s LOD OAs KON C4 


COUNTRY ROCK TOP 40 DJS 
MECHANICAL BULL 


NO COVER BEFORE MIDNIGHT 


@ee20e20008080800000000888686 
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SATURDAY DECEMBER IST 


15 (0) 4' (070) B 
DJ AS-IS 


TOP 40 HIP HOP 


NO COVER BEFORE 11 
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Bottle Service | Birthdays | Private Events 


415.775.5110 
theparlorsf.com 
for calendar of events and information 





THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE FILM EAT 


SOUL 


Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Ray Charles Project Christmas Show, 7 p.m., $19. 


MONDAY 12/2 


ROCK 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Billy Cramer 
& Share the Land, Red Light Radical, Letters from 
Readers, 9 p.m., $5. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Waxahatchee, 
Swearin’, Joyride, Crabapple, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. “Death Guild,” 


pLocisb es 
WEDNESDAY 11/27 
THE TOAST INSPECTORS 
THURSDAY 11/28 
CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING 
FRIDAY 11/29 


BENJAMIN BROWN 


SATURDAY 11/30 
BLUES 
RATTLE CANS 
SUNDAY 12/1 
SEISIUN 


MONDAY 12/2 


HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 
FREE POOL 


TUESDAY 12/3 


SEISIUN 


116 CLEMENT ST. © 751-1122 » THEPLOUGHANDSTARS.COM 
HAPPY HOUR DAILY 3-7PM 


Shee Sarkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 





9PM - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH - $5/$7 


eeeeere eee eee eee eee ee eee eee ee eee ee ee ee eee eee ees 


9PM - SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH - $17 


eeceeeeo reece eee seeeee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeseeeeeed 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street - 415-252-1330 





18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 
Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 
Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Vienetta 
Discotheque,” w/ DJs Stanley Frank and Robert 
Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Front Country, 
The Blackberry Bushes, 9 p.m.., free. 

Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, San Francisco. Terry 
Savastano, 9:30 p.m., free/donation. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. “Acoustic 
Bistro,” 7 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “The 
Monday Makeout,” 8 p.m., free. 

The Union Room at Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, 
San Francisco. The Session: A Monday Night Jazz 
Series, pro jazz jam with Mike Olmos, 7:30 p.m., $12. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Nora Maki, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Skylark- 
ing,” w/ I&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Bachelors, 
9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza 
& Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 


TUESDAY 12/3 


ROCK 


TUPELO 


Great Food, Strong Drinks, Live Music 


WEDS 11/27 

TRIVIA W/ SAL 

KIT RUSCOE spn 

THUR 11/28 

GIGI AMOS sen 

FRII1/29 

CATHY LEMONS spn 

SAT 11/30 

HANDS ON FIRE spn 

SUN 12/1 

JOE COHEN SHOW spn 

MON 12/2 

TBA 

TUES 12/3 

MAL SHARPES 

BIG MONEY IN JAZZ BAND cen 
DANCE KARAOKE W/ DJ PURPLE ssopm 


1337 GRANT AVE. 
41S .981.9177 
WWW .TUPELOSF.COM 


facebook. com/tupelosf 
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Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Jail 
Weddings, The Dandy Lions, Bones of a Feather, 
9 p.m., $8. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Wood Shoppe,” w/ The She's, Dream Boys, Wiles, 
9 p.m.., free. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Happy Fangs, 
GoldBoot, Faux Canada, 7 p.m., $5. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Leonhardt, 
The Vans, Sweetwater Black, Machine, 8 p.m., $7. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. The 


Secret Secretaries, The Rinds, Pogo Ono, DJ Chad 
Stab, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Cate Le Bon, 
Kevin Morby, 8 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 





Muddy-Watered Soul 


BLACK JOE LEWIS 


With Radkey, ThinkNoThink. 8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
3, at the Fillmore. $22.50; livenation.com 


Austin outfit Black Joe Lewis has been refining its pugilistic mix of horn- 
heavy soul and vintage garage-rock for the better part of the past decade. 
Gruff-voiced guitar-slinger Joe Lewis nodded more to the Otis Redding/ 
James Brown school of retro-soul on early independent albums, but those 
recordings led to a deal with Lost Highway/Universal Motown for his debut 
album Tell ‘Em What Your Name Is!, co-billed with longtime backing band 
the Honeybears. On the band’s latest effort, Electric Slave, the group 
ditches the Honeybears portion of the moniker and embraces a more primi- 
tive psych-blues style that simultaneously echoes the gritty 1968 Muddy 
Waters album Electric Mud and the propulsive party-rock of Detroit garage 


avatars the Dirtbombs. Dave Pehling 
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(415) 989-7666 © 12PM - 2AM 


WED 11/27 
THU 11/28 


CRAIG HORTON 

T-REX (4PM - 8PM) 

CHRIS COBB (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 
JAN FANUCCHI (4PM - 8PM) 


MARI MACK & LIVIN’ LIKE KINGS 
(9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


SAT 11/30 KATHY TEJCKA (4PM - 8PM) 
NANCY WRIGHT (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


FRI 11/29 


SUN 12/01 BLUES POWER (4PM - 8PM) 
P.A. SLIM (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 
MON 12/02 PETER LINDMAN (4PM - 8PM) 


JINX JONES (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 
LUCKY STRIKE 


~ 1232 Grant Avenue 


_ between Columbus and Vallejo 


TUE 12/03 


LETTERS 


Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writer in Residence: Kate Kilbane, 7 p.m. Continues 
through 1. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. ‘Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 


IC ) ele Te alale)yI va 


SERVICE FOR THE SICK?! 


DM [MONDAY MADNESS 
Pw [wickeD WEDNESDAYS 
DF [PUNKAS FUCK 
SA [1WWet PANTIES 


HAPPY HOUR TIL 7PM 
$2 TECATE, $3 PBR 
FREE BBQ EVERY SAT. & SUN. 


3139 16TH ST. 415-552-5525 
MON - WED 2PM-2AM 
THURS & FRI TIAM-2AM, SAT & SUN 1PM-2AM 


FRIDAYS 


94 SHOCKTOP_ 


HUGE OUTDOOR PATIO 


LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY 


DJS WED-SUN NIGHT 


30 BEERS ON TAP 
NEW SPECIALS MONTHLY 


PARK FF 


SJ ole) gic—m ol—la 


r 


JUST OFF 19TH AVE \7 CAMBON DR 
415-584-4445 


FIND US ON 
WWW.PARK77BAR.COM 
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Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Tommy Igoe Big Band, 8 p.m., $22. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Linda Kosut, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. “Descarga 
S.F.," w/ DJs Hong & Good Sho, 8 p.m., $12. 


REGGAE 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Groundation, Pure Roots, 9 p.m., $25. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m. 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lisa Kindred, 
First Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., free. 


FUNK 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Fat 
Tuesday Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Boogaloo Tuesday,” w/ Oscar Myers & Steppin’, 
9:30 p.m., free. 


SOUL 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The JRo Project, First Tuesday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Lost & Found,” w/ DJs Primo, Lucky, and guests, 
9:30 p.m., free. 


hint teh ® 4 DEC 7 


PUBLIC WORKS 


one 


la: 30 - 6pm 


| alt 


SENT. 


Rock & Roll 
Beer Festival 


Mili 


MIKAL CRONIN 
SHANNON AND THE CLAMS 


KELLEY STOLTZ 


| GOLDEN VOID 


FRENCH CASSETTES | MAGIC FIGHT 


UNLIMITED LOCAL BEER TASTING FROM: 
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SAN FRANCISCO COLOR, FIGH5K¢ 


SAT URDNG DSGSVi3= i 1ia mei c 
CAN DESS WIC mAs Gre 


‘ . - 
Ss TH4COMOR ACE se, 

sel a feel-good, happy, colorful event. “Color Fighters” happily go from wearing pristine 
white, to being covered in prismatic color. At each stage, a different powder color fills 
the air and covers the participants, creating an ever-increasing spectrum of color 
FINISH"FESi: and beauty. At the Finish Line Fest the color celebration kicks off and the air is filled 
with millions of color combinations as participants get in on the color throwing fun 
as well. 






mICKET> 


also features— 


FW oJ =v us fale py sole) 
pony rides UiXerol TINE) iets AQ- 
face painting Sacramento, CA Atlanta, GA New Haven, CT 
Fe Tae| San Francisco, CA New Orleans, LA Tulsa, OK 
Meee elecle)cmrareli (clare Oakland, CA Columbia, SC St. Louis, MO 
San Diego, CA Lubbock, TX Roanoke, VA 
Orange County, CA Nashville, TN Rochester, NY 


Visit: www.colorflight.com | www.twitter.com/thecolorfight | www.facebook.com/thecolorfight 





The San Francisco Media Company is seeking Bay Area artists to 
help us improve a handful of our newsracks. We'll provide 45 boxes 
to 45 artists to remake as they see fit. Help us trick out 15 boxes 
each from The San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco Bay Guardian 
and SF Weekly. We'll provide a small stipend for art supplies and 
three $2,500 awards to the best newsracks commissioned for 
The Examiner, Guardian and Weekly. 


ADGK 
THE BOX 


OUR CANVAS, YOUR ART 





Please send your name, contact information, representative 
samples of your work, and your ideas about how you would 
redesign a newsrack for one of our three papers. 


Send your application to 
rockthebox@sfmediaco.com 
FOR MORE INFORMATION & 

TO DOWNLOAD A BLANK TEMPLATE GO T0 
sfmediaco.com/rockthebox 


San Francisco Media Company newsracks serve the city 
by distributing thousands of papers ona typical day. 
It's time we gave something backto them. 
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J All Nude Cabaret 


VAAN A G10 010 (0/65) Mele) a8 WA VARIO Sic Relelelsimeelan www.roaring20ssf.com www.centerfoldssf.com 
Open Noon-2am Open 7pm-2am Open 6pm-2am Open 7pm-2am 
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theC . 
night exchange 


Try it Free! 


415.765.1796 


efoto | MN IUlan) ol-1 sam 1 010h Xoo 0) 010 lato) (oR—lal =<) oleate) Maken: bea | www.livelinks.com | | www.livelinks.com | 
a be 5 


‘Give ing pYOU, 
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1.877.839.1110 


Try our 900 number: 1.900.255.8080 at $ 
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or me "es 


Ss: \ pia 700. 6665 


at 12.COl 
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More Local Nunmer™ 





nightexchange.com Y 
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| SAVAGE LOVE J DEPRESSING 


By Dan Savage 


Trecently ended a relationship that lasted a year and 
five months. While I loved this woman, for much of the 
relationship she was, to varying degrees, depressed. I 
tried to be as helpful and patient as possible with the 
hope and expectation that she would get better. I got her 
into counseling. We went to couples counseling together. 
She got on medication. I encouraged her to eat well (I 
cooked her many healthy meals) and exercise daily 
(which she was never able to do). I tried to get her out 
into nature. I tried to listen and practice strong commu- 
nication skills. I encouraged her to explore the benefits 
of a fulfilling and GGG relationship, but our sex life fal- 
tered because of the depression and her low libido. I kept 
helping and waiting, but she was simply unable to as- 
sert herself to make healthy changes (both physical and 
mental). I felt trapped dating someone who couldn't 
take control of her life, and the patterns kept repeating. 
Teventually ended the relationship, which was the right 
decision for me, but she was crushed. I'm hoping we can 
be friends in the future. Do you have any advice for dat- 
ing someone with depression? Can relationships and 
depression work? I found it to be soul-crushing. 
Serious About Depression 


“I think SAD did the right thing,” said Rob Delaney, 
the comedian, Twitter supernova, and author of the 
new book Rob Delaney: Mother. Wife. Sister. Human. 
Warrior. Falcon. Yardstick. Turban. Cabbage. “And not 
only ‘the’ right thing, but a series of right things.” 

Delaney’s book is a collection of personal 
essays — most of them hilarious — in which he 
writes about his own struggle with depression so 
crippling, it almost took his life. Delaney is now 
the official spokesperson for all people every- 
where who struggle with depression. 

“This guy went above and beyond, motivat- 
ed by his obvious love for this woman and his 
decency as a person,’ Delaney continued. “One 
might ‘suck it up’ for a bit longer if there are kids 
involved or if you've been together for years and 
years and this depressive state is an anomaly, 
but this guy can’t be expected to weld himself 
to someone he’s been dating for less than a year 
and a half when there are people out there he’d 
truly enjoy himself with.” 

Delaney not only felt that you had done right 
by this woman, but that your actions could serve 
as a template for other readers dating people 
struggling with depression. 

“SAD was kind, patient, and proactive, and 
when that didn’t work, he ended the relation- 
ship,” said Delaney. “He didn’t assume that she 
would implode without him around. He seems 
to have a manageable enough ego to realize 
that he’s not the sun and the air and the only 
doorway through which this woman can walk to 
happiness; he’s merely another human being (al- 
beit a kind one) whose happiness has value, too. 
And maybe this breakup will provide the jolt she 
needs to recalibrate her approach to her depres- 
sion and really get better. He also showed her 
another person taking care of himself. I sincerely 
hope she develops this skill herself, but as any- 
one who's been around for a while and witnessed 
trouble and had troubles of their own knows, 
you cannot will that behavior into people. That 
does not mean you don't love them.” 

Not following @RobDelaney on Twitter? 
You're the only one. Go to robdelaney.com to 
buy his new book. 


Setting sexually transmitted infections aside, is it safer 
for a woman planning to have a one-night stand to take 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


the guy back to her place or to go to his place? Does this 
apply if both are staying in hotels? 
Reader Is Seeking Knowledge 


When you're having sex with a stranger, RISK, it’s 
generally considered safer — some would argue 
only marginally so — to go back to his place. The 
reason for this is kinda depressing: A stranger is 
less likely to murder you at his place because then 
he has to dispose of your body, which is apparently 
a real pain in the ass. But if he murders you at your 
place, RISK, he can jet in the morning and stick 
your landlord and loved ones with disposal duties. 


I'ma 21-year-old gay male who loves listening to the 
Savage Lovecast as I bike to school. My question: Can 
someone grow out of or “quit” a fetish? For me, Iman 
ABDL, which stands for “adult baby/diaper lover.” I get 
turned on by putting other guys into diapers or having 
other, usually older, guys put me in diapers. Ican have 
normal sex and have had a few decent relationships, or 
at least as decent as most gay guys stillin college have, 
with guys I've met through kink sites like Fetlife or 
through the normal means of meeting guys. I've met a 
great guy who has helped me mix ABDL with bondage 
for some REAL fun, and I'm pretty okay with knowing 
that there's nothing particularly wrong with having a 
kink like mine. I had a perfectly normal childhood, and 
it’s not like I suffered a diaper-related trauma or some- 
thing. Ijust always liked diapers. Unfortunately, this 
particular fetish creeps most people out and is closely 
associated with pedophilia, even though members of 
the ABDL community have NO interest in kids. How- 
ever, the idea of being into this kink when I'minmy 40s 
really grosses me out. I've gone through the binge-and- 
purge cycle most guys go through when they realize 
they're into diapers. But is there any way to retrain 
your brain to not get off on a particular fetish? 
Another Boy Diaper Lover 


The consensus in the sex-and-science research 
crowd is this: Your kinks will always be your kinks 
—a brain cannot be retrained where kinks are con- 
cerned — so you might as well enjoy your kinks. 
But that’s only if your kinks can be enjoyed consen- 
sually, ABDL, which yours happily can be. And 
while it’s true that some people have taken drugs to 
“treat” disturbing kinks, these drugs — mostly SS- 
RIs — suppress libido generally; they do not target 
(nor can they eradicate) one kink in particular. (Are 
you willing to give up sex to get over diapers? I 
didn’t think so.) 

That said, ABDL, kinks have certain nar- 
ratives — kinks have broad themes — and 
figuring out your kink’s narratives and themes 
may help you tap into and enjoy other kinks 
with similar Ns and Ts but lower creep factors. If 
what you enjoy about diapers is the helplessness 
and loss of control they symbolize mixed with 
your submission to an affectionate and caring 
authority figure, you might find fetish puppy 
play similarly arousing, ABDL, as that kink also 
has themes of helplessness, dependence, and 
affection. And while most people don’t find fuck- 
ing a person who is pretending to be a baby dog 
any less creepy than fucking a person who's pre- 
tending to be a baby baby, there seem to be a lot 
more puppy players out there than diaper fans. 

But honestly, ABDL, I think you should keep 
looking for a guy who’s into the same things you 
are. If for some reason you can’t date the great 
guy who helped you mix diaper play with bond- 
age, you should take his existence as proof that 
there are other guys like him, i.e., guys who will 
like you and like what you like. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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'' FREE APP 
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510.343.1111 San Jose 408.514.0099 
other cities 1.888.257.5757 


$25/50min 
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Fi™ questchat.com 
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Diserzs SWEET & PETITE | like to have fun, relax, 
For a Great Massage, and enjoy myselr. Maybe 
So AUIGS Call Ally at you would too? Available 
650-630-3815 days & evenings. 
Incall/Outcall 
415-455-7526 
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rushed Quality Pampering! YOUR AD HERE 
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Caucasian Beauty Spoil CALL 

You From Head-To-Toe. 415-536-8155 
Private & Discreet INCALL OR VISIT 

By Lake Merritt WWW.SFWEEKLY.COM 
Angela (510)677-2388 FOR DETAILS 
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EMPIRE 
HEALTH QUEENS 
CLUB . = HEALTH CENTER 


Open 7 Days a Week ~ x MAS SAGE 


Qam - midnight 


Many Beautiful Asian 
Girls to Choose From 


428 O’Farrell St. @ Taylor 
(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco) 


415-441-4133 


beautiful, friendly Asian 

+ Pain Relief and Relation CS Latina to choose from 

+ Friendly ® Certified Professional Masseuses e PRIVATE ROOM 
BI ict Pace with Privat Room e PRIVATE SHOWER 
se e TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


~*~ Free Steam & Shower 


\e4 


CEO MASSAGE 
RUU 
SAB EAU TI RUIRGIRIS 
10am-12pm 
130 Bush Street, 6th FI. 


410-421-2286 


« 
; ¢ Foot massage : 
| »* 9 : 3 
° Body Massage 
dei ‘ad Bony Masses DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT © 325 KEARNY ST. SF 


(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


a) eee or 415-788-2299 


(415) 379-9888 


FREE DRY SAUNA | \ Po 
W/BODY MASSAGE me eS = 
BLUE SKY HEALTH CENTER ee 
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OAMAIORM 
266 Sutter (Sth Flr) in SF 





VIP Massage 
mellmexote Way (ettyele l=) 
a(=\]0m- @@4(-lo] pm Rolerelive)s 


ODEN (51345-9793 


2558 GEARY BLVD 
7 DAYS BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 
SE, CA 94115 


Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


415-658-7886 
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JK MASSAGE THERAPY 


GRAND 
OPENING 


Professional ~_ 


Chinese 
Girls 


1927 Ocean Ave in SF 


415-585-6188 ' 
Bring in Ad for °10 Discount 


pM 
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Day Spa 
Body Scrub: 


38 


Massage: 


GRAND OPENING 
Foot Massage: $19.99/hr 
Full Body Massage 
FREE Sauna 

Table Shower Available 


415-759-8577 

2450 Taraval St (SF) 

(FREE PARKING) 

*Bring Ad in for $5 Discount 


415-668-6299 
2501 CLEMENT ST (AT 26TH AVE) SF 94121 
MON-SUN 10-9 








r-Quality Asia Asian hyMassage 

















Got Kink? Let's Play! 

fantasymakers.com 

All Fetishes, No Sex. 
(510) 234-7887 

















| like to have fun, relax, 
and enjoy myself. 
Maybe you would 

too? Available days & 
evenings. 

Incall/Outcall 
415-435-7526 


Under New 





SWEET & PETITE 
For a Great Massage, 
Call Ally at 
650-630-3815 





Blissful Oakland 
Retreat! 


Exquisite Sensual Ex- 
perience Relax & Enjoy 
Unrushed Quality Pam- 
pering! Let A Sweet 
Busty Curvy Caucasian 
Beauty Spoil You From 
Head-To-Toe. Private & 
Discreet INCALL By Lake 
Merritt 

Angela (510)677-2388 








a Free Body Scrub & Shampoo 
Meet Shirley, CMT 


Management 
Tables, Showers 
& Private Rooms; 
Asian Massage 


Siu Private Garage Parking GETS EXPEUEnCe 










940 Bush Street, oe CA 94109 ai 367- 8825 ‘ 


2068 Mission St. 2nd dor ~ 
A15-552-6800 9%am-9pm 
b/t 16th/17th near16th St. Bart 
































STARLIGHT SPA 
You'll enjoy our private rooms - 
and stress-free environment! , 
HOT TOWELS 
CHROMO THERAR YS 
450B JONES ST (CROSS ST. O'FARRELL ST) 
10AM TO LATE NIGHT ¢ 415-817-1293 








HOT TUB BATHS 
MEDIBEADS THERAPY cy 
80 SOUND a 

So, come and unwind! 


WRAPS 
COME FOR THE BEST 
Pamper yourself! 


IN RELAXATION 
931 KEARNY @ COLUMBUS 


119.379.7202 





ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 


You get Exactly,60 minutes‘ Awesome 
Full Body, Massage; Not 45/0r'55 


spd oY-Yut-Valr-Meolt] mm Olalte [UL-Mmlelirem Colate 
Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage 


(VIP Room W/Shower) 
NEW! FREE BACK WALK 


2505 Judah St. /30th, SF 94122 


415-566-6666 


7 days 10-10 


sioFREE! 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED CAREER AIDS MISC SERVICES 






































Tired of Working Retail HAULING 24/7 


TECHNICAL ARCHITECTS | E U i , L | | j i ‘ t N C I N - R S 
(San Francisco, CA): HOTEL SECURITY JOBS This Holiday Season?! Remove carpet, appliances, 
Up to $18/hr. Six day training Publicly Traded saben has sofas, concrete. Lg. Truck 
Sous [| s| i Sees" | WEVE GOT THE BAY AREA COVERE 
syst roadmaps at the projt level tance. Many positions available. We Train You 




















which closely reflect the strategic CSI Security -- North Training Bonus Offered 
enterprise roadmaps. Provide (415) 391-3596 $17 hr/avg Starting AND UP WANTS TO purchase minerals and Will M 
necessary tech performance, Call Today, Start Tomorrow other oil & gas interests. Send 
usability, scalability, reliability, & San Fran 415-645-6479 details to P.O. Box 13557, Denver, 
security rqmts. Perform dsgn San Bruno 650-238-5404 Co 80201 ANY Local 
reviews & ls alternative EARN $500 A DAY. Airbrush & , 
tecOnmnins Media Makeup Artists For: Ads. - a 
See ree — or aa TV - Film = Fashion Train & Build HEALTHCARE REAL ESTATE rs 
omp Sci, Electrical Engring, In io | 
formatn Systs or closely reltd fid. yar auvarciskermpSchool.com PRODUCTS a ESRIRES. 11 (SO/13 
Must’ eel of sla susetl ome (AAN CAN) ALL hee bial oo — 
exp, incldg 2yrs in architecture Browse hundreds of online list- aan Wa Price Welcom 
dsgn of applicatns us'g Java or BUY VIAGRA 10OMG, CIALIS ings with photos and maps. Find ik 6. 
NET technologies; 5yrs w/ UNIX, 20mg.40 Pills +4 Free, $99.00 your roommate with a click of the 
Linux, & Win- dows Srvr platforms CAREER AIDS Discreet enon, Save $500 mouse! Visit: http://www.Room- 
combined w/applicatns mamt & oe ee mates.com. (AAN CAN) Oakland San Jose | 
monitorg skills; 5yrs coordinatg — a 
tech teams, inci | initial ult, 2635 Tegra Ave. #100 195 0. 4th SL. Seite 208 432 Tewesses 51. 
of applicatns & driv'g prob mgm THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 Rockley Men’s Lifestyle Medications. FDA REAL iar FOR SALE Won — Sat; |Can —Gpon ect Gt tate A tena Mon — Sat: 10em- 
activities for new & exist Road, Houston, Texas 77099. Train Approved - USA Pharmacies. SHASTA COUNTY 4 Mon — Sat: ttam-Tare ¢ Sun 12-5 a 
dasa syrs of OO analysis/ for a new career. *Underwater Remote TeleMedicine Physician. 1 Acre, hoy view, a Co 510-832-5000 v6 pte © OU ten 707-644-1667 
Welder. Commercial Diver. *NDT/ Safe - Secure - Discreet. Calls Down, $398.4/mo ($35 Cas : w 
Resume to: YellowPages.com, Weld Inspector. Job Placement Taken 7 days per week Call price). Also 2 acres, unpaved rd, Conk) anetivier QuamaCeriier com 408 098-0980 Vabepo4 20 ne com 
LLC Claudette Colimon - 611 N Assistance. Financial Aid avail for ViaMedic: 888-786-0945 Trusted owner (owc) 530-605-8857/ $.420.com 
Brand Blvd, Glendale, CA 91406. those who qualify 1.800.321.0298 Since 1998 (AAN CAN) 707-465-0222 


LAB TESTED, PATIENT TRUSTED MEDICINE [gg S2tssteczsttecto crores 
PriceWeae E; Valuations 
Renewals). New/Patients 


‘caus | 3 OOS) 


RECEIVE A PRE-ROLLED e #1 Most Trusted evaluadon Center _ , W CH ALL 


e All Patients Seen by Ca’ Lic Doctor IN' PERSON = neu. PARIERIGES 
¢ HIGH| QUALITY PHOTO ID/Cards) [mere “must bring proof of ~— 


(415) 541-9590 ¢-)Walk-Ins Welcome ; g ——- 7 Le: etait 
° 24/7)Live & Online Verification = nd Se VS ot 


greendoorsf.com = |<) a 11ami7pm 


Limited Time Offer. 


. - : . Valid with presentati f, 
The Gree Door Collective is oeneeo and hajulaled by ie San Francisco Deparment of Hee) and We Shae of —— % —_ 


Caltenia Only patente with cunent ver®iatle doctee poeeciptins and a valk CA ID will De actmitterd aa. PriceLessE aliation s.com 


KOKO MAND) LAMY GROW 


San Francisco Eviction Defense VOUR AD 
22 Battery St., Ste. 610, 


HERE 


CALL 





San Francisco, CA 94111 
Tel: (415) 318-5709 


www.SF Tfenant.com 





WE ADVISE TENANTS OF THEIR RIGHTS, 


FIGHT EVICTION AND RECOVER DAMAGES A1 5-536-81 55 


FOR LACK OF REPAIRS AND HEAT, OR VISIT 
HARASSMENT, PRESSURE TO MOVE, ILLEGAL 


UNITS, OMIS AND OTHER WRONGFUL ACTS WWW.SFWEEKLY. COM 


SN W-VN |B) RO) <1 DSooe 1 21 = OXO) NISL 0) i P-WE@)\ Ps FOR DETAI LS 
MARK@SFTENANT.COM 
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braid it 


SALON 


Ups 


ALL HAIR TYPES & TEXTURES WELCOME 


HAIR BRAIDING 
WEAVES 
DREADLOCKS 
NATURAL HAIR 
HAIR EXTENSIONS 


@ SF BAY AREA/AFRICAN 
HAIR BRAIDING 


415 378 4413 
256 TAYLOR STREET SF 
AT TAYLOR & ELLIS STREET ) 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY 
Call Dean L. Woerner 

415-550-8799 

www.sanfranbk.com 





GOT KINK? LET'S PLAY! 
www.fantasymakers.com 

All Fetishes, No Sex. 

(510) 234-7887 








HOTEL SECURITY JOBS 

Up to $18/ hr. Six day training and FREE 
job placement assistance. Many positions 
available. 

CSI Security - North 

(415) 391-3596 





MASSAGE 


I like to have fun, relax, and enjoy my- 
self. Maybe you would too? 
Available days & evenings. 


Incall/Outcall 415-435-7526 





SWEET & PETITE 


For a Great Massage, 
Call Ally at 


650-630-3815 


or-Tilils Mio) melti mexyl iiiliay 
one patient at a time. 


2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
510-540-6013 
TTAYVAY YM aah’ae) ole Mexel an 





Hicensed|Medical|Doctorsfare}Rroviding) 


GEGWeS New 


Set SC) = >Z} 


om Ah Pear 

° #1 Most) Trusted Evaluation Center 

¢ All Patients Seen by Ca’ Lic) Doctor, IN/PERSON 

¢ HIGH| QUALITY PHOTO ID/Cards, & “must bring proof o 

e¢Walk-iIns)\Welcome =-—~. t 

fee Mon-Sat 
fee 1iam-7pm 


| Limited Time Offer. 
Valid with presentation of, coupon. 
. —_ 


a 


WE MATCH ALL 
= LOCAL COMP PRICES — 


**must bring proof of — 


Sal 3 
(4155796'22549) Sa CA\ 
www.PriceLessEvaluations.com 


420 EVALUATION CENTERS 
WE'VE GOT THE BAY AREA COVERED! 
$20) | tater = gf 
Competitor's a L 
A Price. ~ 
ey Vallejo 
won Sa Toe spm 


teuwes, ws Walk-Ins Welcome. 
Oakland San Jose 

707-644-1667 
Yabo 20d com 


ee 


2635 Telegraph Ave. #108 15 W. 4th SL, Sella 908 
Mon - Sat: |Can -€pn owe Ci rn i 2 amor 
510-832-5000 Mon — Sat: tham-7pre * Sun 12-5 
Cuakd uredMer juamaCervier core 468-096-0980 
5.3420 com 


LAB TESTED, PATIENT TRUSTED MEDICINE 


843 HOWARD ST. 
SF, CA 94103 


IST TIME PATIENTS 
RECEIVE A PRE-HOLLED 
(415) 541-9590 
greendoorsf.com 


The Green) Door Collective is hoeneeo and najulated by ie Sen Francisco Depariment of Haak) and ee Sie of 
Caltenia Only peters with curent verfiatle Goctee poeectipeins and a valid CA ID will De acmitionl 


KOXOSTRIIMVAVNID) [ANY CIC? 


San Francisco Eviction Defense 


22 Battery St., Ste. 610, San Francisco, CA 94111 ¢ Tel: (415) 318-5709 
www.SF Tenant.com 





WE ADVISE TENANTS OF THEIR RIGHTS, FIGHT EVICTION 
AND RECOVER DAMAGES FOR LACK OF REPAIRS AND HEAT, 
HARASSMENT, PRESSURE TO MOVE, ILLEGAL UNITS, OMIS AND 
OTHER WRONGFUL ACTS BY LANDLORDS. FREE CONSULTATION. 


MARK@SFTENANT.COM 





Compassionate 


Wellness Counseling 
_ 


<E@ 


¢ Real Doctors - Real Care 
¢ Professional & Affordable 
¢ Totally Confidential 
° Quality ID Cards 
¢ 24/7 Sate Verification 
Led by WE MATCH ANY 
Hanya Barth, M.D. LOCAL PRICE! 
>» wWww.GREEN215.com 
<1 (877) PROP-215 
< 1 (877) 776-7215 
Oakland | San Francisco | San Jose 
(1200 Howard St @ 8th St) 


TATTOO & PIERCING 


Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos 
Huge Body Jewelry Selection * Open 7 Days a Week 
Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight *** Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 











ROCKER REHEARSAL 
Rehearsal Space 

32 New Studios. 

24 Hour Lockout. 

Safe. Affordable. 

On Site Security 

415-518-3357 
rockerrehearsal.com 





CHEAP HAUL 
Clean Up, Garage, Yard, 
Dem, Light Move. 

Lic # 29572 

(650) 583-6700 





TIRED OF WORKING 
RETAIL THIS 


HOLIDAY SEASON?! 


Publicly Traded Company 
has Immediate Openings 
We Train You 

Training Bonus Offered 

$17 hr/avg Starting AND UP 
Call Today, 

Start Tomorrow 

San Fran 415-645-6479 
San Bruno 650-238-5404 





REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 
SHASTA COUNTY 


1 Acre, trees, view, dirt rd. $1900 Down, 
$398.4/mo ($35,900 cash price). Also 2 
acres, unpaved rd, owner (owc) 
530-605-8857/707-465-0222 


